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HE. cauſes. "hin which. the 
works of particular authors 
become ſcarce are various and op- 


poſite. It happens that by the harſh. 


ſentence of the mercileſs critic, one 


book is condemned to the meaneſt 


and moſt degrading offices, While 
another finds an aſylum in the ca- 
binets of the curious, and is pre- 
ſerved indeed from annihilation, but 
by the ſame means ſecluded from 
the world. Thus the worthleſs 
and the excellent are ſometimes in- 
vol ved in the ſame fortune. The 
former worn away in ſervitude of the 
B loweſt 


QI 
„ ey LIE ANN 


J 


joel kind, dies, and is FEED - 
while the latter; confined like a ſtate 


priſoner whoſe worth and dignity are- 
known only to his keeper, is con- 


.  demnet' to retirement and ſolitude, 


when he is yet able to be uſeful to 
the world, and has the mortification 
to find that he is robbed of his re- 
putation before he is 3"Geprived of his 


j exiſtence. 


By an © OOF ININ ' coincidence 
of oppoſite fortunes, it has been the 


lot of Alciphron in his ſtruggles for 


fame to encounter both theſe diffi- 
culties'; each of which has, I believe, 
operated equally to his diſadvantage. 
By the rigorous; and in my opinion 


unjuſt condemnation of criticiſm, he 
has been ftigmatized as one little 


worthy of notice, though he has been 
at the ſame time treaſured up in the 
libraries of literary collectors as a 


valuable 


C3.) 


valuable acquiſition, till between the. 
cenſures of the critics and the fond- 
neſs of collectors, ſcarcely a copy of 
him can be met with; and in ſearch- 
ing after his works the moſt eager 
curioſity is ap diſappointed. 


Wen we offer to the Engliſh rea- 
der this tranſlation of a work to 
which he can hitherto have had no 
introduction, and with which fe even 

of thoſe ſcholars who have made the 
profoundeſt refearches into the ar- 
cana of literature, have had the op- 
portunity of cultivating any acquain- 
tance, it is our endeavour and our 
hope that we may be inſtrumental 
in removing both thoſe grievances 
which have hitherto prevented his 
mixing with the world; that we may 
ſoften the rigours of that criticiſm 
whoſe juſtice we diſpute, and, by 
preventing that monopoly which is 
2 MM "ma 


"a 


Ct) 


in every article! injurious to wett, | 
communicate to our countrymen a 
- ſource of amuſement Which we * 
have found highly ne to 
ourſelves. . STS 


' 


* 4 . 


r Jortin (whoſe Nene as 
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and the abuſe of pretenders to learn- 
ing, whoſe praiſes have been ſo well, 
ſo juſtly, and fo frequently ſung, 
that it would be impertinent here 
to repeat them), } has, paſſed an opi- 


„ in thus aſng the plural term, I biene to inform 
the reader 1 do not mean to affert that magiſterial dig- 


nity which writers ſometimes think proper to uſurp, or 


to which cuſtom has entitled them, but it is adopted in 
| e of a circumſtance with which the reader 


wade acquainted, The following tranſlation 
of n is the work of we perfons, The two firſt 
books are tranſlated by the author of this preface; but 


the third, which furniſhes {s entertainment in the 


original, required a more hand to make it _ 


in a'tranſlation.” : 


nion 


CEP 8 
nion upon our author, which, as it 
appears inconſiſtent with his general 
candour, or his general accuracy, I» 
ſhall ſubjoin, and attempt to contro- 
vert. In doing this, I am — | 
aware that it ill becomes me to a 
vance my own opinions with confi- 
dence. at a time when I am preſum- 
ing to cenſure, thoſe of Dr. .Jortin 
as erroneous. My admiration of that 
great man I conſider as more under 
the govern ment of reaſon, while 1 
do pot allow myſelf to admit his 
dogmas without examination, or give | 
him credit for that infallibility to 
which he, laſt of all men, would have 
pretended. 1 cannot, however, . an- 
{wer for myſelf, that, had I been ſo 
unfortunate as to read his criticiſm 
upon Alciphron before I had read 
the book itſelf, I ſhould have taken 
much trouble to ſearch for a work 
ſo difficult of acceſs, and repreſented 

B 3 , 
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as o little worthy of peruſal. But 
As fortune threw Alciphron in my 
way” "before 1 Was acquainted with 
Jortin's comments upon him, 1 
read the book, and obtained from it 
an inſight into the cuſtoms and 
manners of the Greeks, which will 
in vain be ſought for in any other 
Greek author, as I was alternately 
charmed with the beauty of his lan- 
guage, and the vivacity of his ima- 
gination, I am prompted by grati- 
tude to ſay ſomething in his behalf. 
With boldneſs, therefore, and ala- 
1 K come forward, not to attack 
Dr. Jortin, but to d Alciphron, 
not with the puerile expectation that 
any praiſe will be due to me for 
proving that an eminent criticx may 
be miſtaken, but with an ambition, 
which my own conſcience does not 
diſapprove, to reſcue an eminent au- 
thor from unmerited contempt, to re- 
ſtore 


ſtore him to notice who has been 
ſo long baniſhed from the world, and 
to open a ſource of amuſement to 


others which has flowed ſo u 
n . 


If Alciphron (ſays Dr. Jevkla ) * = 
a more ancient writer than Lucian, 


which is probable, but not certain, 
it will follow that the latter took the 
hint and groundwork of his dialogue 
entituled the Banquet or the Lapithæ, 
from an epiſtle of the former; but 
he hath ſo wrought it up that it may 
fairly be called his own. Alciphron 
is ſhort and jejune; Lucian is co- 
pious, varied, artful and ſprightly; 
and the characters of the actors are kept 
up from the beginning to the end. 
Indeed he (Lucian) is on this occaſion 
what the French call oer, as comic 
writers often are; and, to heighten the 
ridicule, Us goes beyond the bounds 
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of probability. Alciphron is the au- 
thor of ſeveral epiſtles under ' the 

names of (Fiſhermen, Huſbandmen, 

Courtezans, and Paraſites. As an an- 

cient Greek writer, he deſerves to be 
peruſed; but he who ſhall expect 
much entertainment from his com- 

poſitions will find himſelf diſappoint- 
ed. They are for the moſt part un- 
intereſting and frivolous, though ad- 

mired and commended by Bergler the 
editor, and ſome of the learned. Per- 
haps Alciphron, who was a profeſſor 

of rhetorick, drew up theſe epiſtles for 

the uſe of his ſcholars, to teach them 
to ſpeak and write Greek with purity 

and facility; therefore he ſcruples not 
to make his ploughmen and fiſher- 


women talk as correctly : as — 8 
nes and Lyſias.” 188 6 


That it 1s probable Alciphron is a 
more ancient author than Lucian, I 


readily 


TCL 


readily agree -with Doctor Jortin, not 
without wiſhing he had ſtated the 
reaſons which led him to entertain 
chat opinion; perhaps amongſt therm, 
had he done ſo, might have been 
found the following: Alciphron being 
an author who makes frequent allu- 
ſions to the works, of others, but who 
is no where convicted of imitation or 
Plagiariſm, and is only ſuſpected of 
this literary criminality in one in- 
ſtance, does not appear likely to have 
been guilty of it, when we conſider 
that a plagiariſt is ſeldom content 
with a ſingle act of peculation; and, 
had it been proved upon him in this 
caſe, we ſhould moſt likely have 
been able to produce the ſame proof 
in many others. Had Alciphron co- 
pied from Lucian, it is highly im- 
probable, that what in Lucian is co- 

pious, varied, artful, and ſprightly, 
ſhould have been applied by Alei- 
phron 


———  — ——  — — — — —_.. ——_—_—_——— 


-phron to ks own uſe, in ſuch a 
wanner as to appear ſhort and j jejune; 
nor do think he could have been 
_ - guilty of any thing ſo inconſiſtent 


with the activity of his own imagina- 


tion or the extent of his own powers. 
Had Alciphron been ſo heinous an 
offender againſt the rights of litera- 
ture, he had yet too much ſenſe to 
hazard the commiſſion of a theft, 
whoſe accompliſhment produced. no 

advantage. Lucian, on the other 

hand, was a daring plagiariſt, guilty 
of numberleſs peculations, and con- 
victed under many indictments. And 
is it improbable that he, who did not 


diſdain to tranſcribe into his own 
pages the ſcurrilous ribaldry of 


Ariſtophanes, ſhould allow himſelf 


to borrow from an author his equal 
in wit, and his ſuperior in elegance ? 


Lucian had that ſenſe which pre- 


vented his committing a theft with- 
| out 


© 2 


out reaping ſome profit from it; and 


"accordingly we find that, when he 
copies from Ariſtophanes, he recon- 
ciles his reader to the plagiariſm by 
exhibiting the improvement of his 
page. The fact, I believe, is, that, 
in the rude ſketch of a ſubject cur- 
ſorily handled by Alciphron, Lucian 
found a ſubject which he thought 


worthy of employing all his talents, 


and has improved the hints of his 
predeceſſor, ſo as to leave him no 
other merit in a competition but that 
of originality. Whether Alciphron 
ar Lucian wrote firſt, generally con- 
ſidered, is an immaterial circumſtance; 
yet when the order of time in which 


they wrote is in ſome meaſure to de- 


termine the order of excellence in 
their writings, the queſtion becomes 
more material; and my reaſon and 


my inclination diſpoſe me to determine 


rather that Lucian copied and im- 


| proved 


„ 
proved Aleiphron, chan that the latter 
copied the former with injury to . 
We ang. e bp himſelf. ſes 


There are ns certain documents 42 
ch point out to us the exact time 
in which Alciphron wrote; but there 
is no danger in affirming that it muſt 
daye been at a period when the Greek 
language was purified. to its higheſt 
pitch of elegance and perfection. 
4 a te jeuery will juſtify. 


Dr, Jenin days, that * Alciphron, 
8 ancient Greek Writer, deſerves to 
e peruſed; but, he who ſhall expect 
much entertainment from his com- 
Poſitions will find himſelf Marre 
ed.“ In anſwer. to this, 1 can only 
ay, that upon experience. I found 
-it. otherwiſe. To the reading of Al- 
ciphron I went with ex pectations 

. raiſed by the favourable cri- 


ticiſms 


— 


, a . 


e 
tieiſins af à friend, and i ths pe- 
ruſal of him 1 found myſelf by no 


| meang:difappointed ; my complaints 
againſt forturte Int having kept me fo 
long ignorant of him were only 
checked by the fatis faction felt at 
being then malle acquainted wir 
him. Such were the fentiments which 
I entertained after reading Alciphrotrs 
letters; and why ſhould: 1 diſguiſe 
them? If they are erroneous the 
world has too much juſtice and too 


much diſeernment to quit Jortin's 


truths, and 'enibrace my efrorsg if 
they are juſt, why ſhould the talents 
of any man, however extenſtve, or 
his worth however approved, ſane- 
tify even his errors, or eſtabliſh thoſe 
opinions which are found to be re- 
ere to truth. Provoco ad "> 


Dr. Join Kaye, 6 « The letters 
of Alciphron are for the moſt part 
| 2 8 and frivolous, though 
admired 
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admired EV? 0 by Berg- | 


ler. the editor, and ſome of the 
learned.“ May not this be reaſon- 
ably called too haſty a manner of 
deciding upon the fame of an author 
who is allowed to have found ad- 
mirers among the learned? If they 
are unintereſting, it muſt be to thoſe 


who have no curioſity to be acquaint- 


ed with the domeſtic occurrences of 


the Greeks. And was Dr. Jortin of 
that number? If they are frivolous, 


it muſt be in the opinion of thoſe 
who will not ſuffer themſelves to be 
drawn aſide from the intricacies of | 
ſcience, or the diſquiſitions of phi- 
loſophy, by the allurements of ra- 


tional and elegant entertainment. In 


a correſpondence between a fiſherman 


and his wife, what is the reader to 
expect but the recital of ſome do- 
meſtic occurrence, u hich may give 


an inſight into the general manners 


of the. Reapie in; hn PAFUCUIAE rank E 


PRICEY | ; of 


„ 

of life, ſome alluſion by which the 
cuſtoms of their country may be aſ- 

certained; or ſome little peculiarity 
by which we are enabled to form a 
better Judgement of their national 
character? From the moſt uninter- 
eſting and moſt frivolous of Alci- 
phron's letters theſe advantages may 
be gained. I can moreover ſay, that 
in thoſe letters which paſs between 
the different ſexes may- be found the 
moſt perfect models of Attic elegance; 
and were I to refer. my reader to the 
moſt remarkable inſtances of this, 1 
ſhould perhaps venture to inform him, 
that in Menander's Epiſtle * to Gly- 
cera he will diſcern a ſpirit of gallan- 
try which breathes every thing that 
beauty can inſpire ; and in her anſwer 
every tender ſentiment which fondneſs 


can give birth to, and every elegant 
turn that wit can produce. | 


* Book II. Letter III. 


Dr. 


1. 


Pr. Jortin thinks that © Alciphron, 
who was a profeſſor of rhetorick, per- 
haps. drew up theſe epiſtles for the 


- uſe of his ſcholars, to teach them to 


Ipeak and write Greek with purity 
and facility.” The general tenor of 
theſe letters militates, I th ink, againſt 
this opinion, and there is one in the 
original collection which makes it 
almoſt impoſſible to be juſt; The 

inveſtigation of letters which treat ſo 


frequently upon amorous ſubjects is 


a relaxation ill according with the 
diſcipline of ſcholaſtic purſuits; and 


the one letter to which 1 allude 


offends fo grievouſly againſt the laws 
of decorum and propriety, that I have 
omitted it in the tranſlation; and I 
apprehend the ſame reaſon which 
prevents my ſubmitting ſuch a com- 
poſition to the eye of modeſty, muſt 
have prevented any inſtructor of com- 
mon ſenſe from propoſing it to his 

. | pupils 


. 44, 3 


pupils as a | incidet worthy of age | 
Hott and imitation. | 23 


Dr. Jortin 4 that! Alegre 


en Wot written his letters as examples 


from which he wiſhed to form the 
ſtyle of his ſcholars, therefore he 
ſeruples not to make his ploughmen 
and fiſherwomen talk as correctiy as 
Demoſthenes and Lyſias.“ But is 


Alciphron guilty of this'impropriety? 


I believe not. If we examine the 
different ſtyles of the different cor- 
reſpondents, we ſhall, I think, diſ- 
cover that to each claſs is alligned a 
peculiar and appropriate manner of 
writing, and the equal correctneſs 
here mentioned will be found to ex- 
tend only to their grammatical aceu- 
Tacy. A deficiency in which, though 
it might aptly enough characteriſe 
the converſation of the loweſt mecha- 
| nic, would be too diſguſting 1 in a ſe- 

| 0 rious 


* 


6 3-3. 
rious performance to ſuit the taſte of 
the vul gareſt reader. Let the letters 
of Lamia, Glycera, Bacchis, Leon- 
tium, and Menander, be compared 
with thoſe of the huſbandmen, and 
the paraſite, and the ſtyles of each 
will be found as different as the 
difference of character requires. The 
paraſite is diſtinguiſhed, by coarſe 
ideas, and groſs expreſſions, and the 
huſbandman by obſervations natfrally - 
occurring to perſons in his ſituation, 
and language ſuited to his Subſea; 


| ther the e of ene 0 nor 
the raillery of elegant wit; we have 
neither copiouſneſs, variety, nor ſplen- 
dour; ſuch ornaments are reſerved. for 
thoſe characters who can wear them 
" with greater propriety, and exh ibit 
li them with a better Sn 


| | Upon the ks hl 1 = not ot heſitate 
—_—  . Mi recommend Alciphron as an au- 
| thor 


( 19 


thor who may be intereſting to the 
generality of readers, and whoſe work 
is the produce of an elegant mind 
and a vigorous imagination. Had he 
Written in verſe inſtead of proſe, I 
am perſuaded. the Epiſtles of Ovid 
would not have been the firſt favorites 
with perſons devoted to that claſs of 
reading, nor would Catullus have 
borne the palm for terſeneſs and ele- 
gance. Occupied by this opinion, I 
have ventured to make an attempt, 
ſuch as it is, toward putting one of 
his epiſtles into a metrical form, This 
I readily ſubmit to the mercy, or the 
forbearance, of the critics, aſſuring 
them that I ſhall chearfully acquieſce 
in their deciſion upon my tranſlation, 
provided they will allow me to re- 
_ tain the opinion I have formed of 
my original. 
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LAMIA To DEMETRIUS: 


LETTER I. Lis. 2. 


Torr lines, my lord, your e wilt 


excuſe; 
Nor ſcorn the freedom which you bade me uſe: - 


| You're wont, tho' regal ſtate your ſteps attend, 


To Lamia's tales no idle ear to lend ; 
Oft try'd and oft approv'd my conſtancy, 


Lou turn from nought chat breathes of love 


and me. 


When my Derffetrius on the proud parade 
Shines forth, with martial air and pomp diſplay d, 
Here his retinue, there his ſoldiers ſtand, 
And wait in ſplendid ranks their Lord's com- 

mand, | 


Cs Gail 


OC 22 )- 


Gaziog, 1 think o'er all his battles won, 7 

And turn abaſh'd as from a noon-day ſun. 

How fondly beats exulting Lamia's breaft, - 

When in full pride the hero ſtands confeſt! 

Pleas'd once again the ſplendid ſcenes I view, 

Yet ſcarce can think the ſplendid ſcenes are true. 
Fair tho? they be, and real as they ſeem, 

Ahl truſt not, Lamia, the deluſive dream. 

Is this Demetrius? Can this be he, 8 

Who all his pomp forgetting thinks on thee? 
Is it with thee that many a live-long day, 

The wooing warrior ſpends in amorous play, | 

Or ſends excuſes when he ſtays away ? 

Can this be he, who liſtens all night long 

To Lamia's prattle, 'or to Lamia's ſong ? 

Or can there aught exiſt in Lamia's charms, 

To make him leave for thine Gnathena's arms? 

Then to the Gods I pour a filent train, 

Oh ſend Demetrius to my arms again! 

For ever thus Pm toſs'd *twixt hope and fear, 

Till my fick foul Demetrius comes to chear. 

But in that moment of his bleſt return 

With love renew'd and happitr hopes I burn, 

Quick to a gayer note I change the ſtrain, 

And till, though in a gayer note, complain. 

* And is this he (within myſelf I ſay) 

Who fills the flying ſquadrons with diſmay : 


And 


( 23 ) 


And do J preſs within theſe clinging arms 
The man, whoſe name can ſcatter ſuch alarms ? 
Whoſe proweſs Thracian hoſts with terror own; 
And the firm phalanxes of Macedon ? | 
Where is his valour now, his terror where, 
That whom all dread, I only ſcorn to fear? 
To-day my power upon this chief Ill prove, 


Heroes in war are men, alas! in love. 


By all the charms of love, I ſwear, to me 

The Demigod ſhall ſuppliant bend his knee. 

This lute ſhall drive him S from the 
field, | 


And he, who yields to.none, to me ſhall yield.” 


Once every year, with feaſt arid myſtic rite; - 
To Venus' name I conſecrate the night; 
Three days from this the banquet I prepare, 
Fach former banquet to ſurpaſs, my care. 

Oh ! Leave all meaner things and come, my 
Lord, ALAS | 

And taſte the pleafures of the feſtive board: 

But, that the ſolemn feſtival may prove 

Worthy-Demetrius, and the Queen of Love, 

Leſt honour due, unſeemly thrift deny, 

The means your liberal kindneſs muſt ſupply. 

The boon, my Lord, for which thy Lamia ſues, 

Oh ! think on Lamia's truth ere thou refuſe. 


C 4 Since 


( 24). 
Since firſt Demetrius ſeal'd his Lands! 8 bg, 
Imprinting on her lips a rapturous kiſs; 
Say, did I e'er for mercenary gain 
To vile purſuits the facred truft profane ? 
Say, did I &er from thee eſtrange my heart, 
Or rule thy paſſion with a woman's art? 
Let boaſt not I that, to Demetrius true, 
Ihe faithful track of duty I purſue ; 
For who ſo bold that he ſhould dare engage, 
Tempting thy Lamia's love, to tempt thy rage? 


Swift in his coming is the God of Love, 

Nor in departure flow his pinions move; 
With varying wing he cleaves the ſubtle air, 
Buoyed up with hope, or flacken'd by deſpair. 
This truth, to every female deſpot known, 
Wrings from the ſuffering lover many a groan. 
' Encourag'd now by ſmiles, now check'd by 
pride, 
While ſtill the promis'd favour is denied, 

By art and ſxilful management led on, 

He hopes a thouſand joys ere lights on one. 
To ſuch nice arts each . N may 

fly, 
Left cloy'd with too much ſweets the lover die; * 
(This game of falſhood Lamia ſcorns to play, 
Nor fears Demetrius love ſhould e' er decay.) 
A thou- 
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A thouſand ſekemes the fickle fair-one tries 
And cheats her lover by a thouſand lies; 
With well-feign'd fickneſs now ſhe ſeems to die, 
When to her aid the knows the fool will fly. 
From his ſhrunk purſe ſhe makes her nn com- 
plete, 
Then generous bids him to a OE, treat, 
Still on vain hopes the famiſh'd lover feeds, 
While to each promis'd bliſs delay ſucceeds, 
The ductile youth, by paſſion led away, | 
Still forms new hopes, till fears ſome new delay. 
I too could equal arts with theſe profeſs ' 
And equal cunning, where my love was leſs. 
But ſhall thy Lamia with an harlot's art 
Preſume to triumph o'er a royal heart? 
Bleſt to be thine is more than woman's lot; 
And ſhall that proud diſtinction- be forgot? 
Far be the thought profane : ah! truſt my love 
Thy Lamia ne'er ſhall ſo ungrateful prove; 
Nay rather welcome ſhould that fate appear, 
Which prov'd by death itſelf my love fincere. 


Our ſplendid feaſt not thro? one houſe alone 
Or thro' our Athens only ſhall be known; 
But Greece itſelf ſhall ring with Lamia's name, 
4 envious Sparta hear her ſpreading fame. 


Then 
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Then let that coward, carping, vagrant race, 
Affect on Lamia's name to fix diſgrace ; 
Een let them vent on us their ſneering ſaws, 
And quote Lycurgus and his muſty laws. 


Come, and thyſelf appoint the happy hour. 


* * 


AD. 


Heed not their ſcoffs: but to thy Lamia's bower 


S 
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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


HE following tranſlation, which it 
1 has been my ftudy to render rather 
an accurate than an elegant one, is made 
from Bergler's edition of Alciphron, printed 
at Leipſic in the year 1715 beſides which 
there is no other edition of the work, ex- 
cept the * Aldine, which is deſtitute of the 
laſt book, and one printed at Geneva with 
the ſame imperfection. The notes, moſt 
of which are taken from Athenæus and 
Potter, will be found rather calculated to 
convey information to the Engliſh reader, 
than to ſupply materials worthy the inveſ- 
tigation of the more profound critic. 


* The edition of Greek epiſtles, printed by Aldus, in- 
cludes not only the letters of Alciphron, but the whole body 


of Greek Epiſtolary writers, conſiſting of thirty-five differs 
ent authors, 
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LETTER I. 
Evpivs ro PHILOSCAPHUS. | 


"HE ſea 120 to-tlny lulled its wareiald 
a calm favourable to our deſigns. The 
tempeſt laſted three days, and violently did 
the northern blaſts blow from the cliffs to- 
ward the fea, which darkening: became 
horrific, while upon its ſurface the foam 
whitened *, the waves in the mean time on. 
every fide breaking, ſore by daſhing againſt * 
the rocks, and others / burſting from their 


* Whitened, »zZu9yxc, effloreſceret. i believe our lane 
| guage has no word by which this can "OR ou ex- 
bes 


own 


K 
. -own ſwell: our occupation was at an end; 
ſo taking poſſeſſion of ſome little huts upon 
the ſhore, and gathering together ſome 
chips left by the ſhipwrights from the oaks 
they had cut down, and with theſe making 
a fire, we ſoothed the bitterneſs of the cold. 
But the fourth day now arriving, which is 
ſurely an halcyon one (as we may reaſon- 
ably expect from the ſerenity of the atmoſ- 
| phere), has diſcovered to us a world of trea- 
ſures. As ſoon as the ſun made his ap- 
pearance, and his firſt ray. beamed upon the 
Ocean, we carefully launched our baat, 
which we had before drawn on ſhore, and 
putting.on board our nets we went to work ; 
when (oh! what a glorious appearance! 
what a multitude of fiſh we drew up!) the 
net, carried ſo deeply under water by its 
weight, was near drawing the corks under; 
_ inſtantly, however, the fiſh-buyers were 
at hand, with the yoke upon their ſhoul- 
ders, from either end of which they ſuſ- 
pended a wicker-baſket, and throwing 
n their money ey our fiſh, haſtened 
from 


. 
from the Phalerum * to the city: we ſatis« 
fied all their demands, and moreover car - 
ried home to our wives and children no 
ſmall heap of the lefler fiſh, ſufficient for 
them, not for one day only, but, in caſe 
the ſtorm ſhould return, for many days. 


LET KB u. 
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1 To Cynon. 


LL our 1 Se have bank | 
thrown away, parched as we are by the 
heatof the ſun all the day, andſkimmingthe 
ſurface of the deep all night. According to 
the proverb, we may be ſaid to-empty our 


* The Phalerum was one of the three Lena of 


Athens, diſtant from the city dars As, or near 
four Roman miles. 


pitchers 


( 32 ) 

pitchers. into the \caſks of the Danaide a, 
fo vainly and unprofitably do we labour, 
Not even a little ſnell-fiſu, or a Pelorian 
oyſter, falls to our ſhare to ſatisfy our ape- 

tites ; our maſter takes away all the _ 
and every. farthing of money: nor does 
this content him, but he ſearches the boat 
through and through; and not long ago, 
when we ſent the lad Hermon from Mu- 
nxychia, with ſome proviſions for him, he 
det us to gathering the ſponge and ſea- 
wool, which grows freely in Lemnos, by 
the lake of Eurynome. Thus he impoſed 
an additional taſk upon us; but Hermon 
(leaving his baſket with the fiſh, and us 
with our boat,) with his ſkiff and an oar 
took himſelf off, and joined himſelf with 
ſome Rhodian failors. Our maſter loſt a 


good ſervant, and we a een enn 
of our labours. 47 3002 


* The Danaidz were the fifty 8 of Danaus, who 
being married to the fifty ſons of Egyptus, all of them, 
except one, put their huſbands to death on the wedding : 
night. Jupiter, as a puniſhment to them in the ſhades be - 
low, ſentenced them to pour water Sy into caſks 
which were full of holes, 


Fwy 


LETTER m. 
GCravers To GALATE A. | 


ARTH is indeed a bleſſing; dry land is 

productive of no danger. Wiſely then 
did the inhabitants * of Attica give to the 
earth the name of Aneſidora, for ſhe ſupplies 
us with advantages, by the help of which 
we live and preſerve ourſelves; but the ſea 
is full of hardſhips, and navigation precipi- 
tates us into danger, I may with juſtice 
paſs this opinion, which I have learnt by 
trial and experience : once, as I went 
about ſelling my fiſh, I heard one of thoſe 
fellows in the painted porch, who go 
without ſhoes , with his pale face, re- 


peating 


* Corn is ſaid firſt to have been produced in Attica, 
which accounts for its inhabitants particularly giving the 
earth the name of Anefidora, or the producer of gifts. 

+ Fellows in the painted porch who go without ſhoes. 
This is a ridiculous manner of deſcribing the philoſophers, 
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LL o& 19 
peating verſes, and ridiculing the folly of 
thoſe who go to ſea; he ſaid they were the 


verſes of one Aratus, a great aſtronomer, 


As far as I can recollect, this was a part of 
them; © A ſmall plank “ of wood forms 
the ſeparation between the ſailor and death.“ 


Why then, my dear wife, do we not grow 


wiſe, -and at laſt, though late in our lives, - 


fly from this neighbourhood of death; more 


particularly now, as we live for the ſake 


whoſe ſlovenlineſs, or poverty, was a common fubject of 
raillery among the comic writers of the Greeks. Ariſto- 


' Phanes, ſpeaking of Socrates and his followers, ſays, 


„% Yon mean thoſe pallid-looking men who have no ſhoes 
on,” Theocritus introduces a Pythagorean in much the 
ſame manner; and Amipſias, a character of Laertius, ſays, 
with ſome humour, that * the race of philoſophers have 
ſprung up to the detriment of fhoe-makers. Thus too Ari- 


' Kippus to a philoſophical ſhoemaker, who reproved him 


for living luxuriouſly, © you forget :” ſays he, that I, 
who wear ſhoes, am of ſome uſe to your profeſſion ; direct 
your abuſe then to Antiſthenes, who not only wears none 


- himſelf, but perſuades others to go without them.“ 


* 4 ſmall plark. This line comes from Aratus ** Ne 3 
N ED aid ken, literally, a ſmall plank defends from 
death, | x 4 get | Hem 


: 1 


(35 
of our children; for whom, though by rea- 
ſon of our poverty, we have nothing great 
in ſtore, yet this we ſhall be able to 4 
accompliſh for their ſakes : they ſhall 
know nothing of the ſwelling wave,. and. 
the. dangers of the deep; but they ſhall 
be brought up to huſbandry, and embrace 


a way of life which will enſure them 
ſafety, and contribute to their happineſs. 


LETTER IV. 


CrMorfus To TRITO NIS. 


HAT a difference there is between 
the ſea and the land! In the ſame 
proportion do we who live upon the ſea 
differ from thoſe who live in towns and 


D 2 villages. 


(5) 


villages. They indeed, ſome of them, 

without ſtirring beyond the gates of their 
own town, tranſact the buſineſs of the 
public ; and ſome of them, applying 
themſelves to agriculture, depend upon the 
fruits of the earth for their ſubſiſtance. Now, 

to us who live upon the water, land is ab- 
ſolute death; as it is to the fiſh, who can- 
not breathe the air: What then is come to 
you, wife, that leaving the ſhore, and the 
cate of the nets, you go ſo often to the 
city, celebrating with thoſe extravagant 

women of Athens their Bacchanalian 
feaſts *? This is neither wiſe nor proper. 
Not for ſuch a purpoſe did your father in 
Agina, where you chanced to be brought 
up and educated, give you to me to be ini- 
tiated in the myſteries of wedlock. If you 


* Bacchanalian feaſts, the Oſcophoria and Lenzan fef- 


© - tivals. The former of which is fo called from a part of 


ceremony, which conſiſts in carrying boughs hung with the 
bunches of grapes, which are termed ooxs ; the latter 
called Lenzan, from Lenæus a name of Bacchus. 


ſet 


(37) 
ſet your mind upon the city, farewell, go 


about your buſineſs ; but, if making a pru- 
dent choice you determine to attach your- 
ſelf to the ſea and its concerns, return ta 
your huſband ; but forget for ever the city 
and its deluſive amuſements.. 


J 


L E T LA E R V. | 
NavBaTEs To RRHOT HIUS. ; 
OU fancy yourſelf the only rich man 
in the world, becauſe you can decoy 
my fiſhermen from ſerving me, by holding 
out to them the lure of greater wages. 
This, indeed, you may eaſily do, for it 


happened that a caſt of your net lately 
brought up ſome of Darius's*® golden coin; 


*The golden coin of Darius was remarkable for its 
purity, and is mentioned as ſuch by Herodotus and 
others. It was nearly of the value of our guinea, and was 
ümpreſſed with the figure of an archer. | 


D 3 the 


(3 ) 
the relies perhaps of the ſea fight off Sa- 
lamis, ſome Perſian veſſel I ſuppoſe being 
ſunk with her crew and her ſtores, at the 
time when Themiſtocles, the ſon of Neo- 
cles, in honour! of our anceſtors, erected 
his great trophy againſt the Medes. I, for 
my part, am ſatisfied in being able, by the 
daily labour of my hands, to provide for 
my neceſſities: but, if you are rich, uſe 
your fortune with juſtice, not as the miniſ- 
ter of wickedneſs, but as the ſervant of 


honour and virtue. 
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Panxory 70 Eurnvsvrvs. 


O U noted me, oh Exthubulus, 
a woman of no mean rank, or deſti- 
tute of titles, but one ennobled by the blood 


of 


6 


[4-3 
of both father and mother. Soſthenes of 
Steiria* was my father, and Damophyla 
was my mother, who united me, an 
% heireſs, with you in marriage, for the pur- 
poſe of perpetuating the family by legiti- 
mate offspring; but you, with an eye+ eafily 
attracted, and looſely directed to every 
wanton object of pleaſure, to the neglect 
of ' myſelf and children, attach yourſelf: to 
Galene the daughter of Thalaſſion, a ſtran- 
ger from Hermione, to whom, with a 
miſchief to her band of followers, the Pi- 

'rzus 1 has afforded ſhelter. The young 
ſailors flock to her entertainments, and 


* * Steiria, a little borough of Attiea. 
+ With an eye, &c. It is difficult to give the exact tranſ- 
lation of the text in this paſſage,  J gadiog wy r o 
: cs *. ag non a XEXVanvcs 
} The Pirzus was the chief harbour of the Athenians, 
abit the ſame diſtance from the city, As the Phalerym 
mentioned in letter I. It was populous and well inhabited, 
till deſtroyed by Sylla in the Mithridatic war. Its ruinous 
remains, however, are mentioned by Strabo, who flouriſhed. 
under Auguſtus and Tiberius, 


© WW ' each 
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each brings ſome preſent, which ſhe ac- 

cepts and deyours with the voracity of 
Charibdis. You, however, going beyond 
their vulgar preſents of fiſh, do hot think 
of offering your pilchards or your barbels ; 
but, being ſomewhat nearer years of diſ- 
cretion, having been ſome time a married 
man, and the father of a family not very 
young, deſirous to elbow your rivals out 
of the way, fend her your Mileſian net- 
work, your Sicilian garments, and gold 
beſides, Deſiſt from this ill-uſage, and 
be no longer hunting after every woman 
you ſee; or be aſſured that I ſhall go to 
my father, who will not overlook me, 


and who will proſecute you for vaur Cri» 
minality * * 


criminaliy.— The Greek word is xaz&o:w;, which was 


the legal term for an action brought on any occaſion W 
wife agaiuſt her byſband. 


LET. 


(4 } 


—— 
"TAL sees To Pon rive. 


Hare ſent vou a e a fandal, 
ſome mullets, and five-and-thirty 
purple fiſh; and you ſent me a pair 
of oars, becauſe my own were broken. 
This interchange of gifts is the traffic of 
friendſhip ; and he, who really and truly 
wiſhes for ſuch an intercourſe, ſhews 
plainly that, he conſiders his own poſſeſ- 
ſions, and thoſe of his n a com- 
mon property. | 


/ 


WET YT VIII. 
Berert ande 1 0 Craven. 


JEOPLE in Joubt 8 conſult 
thoſe who with them well. So l, 
having addrefled myſelf frequently to the 


winds, 


0 4² TY 


FER upon ſubjects of which I dared not, 
my dear, communicate one ſy llable to you, 
now unburthen my whole mind to you, 
and requeſt of you to give me the beft ad- 
vice you can. Hear then all circumſtances, 
and the matter upon which I want your 
opinion: our affairs, you know, are alto- 
gether at a ſtand, our fortune is very nar- 
roy; for the ſea does not furniſh us with 
a livelihood. © That bark which yo ſee, 
furniſbed with ſo many. oars, \is'a Cory- 
cian *; the crew in her are pirates. They 
want me Uto take a ſhare in their under- 
taking, promiſing me wealth upon wealth. 
For the money which they promiſe, and 
for ſome clothes, I have a great long- 
ing; but I cannot-ſubmit-to become a 
murderer, and ſtain thoſe hands in blood 
which 'the ſea has from my childhood, 
till now, preſerved uncontaminated by 
wickedneſs ; yet to continue yoked with 
f poverty is hard and Intolerable, Deter- 


* Corycian, 80 called * a mountain in Aſia Minor, 
famous for being inhabited by pirates, : 
WO 1 | mine 


EE. 

mine upon one of theſe things, by balane- 
ing them in your mind: to whichſoever 
of them you, my dear, ſhall once incline, 
that will I purſue; for the advice of our 
friends is accuſtomed to Ar any 
doubtful n of our o w. 
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AEGIALEUS ro STrRUTHIO. 


HE Devil take it, how unfortu- 
nately for us matters turn out! I 
am eee like Mandrobulus*1 in the 


_ 
' PENS 1 +4 ; : 2 + 


122 n in the da. This W an- 
wers to our Worſe and worſe,” and takes its riſe from the 
following circumſtance: Mandrobulus, having had the good 
luck to'diſcover a vaſt treaſure, in gratitude to the Gods 
offered up to them a ſacrifice of a golden ram; upon a fu- 
ture occaſion the ram which he offered was made of filver ; 
after that, he deſcended to a brazen offering, and at laſt 
deſiſted from making ny offering at all; 


proverb, 


(44) 


proverb. However, I have laid in a few fare 
things-worth of neceſſaries, that's ſome 
ſome comfort to my craving appetite. Now 
is your time, Struthio, to give me your aſ- 
ſiſtance; and you may expect ſome re- 
compence from my ſea goods. I want 
you to introduce me to one or two of thoſe 
fellows who have wells of money, either 
Eraſicles, the Sphettian, or Philoſtratus, 
of Cholargis, that I may bring them 
my baſkets of fiſh; for, beſides the 
ſpending of his money, there will be in 
his houſe ſome entertainment at the feaſt 
of Bacchus“ and the Apaturia T. This 
will moreover preſerve us from the bitter 
gripe of thoſe. officers of the market, who 
will any day, for their own gain, injure | 
us harmleſs people. You paraſites have 
great influence with the rich young men: 
not words only, but ets, ſhew the truth 


; of this, 


* Of the feaſts of Bacchus we have before ſpoken, 1. 4. 
+ The Apaturia was firſt inſtituted at Athens, in memory 
of a ſtratagem by which Melanthius, the Athenian King, 
overcame Xanthus, King of Bæotia. It has its name from 
ararn, Which ſignifies deceit, | 
| | LE T« 
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42 2 LETTER X. 
 Cxrnarvs To Poxrius. 


ILIIORR OR, you perceive, takes poſſeſs 
- 4 ſion of the ſea, a collected gloom has 
overſpread the Heaven, and all things on 
every ſide are enveloped in clouds of dark- 
neſs, The winds, contending . amongſt 
themſelves, tell how violently they will, 
ere long, diſturb the deep; and the dol- 
phins, leaping out of the water, and glid- 
ing along the ſwelling ſurface, declare the 
approach of ſtorm and tempeſt. Deep 
aſtronomers ſay, that the riſing of the bull 
is now at hand. They who ate provident 
to guard againſt danger of this nature, are 
generally preſerved in ſafety ; but they 
who once commit themſelves to the ocean, 
giving their helm to be directed by chance, 
are in jeopardy : hence it is that we hear 
of their driving with violence upon rocks, 


9 


d © (4-08; )? 
or ſinking, ſome near the promontory of 
Malea, ſome in the Sicilian bay “, and ſome 
upon the coaſt of Lycia. But the cliff 

Caphareus is not more cotiveniettt than any 
of theſe for a ſhelter in the time of ſtorm 
and danger. After waiting, therefore, till 
the ſea is appeaſed, and the weather be- 
comes clear, let us go round to the ſhore 
of Caphareus, that, if any carcaſs ſhould 


be found thrown up from the ſhipwreck, 


we may bury it with funeral rites : for a 
good action is not without reward, 
though the recompenſe of well-doing ſhould 
not immediately appear; the ſecret re- 
collection of it nouriſhes men beyond the 
hopes of reward, and takes poſſeſſion of the 
whole heart, particularly when they have 
conferred a benefit upon thoſe of their fel- 
low. creatures who are no more . 


LE T- 


This navigation was conſidered as ſo been that 
it gave riſe to a Greek proverb: when you paſs the Ma- 
lea, bid your family good bye.“ Malea is a e 

in the ſouthern parts of the Peloponneſe. 
+ To be deprived of the rights of ſepulture, was con- 
fidered by the ancients as the greateſt calamity that could 
| befal} 
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THYNNEVUs To Scorxrus. 
as 


H Scopelus-! ! have you ert the 
heavy news? The Athenians, pre- 
pared for battle, are going to ſend à fleet 

out to ſea; and already the Paralos and 

the Salamis, the two beſt ſailing packets, 

have looſened their cables from the-ſhores, . 
and put on board the conductors, who are 
to give orders as to the manner and time in 
which they are to commence the fight. The | 
other veſſels, which carry the troops, muſt - 
have a good many oars, and not unſkilful 
rowers, to contend with the winds and the 
waves, What then, my good friend, are 
we to do? Are we to run away, or to ſtand 


befall any one. To defraud the dead of this reſpect was an 
unpardonable ſacrilege, and every one readily paid it, as he 
hoped to receive it in his turn., In the manner of perform- 
ing their funcral ceremonies. Pluto. firſt inſtructed the Gre- 
_ cians; from which circumſtance, fabulous hiſtory, by an 
eaſy proceſs, has repreſented him as the r of the 
ſhades, 


it? 
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it? They are collecting from the Piræus, 
Phalerum, and Sunium “, as far as the 
territories of Geræſtus , all the ſea- faring 
men. But how ſhould we, who are un- 
uſed even to the buſtle of the forum, ſup- 
port to be placed in the rauks, and ſerve as 
ſioldiers? Since there is a choice of two diffi- 
culties, whether to run away to my wife 
and children, or to ſtay and ſacrifice myſelf 
to the weapons of the adverſary, and the 
| dangers of the ſea; as the ſtaying ſeems un- 
| profitable, the __ away is more ads 
viſeable, 


LETTER XI. 
NavsiBivs To PxYMNEAUs 


I bid not know how nice and delicate 
| the rich youths of Athens were. But 
BK lately Pamphilus, and ſome of his com- 
» Sanum, a borough of Attica, 

[ | + Geræſtus, a village in Eubza, 

2 . paäanions 
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paniohs hicing a veſſel of me der they 
might fail with me in a calm fea, and par- 
take in the fiſhing, I diſcovered the luxu- 
ries they are ſupphed with at ſea. Unable 
to bear the hard boards of the ſhip, and 
ſtretching himſelf upon tapeſtry and cu- 
rious mantles (for he faid; he could not 
lie like the reſt upon a common - blanket, 
finding the deck, I ſuppoſe, harder than 
ſtone) he deſired me to form a ſhade for 
him, by ſtretching the ſail-cloth.over him, 
for he could not at all ſupport the rays of 
the ſun; Now, we ſailors, and indeed 
people in general who are not abundantly 
rich, endeavour as much as we can to be 
well warmed by the fun ; for the fea is as 
cold as ice. But, as we went along, our 
crew conſiſted not of Pamphilus only and his 
companions, but a beautiful tribe of young 
women were with us, all of them fond of 
muſickx. One was called Crumation, and 
ſhe played upon a pipe, another was Erato, 
and ſhe handled the pſaltery, a third was 
Evepe, and ſhe ſounded the cymbals. Mx 


E veſſel 


= 
. veſſel was thus full of muſick, the ſea re- 
ſounded with ſongs, and every thing was 
produdtive of pleaſure. But all this did 
not ſatisfy me; for many of this gentle- 
man's companions, and particularly. that 
difagreeable Glaucias was more trouble- 
ſome to me than an odious Telchinian v. 
But when Pamphilus paid down a round 
ſum of money, that ſoftened me; and now 
I admire theſe nautical revels, and I long 
to find another of theſe luxurious and ex- 

> NIE nen 
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An ill-tempered troubleſome fellow is ſometimes 
called by the Greeks a Telchinian, from a body of people 

- fo named, who were remarkable for ſuch a diſpoſition. 
They were moſt of them artificers, who ' dwelt firſt in 
Crete, then in Cyprus, from whence they wandered to 
Rhodes. | 
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LETTER XIII. 


 Avcutrivs To HARMENIUS- 


F you can aſſiſt me, pray ſay ſo, but 

without diſclofing my concerns to aux 
body elſe. But, if you cannot aſſiſt me, 
ſtill be more ſecret than an Areopagite *. 
1 will tell you the whole ſtate of the caſe. 
Since love has, had. poſſeſſion of me, it has 
not ſuffered me to be guided by reaſon, 
but my underſtanding is ſunk in my paſ- 
fion. Upon what can love be nouriſhed, 
when he attacks a poor fiſherman, who is 
content, if he can furniſh the neceſſary 
food for- the day. But I burn with all 


* More ſecret than an Areopagite.] The Areopagites 
formed a ſenate at Athens, and took their name from the 
epuo; ape, Or hill of mars, where their buſineſs was 
tranſacted. The phraſe ſecret as an Areopagite, is a prover- 
bial ſarcaſm, which infinuates that the Areopagites were 


careful to conceal from the people the tranſactions of their 
aſſembly, | 
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| the violence of men of property and edu- 


— — US a 6 
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it lay not merely broken by the weight of 
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cation, And I, who formerly laughed at 
them as the flaves of effeminancy, am 


_ myſelf governed by my paſſion, I think of 


nething but matrimony, F dream of Hy- 
men the fon of Terpſichore. But the ob- 


*5e& of my affection is the daughter of one 


of thofe ſtrangers who ſettled in the Pirzus 


from Hermione. I cannot indeed produce 


an equivalent fortune, but ſhewing myſelf 


-what I am, a fiſherman, unleſs her father 
be a madman, I think I may de looked 
Syom as 3 proper match. | 


LETTER: XIV. 
Encymon To Haticrtyyvs. 


SAW upon the Suniar ſhore, an old 
worn-out net, and aſked whoſe it was: 


us 
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its draught, but deſtroyed by length of 
time. They ſaid it was ſome property of 
yours which had been there theſe four years, 
that catching upon the rock under water 
the folds of it were divided in the middle, 
and that it has remained there from that 
time as you would neither have it mended, 
nor taken away; for none of the neigh- 
bours choſe to touch what belonged to 
another. It happens, therefore, that what 
zs left of it is neither their property, nor 
yours, to whom it formerly belonged. 1 
aſk you, then, for that which, by the ha- 
vock of time, has ceaſed to be your poſ- 
ſeſſion. Vou will, no doubt, readily make 
a preſent of what, without thinking of the 
loſs, you had devoted to deſtruction. 


— 


R 


1. E T E R XV. 


. Har: CTYPUS 1 0 ENCYMON, 
HE « eye of a 4atboar, ſays the 
proverb, is a curſe upon your pro- 

party: What buſineſs have you with my 
concerns? Why do you imagine that what 

I regard with negligence is to become your 

poſſeſſion? Keep your hands off, reſtrain 
your inſatiable deſires. Nor let your graſp- 
ing at other people's goods drive you to aſk 
favours which are unreaſonable. 


a. 4 


LETTER XVI. 


* EncCYMON To HALICTYPUS. 


DI D not aſk you for what you poſ- 
ſeſs, but for what you do not poſſeſs. 
But fince you will not allow another to 


enjoy 


o 
enjoy what you cannot yourſelf, retain ſtill 
thoſe things which you cannot be ſaid to 
e re | 27 CDS 


„LETTER XY: 3: 


E us AEN US To LIMENARCHUS. 
ILL not that fiſherman of Leſ- 
bos be ſent to the + crows! He 
called out, that the ſea. was in one part 
darkened by the approaching multitudes of 
Tunnies and Pelamides I. And we believ- 
ing him encloſed within our net, almoſt 
the whole boſom of the deep, then we 


* Fiſherman ; 3 oxeruw3pyo;, means particularly that man 
whoſe office it was to aſſiſt the fiſhery, by watching the ap- 
proach of a ſhoal of fiſn. | 

'+ To the crows.) This is a more polite way of ſaying, 
to the devil: we ſay, © ſuch a thing is gone 10 he Dogs.” 

IT The Pelamides are Tunnies of a year old, according to 
Pliny. 
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were troubled, and the drag was heavier 
than any draught of fiſhes,” Big with hopes 
we called in the neighbours, promifing to 
make them partakers in the booty, if they 
would aſſiſt us with their labour. At 
length, with great difficulty and late in 
- the evening, we drew out an enormous 
camel, putrifying and covered with worms. 
I do not tell you of this booty that you 
may laugh at me, but that you may ſee 
by what contrivances fortune attacks me, 


— 


LETTER XVII 


EveLovs To THALASSEROS, 


Vo ate either grown overdelicate in 
| Y your taſte, or. you are mad, for 1 
hear you have attached yourſelf to a ſing- 

ing girl, and in your deſtructive viſits to 
her you ſquander away the daily profits of 

8 your 


(hy - © 
your trade. Your neighbour Sofias, a 
very honeſt man told me this, and he is 
one of thoſe who ſtrictly adhere to truth, 
nor is ever betrayed into a falſhood ; I 
mean the Soſias who is famous for cooking 
up that delicious ſauce made of the ſmall 
ſiſh which he entangles in his net, Tell 
me, then, I beg of you (as he faid when 
he told me the ſtory) where did you piek 
up your knowledge of the diatomic, and 
chromatic and enharmonic melody. For 
at the ſame inſtant in which you fell in love 
with this girl, you became enamoured of 
muſic; give up this extravagant courſe, leſt 
you meet with a ſhipwreck without going 
to ſea, which may rob you of every thing 
you have. Conſider the habitation'of this 
ſongſtreſs, as the Calydonian “ gulf, or the 
Tuſcan + ſea and, if ſhe makes a ſecond 
| IBF 
*The Calydonian gulf, from Calydon, a City of Etolia 
at the mouth of this gulf begins the bay of Corinth, 
whoſe navigation is difficult to a proverb. - 
+ The Tuſcan ſea is rendered dangeroug by the rock 
Seylla. 8 
5 attack, 
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attack, * have no Cratza who will liſten 
 Invocations, ; 
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LETTER XK 
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TuATLAss EROS To Eurrovs. 


— 
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J ĩs in vain, Euplous, that you give me 
your advice, I can never deſert the girl, 
for I am devoted to the ſervice of the 
deity who bears the torch and the bow, 
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* Cratza.] This paſſage alludes to a part of Homer's 
Odyffey, Lib. xii. to which it is neceſſary to refer before 
it appears perfectly intelligible. When Ulyſſes learns from 
Circe, that at the rock of Scylla he muſt loſe twelve of 
his companions, he wiſhes to know how he may revenge 

. himſelf ;- but Circe adviſes him without thinking of revenge 
to fly as faſt as poſſible, and invoke Cratza, the mother 
of Scylla to protect him from greater loſſes. 5 
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From her foul womb Cratæa gave to air 

This dreadful peſt. To her direct thy prayer, 

To curb the monſter in her dire abodes 

And guard thee through the tumult of the floods, 
Lib, xil, 156. 


To 


| ( 59 ) 
To ſeamen, love is peculiarly congenial; for 
the mother of Cupid ſprung from the ſea; 
Cupid, therefore, is my relation by the 
mother's fide, and ſtricken by him to the 
heart. I look upon my damſel as a ſea- 
nymph, ' Panope, or Galatea, the moſt 
beautiful of the Nereids. 


ti 
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LE TTRN 
Tuzn MOLEPYRU:S 10 Oei non: 


HAT an inſult have I ſuffered! 

Before, others all the delicacies * _ 
were placed, while Iwas treated only with 
haſty pudding; while they drank excellent 


* The Chalybonian wine came from a place in Syria, 
and was the favourite liquor at the table of the Kings of 
Perſia, | L if 

+ Theſe delicacies form a nauſeous catalogue, e, nas 


penIpas xa rag po poo tome; a Tn tx Tn; Wodlnleg Na. 
| Theſe were among the Greeks conſidered as what we call 


- good things, 


Cha- 
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Chalybonian wine, I had only flat ſour 

ſtuff, But, oh! ye Gods, who preſide 
over and controul the fates, give a turn 

to this unjuſt diſtribution of your good 
things, and do not preſerve ſome people in 
perpetual happineſs, and condemn others 

to dwell with hunger. For the courſe of 

fate governs theſe things, and we of ſmall 
fortune always ſuffer by it, 
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| CoNoPOsPHRANTES To 16CHOLIMUS. 
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LETTER . 


HE hopes which J entertained of 
young Policrates are vain. 1 thought 

if his father would but die, he would 
ſcatter his money plentifully amongſt us 

- Paraſites and the women of the town who 
bear the bell in feaſts and revels, and thus 
exhauſt, if not all his fortune, at leaſt'a 

| good 
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good ſhare of it. But he, as ſoon as his 
father got a little better, took to eating 
but once a day, and that at a late hour, 
when the fun was getting into the weft, 
He lives upon nothing expenfive, but bread 
and meat from the market, and if he ho- 
nours any day in particular, upon olives 
which fall from the tree.. Deceived in this 
great expectation, I know not what to do; 
for if he, who was to ſupport me, ſtands 
m need of a ſupporter himſelf, what is to 
become of him who was to be ſupported ? 
The grievance is twofold, to live with the - 
hungry and to be hungry yourſelf, Fare 
well. 8 J 


LET. 
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14 ETER Il. 
vu zuLus TO GEMELL us. 
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" NE of thoſe cheeſe-cakes “, called 

the Sicilian, was placed before me 

-at- an entertainment. And at the very 

ſight of it, my heart rejoiced while I pre- 
pared to devour it. But there was a ſhock- 

ing delay in the putting on the paſtry and 


“ FThis cheeſe - cake, whatever its ingredients were, con- 
cerning which great is the ſtrife of commentators, ſeems 
to have been conſidered as the greateſt dainty that could 
be placed upon the table. It uſually concluded the feaſt, 
coming after the ſecond courſe, From this circumſtance 
it gave riſe to a witticiſm, which, as it was a royal one, 
may perhaps bear retailing. King Philip of Macedon 
going to ſup with one of his courtiers, carried with him ſo 
large a train of attendants, that his hoſt had not provided 
a proportionable entertainment for them. But the King 

undertook to remedy this inconvenience, by adviſing each 

man in a whiſper to ** keep à place for the cbegſe-cale. The 
gueſts indeed miſſed their cht᷑eſe · cake, but the ſupper was 
found amply ſufficient. 


the 
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the other articles of the ſecond courſe, the 
Piſtacia-· nuts, the palm- fruits, and the 
ſhelled walnuts. All this while I looking 
on with great impatience, reſerved myſelf 
that I might fall with all my force upon 
the cheeſe-cake. But the gueſts continued 
eating a vaſt while, and the bottle conti- 
nually going round ſtill added to the delay. 
At length, as if by a common agree- 
ment to thwart my inclination, one man 
taking out a toothpick began picking 
his teeth; another, ſtretching himſelf, ap- 
peared rather diſpoſed to enjoy a nap than 
the table, a third talked to his neighbour, 
in ſhort, every thing was done rather than 
the delicious cheeſe-cake, I. flo much 
longed for, ſhould make its appearance. 
At laſt, the Gods, perhaps in compaſ- 
ſion to my violent thirſt after this ra- 
rity, did contrive that I ſhould taſte the 
cheeſe- cake. And I give you this letter, 
not ſo much to tell you, 1 was delighted 


with my fare, as that I was mortified with | 


their heavy Gelays. C 
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EVER have I ſolfored 9. a wins 
ter ſince I have been in Attica; for 
not | only the winds blowing backward and 
forward; or rather riotouſly borne along, 
beat ts about, but alſo the heavy falls of 
ſnow, coming one after another covered the 
face. of the ground; and then not merely 
on the ſurface, to a vaſt height the heap. 
of ſnow was lifted, ſo that it became dif- 
ficult to open the door, and look into 
the ſtreet. All this while, I had neither 
wood nor warmth ; for how ſhould I have 
it, or where ſhould I get it? The cold pe- 
netrated to my very marrow and bones. I 
hit upon * an expedient worthy of Ulyſſes, 


* An expedient worthy of Ulyſſes.] Ovvooue Beriwpas 
This is a Greek proverb, but will appear to be applied 
with peculiar felicity in this place, when we recolle& the 
paſſage in Homer to which it alludes, Odyſ. xiv, | 
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and ran to the tholi, or chimnies, belong- 
ing to the baths. But the workmen who 
were employed would not admit ine; and 
here that ſame goddeſs, Poverty, ſtood in 
my way. When I found there was no en- 
_ tering here, I haſtened to the private bath in; 
Thraſyllus, belonging to his houſe ; 
flinging down two-pence to make the * 
| keeper my friend, I warmed myſelf, while 
the ſnow without doors became ice, and the 
ſtones were joined together by the harden- 
ing of the moiſture which was between 
them. At laſt; however, when the bit- 
terneſs of the weather relaxed, the mild 
Tun reſtored -to me the freedom of my 
walks, and the uſual indulgence of my 


tambles. 
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_ AMNION To PHILoOMOSCHUS.. 


1H E violent kl has' deſtroyed my. . 
_. crop, and no ferntdy | can preſerve ug” 
from want. The cori which is brought | 
to market, I cannot purchaſe for the 
want of f money. You! have by you, I hear, ” 
the relics of laſt year's abundance ; do 
therefore lend me twenty buſhels of it, 
that I and my wife and children may be 
preſerved from ſtarving, When there comes 
a good | harveſt, I will return you the loan, 


and even more if there ſhould be any great 
proportion of corn. Do not then overlook 


ſuch good neighbours when they are 
brought into difficulty and diſtreſs *. 


* T have ventured here to differ in ſome ſmall. degree 
from the reading of the commentator, though not, I be- 
lieve, from the ſenſe of the author. Inſtead of Qdryopires, 


he propoſes to read ꝙbeigtodai, which appears to me an un- 


neceſſary alteration. 
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LETTER xxv. 


| Everorus 1 0 Ei rem! 


IN c B the earth dots not in N 5 
gree repay me fot my labours, 1 have 
determined to devote myſelf to a ſea - life. 
Life and death ate impoſed upon us by 
fate; and the payment of this debt no 
man can avoid, though he ſhould ſhut 
himſelf up ever ſo cloſe. This day of 
payment is not idle in its approach, nor is 
the fate of it to be avoided; Our life then 
does not depend upori ſuch * eircumſtances 
as theſe, but upon the will of fate. It 
happens that landſmen are ſometimes ſhort- 
lived, and ſeamen live to a great age. Since 
I find this to be the caſe, I will go to 
ſailing, and keep company with the winds 
and the waves. It is better to return froin 


* Circuthſlance as 2275 Viz: whether we cal onr 


life on ſea or ſhore, 
F 2 Boſporus 


(6) 
Boſporus and Propontis with freſh-earned 
wealth, than to fit ſtill in the fields of 


Attica and complain for ever of hunger 
and thirſt, 
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LETTER XXVI. 
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 AGELARCHIDES TO PyYTHOLAUS. 


HOSE uſurers are a great grievance 

in a city. I myſelf, from I know 

not what abſurdity, who ought to have 
gone to you, or ſome of my country 
neighbours, being in want of money and 
wiſhing to purchaſe ſome land in Colonus, 
went by the introduction of a citizen to the 
houſe of Martius. There I met with a 
'wrinkled, frowning, old fellow holding a 
paper in his hand, worn away by time, 
and half eaten by gnats and moths. He 
ſtraightway addreſſed me, but was very 


ſparing 


. 
ſparing » in his words, as if he thought a 
long ſpeech loſs of time. My friend then 
telling him I wanted money, he aſked how 
many talents +, At my being ſurprized 
when he mentioned ſo large a ſum, he 
immediately turned up his noſe, and ſhewed - 
that he was offended. - However, he gave 
me what I wanted, demanded my ſecurity, 
and agreed | for heavy monthly intereſt, 
| beſides 


* Sparing in his words, &c, 700 on pong pe . | 
Sv nyupreg THY Wrocnyopioye | 

+ A talent contained (with the Athenians) , be ſay, 80, 
others 100 mine. If a mina be equal to 31. 4. 2d. as Ar- 
buthnat eftimates it, a talent of 60 minæ, which was the 
Grecian talent, generally ſpeaking wil be * equal 
to 1934 

t Agreed for heavy intereſt beſides, &c, Kai ets Tw ago 
Ns Tuo Bapuy nas Try i vine ee wary seit wile In this 
ſſage, the author and his commentator are to me alike 
obſcure, and I haye given a tranſlation which, I think, 
it may paſhbly bear, but of whoſe propriety | cannot 
ſpeak with any confidence. The intereſt of money bor- 
rowed among the Greeks was paid monthly, and the day 
of collecting it was the laſt day of every moon, Ariſto- 
phanes alludes to this circumſtance with ſome humour in 
the following dialogue, which takes place. between Socrates 
and Strepſiades in his play of the Clouds, 
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beſides the return of the principal. Thus 
far J have found a grievance in theſe men 
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S TREYSIA PES. 1 
I have qa ſcheme in my head for the overturning of or 


* 
* 
gy 1 


SOCRATES 


on! let me know it tell me what it is ? 


| +" OGTREBSIADES». | 

Why, if I eopld but hire a Theſſalian witch, one might 
draw down the moon ſome night, and then putting hex 
Into a round caſe like a looking glaſs keep her cloſe, 


Socr aA TE 8 
But * would this benefit you? 


STREPSIADES. 


How? Why if no more moons were to riſe, we ſhould 
have no more intereſt to pay. 


There is a puerility i in this conceit, which is, however 
not inconſiſtent with the character of the ſpeaker, 1 
= | waa 


-t 71) 
who caleulate with their counters and 
their fingers. Never, oh! ye deities, who 
preſide over the country, may it happen to 
me again to behold a wolf * or an uſurer a 


* 


— 


LETTER XXVII. 
ANICETUS To PHABIANA. 


OU ſhun me, Phæbiana, you fly from 
1 me, at the very moment when ou 

have ſtripped me of my eſtate; for which 
of my poſſeſſions have you not enjoyed! 
'my figs, my new cheeſe, my chickens, 
and every other delicacy which I ſent you? 
You have totally ruined me, and then, ac- 


* Bebola 4 w.] This expreſſion from an is had 
peculiar propriety, to Whoſe country wolves were ſo great 
a peſt, that a reward was publicly propoſed for deſtroying 
them. To be ſeen by a wolf was proverbial amongſt the 
Romans, who fooliſhly ſuppoſed that this accident deprived 
a man of his voice. Se Virg. Eclog. 


Vox quoque Mœrim 
Jam fugit ipſa: lupi Marim videre priores. . 
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cording to the proverb e, abandoned me ta 
ſervitude. 


" 78 ) 


You pay no regard to me 
though I burn for you unquenchably.— 
But go, farewell! though I bear my 


diſgrace with difficulty, yet I muſt bear it, 


— ru 
— 7 


6 th 


LETTER XXVII. 
PHABIANA TO ANICETUS. 


1 wife of a neighbour expecting 
tobe brought-to-bed ſent for me juſt 


now to go to her, and I was going with 
the things neceſſary for the occaſion, You 
ſuddenly riſing up pulled me toward you, 
and attempted to kiſs my neck. Will you 


never leave off (miſerable old fool as you 


are! and fit only to eat the fruits of the | 
earth)making ſuch attempts upon us young 
girls, as if you were juſt in your prime 
again? Were you not diſmiſſed from the 
The proverb here alluded to, I believe, is zeae; 


erclilgapro, by which i is meant caſks, which, having 


been drank out, are turned  toply-turyy, and made 
ſtools of. g WE 


labours 


. 
labours of the field as uſeleſs } Have you 
not been long diſcarded * from the fervice 
of the women? Why then do you ſigh and 
look ſo fond? Give it up, you miſerable. 


Cecrops f, and 8 to a. in your 
old * | 


LETTER XXIX. 


GLYSEIA To BACCHIS. 


Y Menander wiſhes to go and ſee the 
Iſthmian games at Corinth; but this 
js not at all to my inclination. Yau well 


know. 


9 Have yes not beys long diſcarded, &c,) uy rorranw 
r T1; % ð ws adurreg wy i νον,j,ãdqVerbis in hiſce abſit 
ſane ut fidus ſim interpres. 

+ Cecrops z the moſt ancient of the Athenian Kings, 
and therefore not improperly a proverb of an old age. 

t The Iſthmian games were a public feſtival, of which 
the origin i is doubtful ; but which takes its name from the 


iſthmus, 


LEE: (74) 
know whit it is to be deprived of fuch a 
lover, even for a ſhort time; but] muft not 
prevent him, as he ſeldom goes abroad. I 
ſearcely know how to recommend your viſi- 
ter to you; yet how can I avoid it, fince 
he wiſhes to be in your good graces? This 
conſideration, indeed, breeds ſome jealbuſy 
with me, I am aware of the friendſhip 
which ſubſiſts between us; and 1 am 
afraid not ſo much of you (for you have a 
nicer ſenſe of honour than belongs to your 
time 'of life) as of himſelf, for he is a 
4 deſperate lover, and, from attaching him- 
ſelf to Bacchis, I defy the moſt rigid to 
refrain, It ſeems that he takes this Jour- 
ney not leſs for the ſake of meeting with 
Vou, than of ſeeing the Iſthmian games: 
this I am perſuaded of. Perhaps you will 

| accuſe me of entertaining ſuſpicjon ; but 
pardon, my dear Fenk, the jealouſies of 


iſthmus, or neck of land near Corinth, where it was cele- 
brated, by which peloponneſus is} joined to the continent. 
They were inſtituted, according to ſome, by Theſcus, in 
honour of Neptune, | 


lovers. 


< 7859 


lovers. To loſe ſuch a lover as Menanger, 
I conſider as no ſmall grievancs; partieu- 
larly as, ſhould any quatrel with him or 
difference take place, I ſhoyld be held out 
to ridicule ypon the ſtage by ſome Chremes 
or Diphilus “. Should he then retutu with 
the ſame affections as he went away, I 
ſhall have great cauſe to thank ou. Fare - 
well. 


—— * 


F 
Daunen TO Hy,PzR 184. 


HE whole tribe of courtezans are 


under obligations to you; every one 
of us not leſs than Phryne herſelf, The 


accu» 


. — Diphilus 3 charagers in the plays of Me- | 
nander. 


+ Bacchis to Hyperides,] This letter, together with the 
FP ſycceeding ones, turns upon a ſubject, with which, 
; unleſs 


accuſation, indeed, was brought only againſt 
Phryne, by that raſcal Euthias; but the 
danger touched us all. For if, when we 
aſk' for money of our lovers, and are not 
to obtain it; or if we are to be accuſed, by 
thoſe who do give, of carrying on an im- 
pious profeſſion ®, we had better leave off 
that profeſſion, and have nothing more to 
do with it. We ſhall be no longer, how⸗- 
ever, ſubje& to theſe accuſations, ſince our 
accuſer Euthias has proved himſelf ſuch a 


. unleſs the reader be previouſly acquainted, ſome of the al - 

luſions will be ynintelligible. Hyperides had defended, in 
a court of juſtice, the cauſe of Phryne, a courtezan, wha 
had been accuſed by Euthias of carrying on an impious | 
profeſſion. Phryne had been the miſtreſs of Euthias, and 
afterwards attached herſelf to Hyperides. The ifſue of her 
trial was an acquittal; which ſhe owed, as ſome ſay, to the 
following ſeheme, concerted between her and Hyperides : 
when her advocate had exhauſted the powers of his ora- 
tory, and nearly concluded. his harangue, ſhe proftrated 
herſelf before the Judges, and with her robes torn, and her 
boſom bare, is ſuppoſed to have influenced their determi- 
nation, rather by the diſplay of her charms, than the juſ- 
tice of her cauſe. 


* Or of impiety and irreligion, 


raſcal ; 


| n : 
raſcal ; and ſtill we ſhall be in repute, ſince 
our defender has ſhewn. himſelf a juſt ad- 
vocate. Many are the good waſhes to- 
wards you for your kindneſs. Lou have 
ſecured to yourſelf a miſtreſs who. is at- 
tached to you, and you will find us all 
ready to make you any recompenſe. Do 
but publiſh your pleading in defence of 
Phryne; and then our whole body will 
| unite to erect a ſtatue to your honour, of 


real gold, in any . of Greece you 
_ ttt . 2845s 


EE 


'Baccunis To PRHRTNE. 


1 Do not ſo much condole with: you upon 
the danger you have been in, as I re- 
Joice with you upon your change from that 


infa- 


1 
lafamobs lover to the excellent one you - 
have found in Hyperides. As to yout 
ttial, I believe that turned out to your ad- 


vantage, for it has made you celebrated, 
not only in Athens, but thtough all Greece, 


Duthias will be ſufficiently puniſhed in 


being deprived of his intercourſe with you, 


for he ſeems tome in his anger, through a 
_ etftaiti ſtupidity, to have exceeded the 
eommon meaſute of jealouſy, and now, de- 
pend upon it, he loves you more vehe= 


mently than Hyperides himſelf. He ap- 
pears, as if, from the protection he afforded 
you, he wiſhed to be courted, and make 
himſelf of conſeqtenes : you may expect, 
therefore, to have more of his prayers and 


his ſupplications, and a great purſe of gold, 


Do not then, my dear friend, betray our 
cauſe; nor, by giving way to the ſolicita- 
tions of Euthias, make Hyperides repent 
of his conduct. Give no eredit to thoſe 
who tell you, that if you had not. totn 
your robe, arid difplayed your charms 
before the judges, the pleadings of your 

6 - advocate 


* 


(T7) 
advocate would not have availed, for at 


leaſt his pleading gave you an un | 
of playing I this kN cn 


FS 


LETTE R XXXIL 
BAA. ro MrIIAINA. 


EVER may you meet with a more 
honourable lover ! and ſo may Venus 
protect me, as I wiſh that Euthias, whom 
you now attend, may live with you for | 
ever! Miſerable, fooliſn woman! to truſt 
to the attractions of ſuch a form as yours! 
Still his attachment, it is plain; muſt be 
fixed upon Phryne; he will deſpiſe Myr- 
rhita, But it ſeems you wiſh to hurt Hy- 
perides; becauſe he has neglected you of 
late; he has now a miſtreſs worthy of him- 
ſelf, and you a lover equal to your deſerts. 
Aſk. bim now for ſome money, and you 

750 will 


( 8 


will find yourſelf - accuſed * of firing our 
ſhip- yards, or transgreſſing ſome of our 
laws. Know, then, that all of us who 
cultivate a more honourable attachment 
hold you in abhorrence. 


Wh E T T ER XXXI. 


TBAI8S TO THESSAL 4. 


ener could have thought, that, after 
ſuch an intimacy, a quarrel would take 
pon between me and Euxippa. I do not 
reproach her with her obligations to me 
for favours conferred upon her when ſhe 
came from Samos; but when Pamphilus 
offered me money, and you know how 
large a. ſum, I refuſed the young man, 


* feeaſed of firing.) Confiſtently with his conduct in 
having before accuſed Phryne, as ſhe would infinuate, 


becauſe 


cu) 
becauſe he then ſeemed to have an attach- 
| merit to her; and for this ſhe has well repaid 
me, by what ſhe has done in compliance 


n 


n r e 


- 
t es 


and the women, according to our cuſtom, 


n W 
. 


Euxippa's doing it: firſt of all, ſhe diſco- 
vered her ill- humour, by mak ing faces, 
and turning up her noſe at me: then ſne 
openly ſung her ſongs upon a lover of 
mine who has left me; but for this indeed 
I did not grieve much : then, proceeding 


ſo poor herſelf, as not to be in poſſeſſion | 
„ looking-glaſs; for, if ſhe knew herſelf, 


| tell you, that -you may. not blame me 
| * here- 


with that worſt of all women, Megara. 1 
did not think any thing of Megara's ſpeax- 
ing ill of me; for it was the feaſt of Ceres, 


were up all night. But I wondered at 


in her impudence, ſhe played off her wit ] 
upon my varniſh and paint; but ſhe ſeemed. ' 


and her own dirty complexion, ſhe n 8 
not have made my uglineſs aſubject of abuſe. 
But I do not care much for all this; my 
with is to pleaſe the men, and not thoſe 
ſhe-apes Megara and Euxippa. All this I 


— 


« 0 
Hercafter; for 1 ſhall, repay” them not in 
railing and abuſe, but in what they ſhall 


moſt of all r is the wage F 
CR . EY | 


_ 1 E T zi & R 1 ngtt of 
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Twas To EurnyDzus a 


VER fince you took it into your head 5 
4 to. commence philoſopher, you have 
become a ſolemn ſort of fellow, drawing 
your eyebrows up above your temples. 
And with all the manners and appearance 
of a philoſopher, and a. roll of paper 
under your arm, you ſtrut to the ſchools, 
paſſing by my door as if you had. never 
| ſeen it before. Why, Euthydemus, you are 
mad: you little think what ſort of a man 
that grave - ook ing tutor is, who reads ſuch 
| Ke Walden to > you" but ] have known his 


% 
Wy * 


2 humour 


323 


humour ever fince he made love to me &, 


and the wretch now cohabits with Her- 
pyllis, Megara's maid: I would not, indeed, 
admit him to me; for I preferred you to 
the gold of every philoſopher in Athens: 
but, ſince it ſeems you have given up all 


| intercourſe with me, I ſhall receive him; 3 


and, if you think proper, I will ſhew you, 
that this woman-hatibg philoſopher has no 
more objection to pleaſure than other peo- 

ple. Why, you fooliſh fellow, this is 
only their ſtuff and nonſenſe, and an ex- 

cuſe for taking your money. Is there any 
difference, think you, between a grave ſo- 
phiſt and a courtezan? Thus much perhaps, 
that they do not each of them catry their 
point by the ſame arguments: but the end 
they both have in view is the ſame, namely, 


taking the money. But how much better, 
how much more religious, are we? We do 


not deny the exiſtence of the gods; but 
we credit the men, when they ſwear by 


5 SLA &c.] ry Hack E 


} En Set i e N 1 u vag Ba)opireg ux. 


O's - * them 


öl 


en 
commend it to mankind, to fall in love 


with their ſiſters and mothers, nor even 
with other men's wives v. As to the clouds, 
indeed, whence they come, or the atoms, 
how they are formed, we are ignorant, and 


in this particular may appear inferior to the 


pPhiloſophers; yet upon theſe ſubjects I have 
ſtudied and converſed with many. No one 
who keeps our company, dreams of king- 
doms, and diſturbs the ſtate; but, mellow 
2 his morning draught, ſnores away till 
Ochock.. Thus we md "ors * 


.D 


* Weds net recommend.) Theſe wordyary a fart of play 


upon the grave lectures of the ſophiſts, when they incul- 


cate a general ſyſtem of benevolence and affection amongſt 
men; in which, ſays ſhe, we are ſo far their oppo- 


nents, that we would not have them attach themſelves to ; 


other men s wives, who are leſs nearly allied to them than 
their own family. Thais, when ſhe was reproved by Stilpo 


at an entertainment for corrupting the youth, We too, 


aid ſhe, . have the fame accuſation againſt you, for they 


who are employed in your philoſophy are corrupted, and 


become uſeleſs and diſputatious; and where is the difference, 


if they are corrupted, whether it be by a n or a 
courtezan ? ATHENAEUS, * 


worſe 


* 


. 
worfe than they. Compare, if you will, 
Aſpaſia the courtezan, and the great phi- 
loſopher Socrates, and cobſider which of 
the two is the better inſtructor: one, you 
will find, made he: diſciple a Pericles “; 
the other, his a Critias. Lay aſide then, 


my dear Euthydemus, this folly and mo- 
roſeneſs. It does not become ſuch eyes as 


yours /to be clouded with gravity,. Come 
to her who loves you, as you uſed to return 
from the wreſtling- match, heated with 
your exertions ; and when we have ban- 
quetted a while, I will convince you that 
pleaſure is our ſummum bonum f. 1 beg 


I may, in this lecture, appear to you Par- | 


58 To Aſpatia und her inſtruction N * his elo- 
quence, which ſhe is ſaid to have formed upon the ſtyle and 
model of Gorgias. Such was the proficiency made by 
Pericles under his miſtreſs, in this ſcience, that it was faid 
ol him by the comic poet Eupolis, © Perſuaſion herſelf, was 

ſeated on his lips; ſo did he gorerii the minds of his hearers.” 
The Greeks ranked Perſuaſion amongſt the deities. _ 

+ Heated with your exertions.] Tor hf N ee 


23 Pleaſure is our ſummum bonum.] This is an artful allu- 


fion to the enquiries of the W after the A 
een, or “ prime good.“ 
Ov 7" 3 ticularly 


ticularly: wiſe; Our e does not allow 


us to live a very long time; do not, there - 
1 fore, let life flip away, ſpent in hard 
= binnen and ſuch ng: Ore 
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LETTER v. 


5. . -4 '$ Eve 


sI AL Ie To. r 


F it gives you. any pleaſure, or adds 


to the gratification of thoſe who. are 


with you, that I come frequently to your 
doors, and complain before your ſervants 
when they are ſent to invite thoſe who are 
more happy than myſelf, your cruel treat- 
| ment of me may be accounted for. Re- 
-member, however, (though I know I am 
now uttering an uſeleſs complaint), that I 
am affected, by your ſcorn, far beyond 
what any of thoſe would be, who how 
epjoy your favour. 1 thought perhaps the 


1 ? . 
I 
in . b 
— 11 
i . 5 
' } 
i 1% * 
* 
[ ; ” 
1 
| - 
” * 
. * 
* C 1 
! N W 4 
"+ N * 
+ £9 K 3 , 
| 8 7 1 p 1 
* * 1 
! 0 * . 
| , 8 
4 4 5 
\ J 
; , 
*; 7 4 * 
| * 
i * * . 
I 4 = , * 
„ ö F o 
- » 
vl # . 
if F 
"We 4 1 , 
* . 
.F | - \ 
6 If ; » \ 4 N 
* 
j j 
- 


[ 


6 7 ) 
wine, hid I drank three days ago, in no 


ſmall quantity, at Euphorion's, might have 


afforded ſome relief, in driving away the 
cares of the night; but it turned out others - 
wiſe; it raiſed my paſſion to a greater pitch, 


ſo that in my tears and lamentations' 1 


was compaſſionated by thoſe who had any 
pity, and laughed at by the reſt, I, how- 
ever, find a ſmall” remnant of comfort, 

though a forlorn one, in the expoſtulation 
you. threw out againſt, me, with ſome 
ſhew of ſorrow, it. x late entertamment; 
thus binding me, as it were, by a ſirgle 
hair * choſen from Com locks, Wh if not 


dif | 


15 A agb hair.) "This 8 are FO e 
is rather obſcure, I am quite of his opinion : however, 


) 


adds he, it will be ſufficiently illuſtrated, I think, by an 
elegant epigram which I ſhall ſubjoin. It is by Paulus 


Silentiarius, in the Anthologia, lib. 7. For the benefit of 
the reader, I ſhall tranſlate this epigram, heartily wiſhing he 
may meet with that ſufficient illuſtration which, I N 0 
have ſought for in vain, | 
One lock my Doris from her golden hair 
| Choſe out, and bound me with the filken ſnare; - 
I laugh'd at firſt, and thought the dle chain 
n force might break; but, ah, the thought how vain! 


3 When - 


* 


diſpleaſed with every act of my attention 
to you. If theſe things afford you any ſa- 
tisfaction, enjoy ſtill my anxiety, and, if 
+ pleaſe, communicate it to thoſe who now 
enjoy the happineſs I wiſh for, and who 
. will ſoon experience priefs* like mine. But 
1 8 bie by your prayers the Goddeſs of | 


When rength walled me We with plaint Sl tear, 
A fettered captive, 1 affail'd the fair; 
© *Faſt by this fingle lock I ſtill am bound, 
And Doris leads me where ſhe lifts around. 
This paſſage. may, I think, be better explained by a 
Greek proverb, in which it is ſaid of a man in great dan» 
ger, n Teixoc gates, he hangs by a ſingle hair, Or it 
may allude to a preverb which aroſe from a ſtory related of 
Dionyſius the tyrant, of Sicily, who, having invited a man 
to a ſumptuous entertainment, placed him where a draw 
ſword was ſuſpended over his head by a © ſingle hair.” Our 
Engliſh phraſe, of an © hair · breadth eſcape,” may probably 
have been borrowed from the Grecian e 
. ue, experience.) 4 
-Heu quoties fide 
* Matatolque deos flebit, et aſpera 
Nigris zquora ventis, 
)  Emirabitur inſolens, | 
Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea, 
Qui ſemper vacuam, ſemper amabilew 
| Sperat, neſcius auræ | 
ann &e. inn eie Hor. 


* "ME | Love, 


As) 


Lives, that ſhe may not revenge your i inſo-" 
lence upon you. © Another would have 
written to you with complaints and threat- 
enings; but I write with fupplications and 
prayers; for I do love you, my Petala, to 
diſtraction: and I am afraid, left, wing 
worſe,” T ſhould imitate the love · complaints 
of the moſt wretched beings. | 
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LETTER: XXXVI. 


b 'T-O s A0 . 


Wied the family of a miſtreſs could be 
maintained by tears; I ſhould then live . 
nity, being ſupplied with them by. you 
without grudging. But now I want mo- 
ney and cloaths, ornaments and ſervants: 
upon this depends the whole plan of life. 
I have no Myrrhinian inheritance, no 
mines of filver; I have only the pitiful 
preſents of my ſtupid lovers, and thoſe fa- 
vours miſerable in themſelves and given 
900.1 2 with 


| | "3h 90. ). 
with, much. lamentation. SEM now. 
knowyn you for a year, I am tired to death. | 


All this time, I have not had one orna- 


ment upon my head * nor ſeen a bit of 
paint; and, being cloathed in this old rough 
gown from Tarentum, I am aſhamed to 
meet any of my friends. And how do. 
vou ſuppoſe I am to live upon my attend- 
ance on you And do you then weep? It 
will ſoon be over; 3 but if there be no per- 
ſon to maintain me, I am likely to be finely 
hungry; I do admire you and your tears, 
they are ſo abſurd. Oh, Venus Vou ſay, 
man, you are in love! that you wiſh to 
be united with her you love! that you can- 5 
not live without her! What, then! have 
you no Gn in N houſe +? Is there no 


| e rn ee | 

t Have you no plate, Se.] Lucian introduces a dyes. 2 
poſtulating with her lover, and claiming credit with 
him for never having obliged him to rob his father 
and mother. You uſe me cruelly, Lyſias; but I de- 
ſerve it, for my never having teazed you for money, 
not ſhut the door againſt you, telling you that ſomebody 
elſe was with me; nor perſuaded you to bring me ſomething, 
by cheating your father, or robbing your mother.“ 


money 
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money of your mother's, no bonds-of your . 
father's, that you could bring away? Happy 
Philotis! upon you the graces looked with 
a more favourable aſpect. What a lover has 
ſhe in Meneclides, who every day gives 
her ſomething. This is better than your 
whining!! My ſwain is a mourner, not a 
lover, who ſends me his garlands, and his 
roſes, as if to deck a premature grave; 
and he ſays he weeps through the live- 
long night. If you have any thing to 
bring, come without your tears; but, if 
not, torment yourſelf, and not me. 


N 


Lo BEST EBEN NAI. 
MYR RHINA TO NICI PA. 


T IPHYLUS no longer pays any 
| attention to me, but attaches him- 


ſelf totally to the impious Theſſala. In- 
| | Pd deed, 


Bo 632 

ddesd, till out feaſt of Adonis ®, he uſed to 
come and ſup, and ſpend the evening with 
me; but now, like a man offended, he 

makes himſelf of conſequence : he did this 


| panticularly When he was led home intoxi- 


_ rated by Helix, who, though the pro- 
feſſed admirer of Herpyllis, was content 
to paſs away a little time with me. But 
Diphilus plainly now ſhows that he never 

means to come near me: four days fucceſ- 

fively did he banquet, in the gardens of 
Lyfis, with Theſſala, and that accurſed _ 
fellow Strongilion, who, at the hazard of 
my wrath, procured this woman for him. 
Letters were then ſent him; and the jaunts 
of ſervants back ward and forward, and 
things of that ſort, in vain took place, 
they were of no manner of uſe ; he ſeemed 
to be the more inſolent, and to trample 
upon me ſo much the more. It remains 


The feaſts of Adonis were ſacred to his memory, and to 

the honour of Venus. They were celebrated for two days; 
the firſt of which was a time of ſolemn lamentation, 11 the 
ook of ſolemn revelry, | . 


| 5 y 


( 93) 

only for me, if he ſhould. at any time 
come with his addrefles, to ſhut him out, 
for pride is uſvally overcome by contemptz 
but, ſhould I not thus/accompliſh my pur - 
poſe, I muſt;apply a more violent remedy, 
as they do to perſons whoſe. caſe is deſ- 
perate; for I have not only this grievance 
to encounter, that I may be deprived of 
Diphilus's money, but I may become alſo 

the ridicule of Theffala. You have a drug, 
you ſay, frequently tryed with ſucceſs upon 
youth; I mult beg the aſſiſtance of this, to 
cure him of his pride, and his drunken- 
neſs too. Let us make overtures of peace 
to him, appear to weep a little, and tell 
him, among other things, to take care 
leſt juſtice ſhould overtake him, if he 


neglects one who loves him as I do; then 


will he come in downright compaſſion for 
- a girl who is dying for love of him, and he 
will tell me, that it is right he ſhould bear 
in mind time that is gone by, and our 
former affection, puffing himſelf up, an 
impudent ſcoundrel ! Helix ſhall aſſiſt me, 
I | and 


(94). 


g and. Herpyllis ſhall prepare him to „ire | 
this affiſtance. But drugs are ſometimes 


uncertain in their operations, and ſome- 


: times deſtructive. ö 1 care not; for mat 


ters are come to this, either Diphilus 
; muſt live with. hs or die with eh 


5 by 
+. Ar, 


| I. E T T E R XXXVII. 
Manselibs- To Evrureres. 


H E is gone, my FE Euthyeles ; - the 
beautiful Bacchis is no more. 'She has 
left me many a tear, and the remembrance“ 
of an attachment how fweet an attach- 
ment! not repented of to the laſt. I ſhall not 
forget my Bacchis, never ſhall I ſee that 


| 5 n an Allach, 6˙4 Equrog door 
Hips vo ros o ones mar fro. 


diy. 
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day. What benevoleties Me diſplayed! 
One might, without impropriety, call her 


life an apology for the profeſſion of cour- - 
tezans; and, if their whole tribe united to 


place an image of her in the temple _ wh 


Venus or the Graces, they would appear 
to me to preſent an auſpicious offering. 
According to the general opinion, theſe wo- 


men are all vicious, and faithleſs, atten- 


tive only to gain, ever at the ſervice of 
him who has any thing to give, and the 
cauſes of every miſchief to thoſe who have 
any dealings with them. She has by her 
own life ſhewn this to be an unjuſt ca- 
lumny ; fo ſucceſsfully has ſhe oppoſed the 
common flander in her manners! You 
know that Mede, who came hither from 
Syria, with what pomp and attendance he. 
went about, offering Bacchis eunuchs, and 
women, and foreign equipage : ſhe, how- 

ever, would not liſten to him; but was con- 
tent to ſleep upon this poor and common 
' mantle of mine; and, receiving from me 


any ſmall preſents I could ſend, ſhe ſent 
back 


back the {ſplendid golden offerings of the 


5 fatrap. What a rebuff ſhe gave the 


Egyptian merchant, holding out ſo much 
money to her! Better than this woman no 
one can be, this I know well. What 


paity is it, that Fate did not direct ſuch a 


diſpoſition to a more fortunate choice of 
life! Vet ſhe is gone, and, baving left me, 
muſt ſleep henceforward in the ſolitary 


grave. Oh ye Fates! how unjuſt are your 


_ decrees! By my fide ſhe ſhould till have 
deen placed as formerly. Yet I ſurvive, I | 
take nouriſhment, I converſe- with my 
friends; but. ſhe ſhall look upon me no 
more, ſmiling with her gliſtening eyes; no 
more with that pleaſantry and good- humour 
ſhall ſhe paſs the evening in the indulgence 
of her ſarcaſms, and her bewitching rail- 


228 lery. A ſhort time ago how ſhe ſpoke! how 


ſhe looked! how many Syrens were there 
in her converſation ! and how ſweet, how 
unmixed, the nectar flowed from her kiſſes! 
In ſhort, Perſuaſion ſeemed to ſit upon her 
lips 3 and ſhe wore the ceſtus which in- 


cluded 


- 


[ 


[2&3] 


* cluded Wang 1 all the graces. The : 
little ſongs, which ſhe uſed to fing as the | 
wine went round, are over; and the lyce, 


X that was played on by der ivory fingers, is f 


gone; and ſhe, who was the care of all the : 
| graces, now lies mute, a ſtone, an heap of 
aſhes. And yet Megara is ſtill alive, the 
wicked, the impure Megara, who ſo cruelly 
| l Theageries, that, from poſfeſſiug 

a good fortune, he went with his ous 
and his ſhield as a comttion ſoldier. 

my 'Baethis' who was aftgehes to het 
; lover, —ſhe is dead. 5 LEES 
ls am eaſier, my deareſt Euthyeles, from 
5D having given vent to my ſorrows, I find a 
pleaſure in ſpeaking or in writing of her, 
for nothing is now left me but the re- 
membranes of her. Farewell. 


e 


(9) 


3 1 » , * 1 L \ 
4 * 7 * > ? 4 © *'% # : , 
= , | * 
= i 
. . 
£ 1 þ - * 8 7 = = $ * * EY. >. : x p 4 i 
6 eee : N. 9 "I * 
© . — * - : * : 
f * 2 * * £ * 1 * 7 4 » | S F 
- * * N * 5 . - 4 - P y F 5 8 
= K f 
- 


> PHIL N ENA 1 0 Cri T 0. 

L7 HY. do von trouble yourſelf to 
YY.. write ſo often ? I want fifty pieces 
of geld; 5, do not want letters. If you 


love me, give me money; if you love the no- 
10. do not Fe me. Farewell. 


END or THE FIRST BOOK, | 


BOOK 


» 
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IL E T. T. pp bit one! 

I. AMI A To DEMETRTVUSs , 
AP the liberty I now take, you are 
yourſelf the cauſe, who, although a 


 lovereign, yet permit a Courtezan to write 
e | | to 


| -* The ceremonious pomp and pride which diſtinguiſhed 
Demetrius, according to Plutarch, are highly gratified in 
this letter of Lamia's. Ælian ſays of Demetrius, that he 
carried this folly to ſuch pitch, as to viſit his miſtteſs La- 
mia in a complete ſuit of armour, and with a diadem on 
his, head. Lamia, after a ſeries of viciſſitudes incidental 
to perſons of her profeſſion, became the miltreſs of Ptolemy, 
| H 2 King 


voll £ B11, 


7 * 5 I: 
to ee thiok it no geeks matter to 
receive my letters, having received my un- 


I hear you among your guards, and behold 
you ſurrounded with your ſoldiers, and 


divided affections. Indeed, my Lord De- 
metrius, when I ſee you in the field, when 


your ambaſſadors, and crowned with your 


diadem, Iſwear by Venus I am awe-ſtricken, 


band I turn from you as from the Sun, leſt 1 


ſhould by ĩts ſplendour deſtroy my eyes: and 
| "then indeed s e mh 
£:1 bas: L612 346 g 


king bf ® ods PIER which Demetrius ob- 
tained over that prince at ſea, ſhe fell into the hands of the 


., Grecian, and obtained entire poſſeſſion of his heart. She 
* built in her life-time a magnificent Portico at Lycone, and 


at her death was "complimented by the Athenians, who 
.. erected a temple in her honour. 

In ridicule of Queen Elizabeth's extreme als. it 
was ſaid that ſhe allowed her courtiers to tell her, that the 
luſtre of her beauty dazzled them like the ſun, and that they 
could not behold it with a fixed eye. Hume, vol. V. page 

507 · Without plagiariſm, or imitation, there is a ſimilarity 


in the ideas and the language of flatterers of all * 
countries. 


the 


7 
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2 * of dite e. How ſtriking, how 
warlike, then, is your appearance. I even 
diſtruſt myſelf and whiſper, Oh, Lamia l is 


this the man with whom you ſpend your 


evenings? to whom you ſing through the 
whole night ? who has juſt written to you? 
who prefers you to Gnathæna 7 I then 


heſitate and am ſilent, utteringa prayer, that : 3 


I may behold you again at my houſe. When 
you viſit me, I throw myſelf at your feetʒ and 
when you fold me in your arms , I ſay on 
the other hand to myſelf, is this tho ſtormer 
of cities? is this the man fo ſignalized in 
the field ? this he of whom Macedonia is 
afraid? at whoſe name all Greece trembles, 
and Thrace is alarmed? By Venus! this day 
- | 0 | | | | ' | p 
* Stormer of Cities] Demetrius, for his {kill and ſacceſs 
in the art of war, was ſurnamed Baue, 5 
of cities, 


+ Grathzna was a cotemiporary and rival SY Rl 
whoſe fame is not forgotten by the hiſtorians of her time. 


P When you fold me in your arm.) bra _—_— 1 | 
* 


H : Will 
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will I with my lute * beſiege this beſieger, 
and I ſhall ſee how he will get the better 
of me. Wait upon me, I requeſt, three 
Tb days hence, and you ſhall ſup with me. 
Ithen celebrate my annual feaſt of Venus; 
and I attempt to make the ſplendour of 
every year's entertainment exceed that of 
the foregoing. I will receive you in 4 
manner becoming the occaſion; but the 
means of the banquet muſt be ſupplied by 
yourſelf. - In this you may truſt me; for, 
ſince the ſacred moment of our connection, 
J have committed nothing unworthy of 
your liberality, although you allowed me 
to do as I pleaſed. I have uſed your confi- 


nce honourably, not t it to 
| P 
„ ; 


4th 
I will not indulge myſelf in the arti= 
-fices of my profeſſion; nor will I a& with 
falſehood, my Lord, as others do; for, ſince 


* With my Jute.) Lamia is mentioned by plutarel 
Athenzus, and others, as having been remarkable for the 


melody of her voice, and for the exquiſite {kill and * 
| with Which fl ſhe touched the late, 


e ou 


* (fy! Þ 


our intimacy, the men, by Diaua ! have 
| ſcarcely looked at me, much leſs made 
love to me, dreading, Demetrius, ſome of 
your ſtorming attacks. Love, oh King! 
is quick both in his attack and his depar- 
ture: he who expects *, comes winged; 
and he from whom enjoyment has taken 
away expectation, is aceuſtomed to drop his 
wing and depart. Thus, it is a common 
artifice among courtezans to govern their 

followers by inſpiring them with hopes, and 
ever deferring their gratification; but with 
you ſuch conduct would be abſurd, for 1 
do not fear your being ſatiated. Some- 
times, however, thoſe of our profeſſion are 
obliged to do theſe things; one minute 
feigning indiſpoſition, another giving en- 


tertainments, at a third fitting up an houſe, C 


He uubbo expect, Q.] This ſentence is capable of two 
interpretations, whoſe: meaning is diſſimilar. Perhaps it 
may be. The hoping lover flutters his wings, while de- 
ſpair cauſes thoſe of the hopeleſs one to droop.” The for- 
mer tranſlation agrees better with that part of the context 
which follows, the latter with the preceding, | 


H 4 by 


i < 194 . | 
by every. a cutting off weit blaſted. 


hopes of enjoyment; that their minds may 


be more traftable while they are in perpe- 


tual dread, leſt ſome new difficulty ſhould 


ſtart up in the career of fortune. Upon 
others, my lord, I might pradiſe theſe 
arts; but towards you, who ate fo at- 
tached to me, that you, diſplay me with 


oſtentation in the face of other women, as 
it Lexcelled themall; by theMuſes! I could 


not ſupport ſuch deceit; Lam not ſo ſtupid. 
Nay, I ſhould think it but a ſmall ſacrifice 


= give up every thing for your pleaſure, 


even life itſelf. . I well know that the pre- 


paration which I am making for your en- 
tertainment at the feaſt of Venus, will be 
celebrated not merely in the houſe of 


* 


Theripis, but through the city of Athens; 


nay, by Diana, throughout all Greece: 


and particularly thoſe odious Lacedæmo- 
nians, that they, who in Epheſus acted 


like foxes “, may r like men, will 


* There i 1s a 3 of the Grecks aimed agaioſt bully- 


| ug cowards, who = called 0406 pary Warri, 1 MAY . 


not 


E ts) 
ih 


not ceaſe upon the mountains, and 3 in the 
ſolitary caverns of Taygetus *, to repeat 
their cenſures. directed againſt our banquet, 
quoting their muſty laws of Lycurgus in 
oppoſition to your taſte and politeneſs 
but let us think no more, my lord, of 
them. Do-you remember to obſerve the 
day of my entertaiment; and as to the 
hour, that muſt be the beſt which you fix 
_ -K arewell. 


ming, lions at home, but foxes in the battle. This 
Lamia (ſays lian) applied to the Lacedzmionians, 
after they had been corrupted by the luxuries of Lyſander, 
in Jonia, She faid, the lions of Greece are become foxes, | 
| now they are in Epheſus. 


* Taygetus, a mountain of Laconia, ſacred to Booty 
famous for its breed of _ 


Lr. 


1200 TO Lama 


0 being is ſo difficult to be hep in 
good humour as an old fellow grow- 
Ids young again. How this Epicurus pro- 
vokes me, peeviſn upon all occaſions, ſuſ- 
Peony of every thing, ſending me letters * 


5 e een 


* Letters written in 3 a fizle, Sc. ] . e 
Theſe words may mean * letters ſealed ſo curiouſly that it 
js difficult to open them.” To this Epicurus was drivep, 
fays the commentator, by the fear of haying his letters 
opened, which ſometimes happened. I am led to prefer 
the former reading, from the inſinuations thrown out by | 
Lamia in the fubſequent part of this letter, where ſhe calls 

his epiſtolary compoſitions diacacus, disjointed, and of his 
language, ſhe ſays, he ſpeaks like a Cappadocian juſt en- 
tered into Greece.” Add to this, that in Athenæus mention 
is made of the inelegance of Epicurus's ſtyle: and Caſaubon, 
in his notes upon that paſſage in Athenæus, affirms, though 
we know not upon what authority, that Epicurus could 
not ſpeak the Greek language correctly. In addition to the 
above, the TOY of Diogenes Laertius informs us, that 


Flaum 
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written in ſuch a ſtyle that no ingenuity 

| ean ſolve their meaning, and forbidding 
me the liberty even of the garden. By the 
* _Goddeſs of Love! if he were an Adonis, 

and eighty years old, I could not bear him, 

ſuch a filthy wretch as he is, unwholeſome 
and wrapped up in cloth, made of | hair 
inſtead of wool. How long can one ſupport 

this teſty Philoſopher ! Let him enjoy the 
authority of his own philoſophy, and his 
crooked rules; but let him allow me to be my 
own miſtreſs without being the object of his 
anger and inſults; he may in truth be called 

a beſieger, but not, my Lamia, in the ſame 
ſenſe as your Demetrius *® There is no 
living upon moderate terms with ſuch a 

fellow: he affe&s to copy Socrates, he 
ſpeaks in ſentences, and prates in ĩronĩcal 
| raillery, He takes ot barn na for Alct» 


_ * Epicurus made perſpicuity the ſale abject of attainment in bis 
- ſiyle z for the ſake of which he perhaps ſo neglected the 
ornaments of eloquence, as to produce a compoſition, 

which, while it was level to the capacities of the vulgar, was 


at the ſame time low, inharmonious, and unpoliſhed. 
See Book II. Letter I, * 


ES | biades, 
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Lindes, and thinks he ſhall make a he 
tippe of me. I muſt at laſt take myſelf 
away, and change this land for ſome other, 
rather than endure any more of his . 
Moo love - letters. 
But I wrote to you to ak advice, how I 
am to act upon a charge, which he has had 
ie impudence to lay upon me, of the moſt 
grievous and intolerable nature. You know 
Timarchus the handſome Cephiſian: I con- 
feſs to you I have been for a long time in 
- habits of familiarity with this youth. (To 
my Lamia it becomes me to ſpeak the 
truth). He was almoſt the firſt object of 
my attachment; he ſeduced me from the 
path of virtue when I dwelt in his neigh- 
bourhood, from which time he has never 
;ceaſed making me great preſents of cloaths, 
money, and Indian flaves of either ſex, 
with other things which I paſs over. He 
is attentive to the ſmalleſt circumſtance of 
gallantry, and ſends me the fruits of the 
_ ſeaſon; taking care that no one taſtes them 
_ earlier than myſelf. This lover (lays Epi- | 
1 5 curus) 


5 
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15 eures) forbids "lex" him not pn | 
and he calls him, you may gueſs by what 
name, ſpeaking not like an inhabitant' of 
Attica, nor like a philoſopher ; but Like 
ſore Cappadocian at his firſt entranee into 
Greece. But if the whole city conſiſted 
of Epicuruſes, by the Goddeſs of Chaſtity! 
I would not compare them all together with 
one arm of my Timarchus, no! not with 
one of his fingers. What ſayſt thou, my 
"Darin do I not ſpeak” what is fair and 
true? Do not ſuppoſe, I beg, that ſuch a 
oom parifon can exiſt. Yet is this Epi- 
curus a Philoſopher! a man of celebrity! 
a man with many friends! Let him take 
my poſſeſſion, and let him look for other 
diſeiples, I no longet pant for his know» 
ledge. But give me, oh Ceres! the man 
I love, my Timarchus. Alas! on my 
account the youth was driven to abandon 
his purſuits, the exerciſes of the Lyceum“, 


on | 3; 1 59 the 


2 The Lyceum was fituated upon the banks 2 the 
; Vifſus, a building dedicated to Apollo, and one of the 


three 


mw) 


the — of the young, and the fellows: | 
- ſhip of his inmates; and to live with Epi- 
curus, to flatter his wiſdom, and to com- 
mend his pompous harangues. Then did 
this Atreus ® ery, Get out of my _ 
dom, come not near my Leontium;ꝰ 
if the other might not have ſaid with more 
juſtice, Come not thou near myLeontium.“ 
Thus the younger finds a rival in the elder, 
and maintains not this ſuperior right he poſ- 
ſeſſes. Tell me, Lamia, Iconjure you by the 
Gods, what ſhall Ido in this caſe. By the myſ⸗ | 
teries of our religion to which we look as 
our reſource in mis fortune, when 1 think 
of a ſeparation from Timarchus, I am 
half dead, a cold damp overwhelms mo, 
my head goes round +, and my heart 
Di abt. „ quits 


three which were ſet apart at Athens 'for the performance 
of bodily and mental exerciſes. The other two were the 
Cynolſargis and the Academy. 

 *® Yerews,] King of Mycene, who, diſcovering his younger 
brother Thyeſtes in intrigue with Europa his wife, baniſhet 
him his kingdom. | 
1 Wh hrad goes round, &c. ] K v ans val d e 
| per arfgatlai, This may mean, my heart and, my præ- 
; . = cordia 
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quits its ſeat, I requeſt you to receive me 
for a few days, and I will make him know 
the blefling he enjoyed when he had me in 
his houſe. He is now, I am confident, un- 
able to bear my contempt. He will diſpatch 
his meſſengers to me; Metrodorus; and Her- 
machus, and Polyznus. How often doſt thou 
ſuppoſe, Lamia, Ihave ſaid to him in myown 
mind, how doſt thou, Epicutus ? Do you 
not know that Timocrates ridicules you, 
for this ſort of conduct, in public places, 
in the theatre, in the ſchools? But what 
can we do with this Epicurus? He has no 
diſeretion in his attachments; and Iwill now, 
like him, attend no longer to diſcretion, nor 
will I give up my Timarchus. Adieu. 
eordia are turned upſide down, The commentator profeſſes | 
not to know to what ra an- refers. I believe the paſſage . 
is capable of bearing either of theſe interpretations. 
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TE. Swear, ie; * the Eleufinlan® 
myſteries, and the goddefies who pre- 
fide over them (before whoſe altars I have 
already ſworn in the preſence of you only), 
that, in what I no affirm and commit to 
writing, 1 do not ſeek to exalt-my elf i 
your; eyes, or to ingratiate myſelf with 
you by ſlattery; for what change of for- 
tune could be ſo plealant to me, bereft of 


„ The Eleufnian pen vors celebrated every fifth 
| year by the Athenians at Eleuſis, a borough town in At- 
tica. This ſolemnity was ſacred to Ceres and her daugh- 


ter Proſerpina. It was the moſt myſterious and ſolemn fef- | 


tival of any in Greece, and often called by way of eminence 
che myſteries ; ſo careful were they to conceal the ſacred 
- rites, that, if any perſon divulged any part of them, he was 
thought to have called down ſome divine judgement upon 
his head: and if any perſon, not lawfully initiated, through 
chance, or ignorance, or miſtake, e to be 99 
he was * to death. ; 


\ 


vou 


LEW, 

you, as that I now enjoy? Or to what 
higher pitch of happineſs can I be ex- 
alted, than the poſſeſſion of your love? By 
the help of your diſpoſition, and your 
manners, old age ſhall wear the appear- 
ance of youth, Let us then enjoy our 
youth together, let us together . grow 
old, and by the Gods we will together 
viſit the grave, leſt * jealouſy - deſcend 
with either of us, ſhould the ſurvivor 
enjoy any of the goods of fortune; But 
let it not be my lot to ſeek enjoyment when 
you are no more ; fot what enjoyment can 
then remain? But the reaſons which in- 
duced me towrite to you from Piræus, where 
I am detained by ill health (you know my 
uſual infirmities, which my enemies call 
effeminacy and affectation); my reaſons, I 
ſay, for writing to you while you remain in 
the city to finiſh the celebration of the feaſt 
of Haloa *, are theſe: I have received letters 


* The Haloan feaſt was- in honour of Ceres, and the 


offerings conſiſted of the fruits of earth, It takes its name 
from Haloas, a title of Ceres, 


1 | from 


i C | 

from Ptolemy; the King of gypt, in 
which he invites, by every mode of per- 
ſuafion, myſelf and Philemon, promiſing 
us in a princely manner the good things, 

as they call them, of the earth, His let- 
ters ſay, alſo, that he has written to Phi- 
lemon, who has indeed ſent me his lettets; 
but they ate leſs cetemonious than thoſe 
which are addreſſed to Menander, and leſs 
ſplendid in their promiſes. Let him eonſult 
for himſelf; 1 ſhall want no conſultations. 
Thou, my Glycera, art my counſel; thou 
art to me the whole fynod of Areopagites ; 
thou art in my eſtimation all the coun- 
ſellors of the forum; thou, by Minerva, 
ever haſt been, and ſhalt continue to be, 
my every thing. I have ſent you, there- 
fore, the King's letters, that J might not 
give you the additional trouble of reading, 
in my. tranſcript, what you would meet 
p with afterwards in the original, I with you 
alſo to be acquainted with what I mean 
to ſay i in anſwer to them. To ſet fail and 


depart for Egypt, a kingdom ſo far re- 
0 | | moved 


(ts) 

moved from us, by the twelve great gods ! 
never entered into my thoughts ; nay, if 
Egypt was ſituated in gina, near as that 
is to us, I would not even then (ſacri- 


ficing the kingdom which I enjoy in your 


love) be a wanderer amidſt Ægyptian mul- 
titudes, in a place which would be to me, - 
without my Glycera, a populous deſert, 
With more pleaſure and: more faftty 1 
court your favour that that of Satraps and 
of Kings. Beſides, the loſs of liberty is the 
loſs of ſecurity z flattery is deſpicable; and 
Fortune, though in e is not to be 
truſted; 

I would not exchange for his Herpulean 
goblets, his great cups, his golden vaſes, 
and all the boaſted and envied ornaments 
of his court, our annual Choan & ſacrifices, 
our ſhews in honour of Bacchus, the 
exerciſes of our Lyceum, and our ſcho- 
laſtic employments; I would not make 


* The Choah ſacrifices were offered up to appeaſe the 
manes of the deceaſed. They confilted of honey, wine, 
and milk; and are called Choan, from xen, a libation. 
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fluch an exchange, by Bacchus, I ſwear, 
and his wreaths of ivy 1. that ivy with - 
which, in the theatre, I would rather be 
crowned in the preſence of my Glycera, 
than wear the diadem of Ptolemy. In 
what part of Ægypt ſhall I ſee the people 
aſſembled, and giving their votes? Where 
ſhall I behold a multitude enjoying the 
ſweets of liberty? Where ſhall I look: for 
the diſpenſers of juſtice, crowned with ivy ? 
The ſacred area? the choice of Magiſ- 
trates? the Libations? the Ceramicus * ? 
the Forum? the Seat of Judgement? Leav- 
ing then my old neighbourhood Salamis +, 
and Pſyttalia, and Marathon, all Greece 
in the city of Athens, all Ionia, the Cy- 
clades, and above all my Jlycera; ſhall 
I paſs over into Ægypt? For what? That 
* The Ceramicus was a range of buildings, fo called 
from Ceramus, -the ſon of Bacchus and Ariadne, 
+ Salamis, an iſland in the Ægean Sea, So Pſyttalia. 
Marathon, a village in Attica, rendered famous by the 


battle fought there, in which Miltiades, with ten thouſand 


men, overthrew the Perfian atmy, conſiſting of an hundred 
aud ten thouſand, 


I may 


» 4 
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I may receive gold and filver, and other 
articles of wealth ? With whom then am 1 
to enjoy theſe, when my Glycera is ſe- 
parated from me by ſuch ſeas? Will not 
theſe poſſeſſions be poverty to me without. 
her? And if I ſhould hear that ſhe has 
transferred her affections to another, will 
not all my treaſures become as aſhes? Then, 
indeed, in death I ſhould” bear away my 
ſorrows and myſelf, while my riches would 
be expoſed to the plunder of my enemies. 
Is it then any great honour to live with 
Ptolemy, and a train of Satraps (empty - 
titles l), amongſt whom friendſhip is not 
without infidelity, nor enmity without 
danger? When my Glycera happens to be 
angry, I canſnatch a kiſs from her; if ſhe 
continues to look grave, I am doubly pe- 
remptory with her; if ſhe ſtill hardens 
herſelf againſt me, I have recourſe to tears, 
She then, in her turn, no longer able to 
| ſupport the taſk of tormenting me, betakes 
- herſelf to her entreaties. Theſe are the 
dal weapons I have to cope with: ſhe has 


I 3 neither 


cms ) 
* ſoldiers, nor - ſpeatlinen, nor guards 3" = 


J am all theſe to her, 
Is it then great and wonderful to. bs. 
hold the Nile? And is not the Euphrates * 
too a noble object of admiration ? Is not 
the Danube great and as extenſive? the 
Thermodon ? the Tigris? the Halys? 
and the Rhine? Were I to viſit all the 
rivers I could enumerate, my whole life 
would be ſunk without looking upon my 
Glycera, Beſides, this Nile, beautiful as 
it is, is full of monſters; and it is dan- 
gerous to approach the banks of a river 
_ ' baited with ſo many miſchiefs. Ever then 
may it be my lot to be crowned, oh King 
Ptolemy, with the ivy of Attica+! May I 
meet death in my own country, and be 
buried in the land of my fathers ! May I 
Join in the annual celebration of Bacchus 
before our altars, ond be initiated in the 


5 — 


. Apis a river of 1 
+ Crowned.wwith the ivy of Attica.) Menander takes this 


method elegantly to infinuate his 9 never to 
= _ his native land. | 


complet 


C19). 
complete courſe of religious myſteries! At 


our annual exhibitions may I preſent every : 
now and then ſome new play“, and laugh, 


and rejoice, and contend among my equals, | 


now agitated with fear, and now crowned | 
with victory! Let Philemon, then, enjoy 
in Ægypt the allurements held out to me; 
he has no Glycera, nor F is he 
worthy of ſuch a bleſſing. But do they, 
I entreat thee, my dear Glycera, as ſoon 
as the Haloan feaſts are finiſhed, come flying 
to me upon your mule. 7 
Inever knew the feſtival ſo teGous be» | 
fore, or ſo unſeaſonable. May'ſt thou at 
| laſt, oh Ceres, be propitious ! 


It js rerdarkable that Menapder bore away the prize 
only. eight times, though he exhibited an hundred and 
five dramas, Philemon, a writer of inferior celebrity; but 
who found means to obtain influence among the judges; was 
frequently complimented with the . honours which more 
properly belonged to Menander. Of this Menander was 
ſo conſcious, that, meeting one day with Philemon, he ſaid» 
0 doſt thou not bluſh, oh Philemon, when _— decide 


the conteſt in thy fayour ?? 
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S ſoon as you ſent me the letters of 
| the king, I read them; and (l call 
Ceres to witneſs, in whoſe temple I now 
am) I rejoiced, Menander, beyond the 
power of containing myſelf; nor did my 


joy eſcape the notice of thoſe who were 
' preſent. There was my mother, with my 
ſiſter Euphorion, and a female friend whom 


you are acquainted with, one who has 
ſupped with you frequently ; you praiſed 
the elegance with which ſhe ſpoke the 
Attic dialect; but you did it as if you were 
afraid t to commend her, till I encou raged you 


bya fervent kiſs. Do you not remember 
this, Menander ? Theſe people, ſeeing un- 


uſual) Joy in my countenance and eyes, en- 
y quired 


* 


( 1ax +) 
quired of me, What great piece of good 
fortune, my dear Glycera, has befallen 
you, that you appear ſo totally changed in 
body and mind, while a certain gleam of 
joy and pleaſure ſhines through your whole 
frame? Oh, ſaid I, in a tone of voice loud 
enough for every one who was preſent to 
hear me, Ptolemy, the King of Ægypt, 
has ſent for my Menander, promiſing him 
in a manner half his kingdom :” and when 
I ſpoke this, I held out, and brandiſhed iu 
my hands, the letter with the royal ſeal. 
« And can you then, ſaid they, rejoice at 
being left behind?“ But this was not the 
cauſe of my joy, Menander. T would not 
believe that ſuch a thing could happen, 
even if the victim, at the altar , ſhould 


: | ſpeak 


* Vidtim, c.] 0 Bus jus ro ANG Wrytaro, I would 
not believe it, even if that, which nature has formed mute, 
or incapable of uttering articulate ſounds, ſhauld ſpeak it. 
Or perhaps ſhe might allude to the Apis of the Ægyptians, 

a deity worſhiped under the form of an heifer: and 
this conjecture is ſtrengthened by a proverb which 
prevailed amongſt the Greeks, © I would not believe it, 
- though 


(- 122 ) 
ſpeak it, that Menender either could or 
would leave his: Olycers in Athens, to 
: Roy e eee 
full enjoyment of proſperity. Ptolemy 
has ſhewn in his letters that he has heard 
of our attachment, and, it ſcems, was der 
ſirous of playing off his ſuſpicions upon 
you with his Egyptian Atticiſms “. This, 
however is a ſatisfaction to me, that the 
ſtories of our love bave travelled as far as 
fgypt; and he ſuppoſes, indeed, that he 
cannot ſucceed in his requeſt, when he 
deſires all Athens to paſs over to him; for 
what is Athens without Menander and what 
is Menander without his Glycera ? without 
me, to dreſs out his characters for him, to at- 
tire him forthe theatre, to place myſelf be- 
fore the ſtage, and accompany the applauſes 
. of the audience, with the approbation of my 


though the oak had ſpoken it;“ in alluſion to the oaks of: 
Dodona, which were eſteemed very ſacred, and 1 
oracular communications were made. 

* This, I ſuppoſe, is ſpoken in contempt of Ptolemy's ate 
tempts at wit, when writing to one ſo famed for Attic cles. | 
Hanes as Menander, | 


hands, 


Enz) 


. - hands, That, indeed, is a moment in 


which I tremble with delight, and hon- 
our you in my mind as the ſacred head and 
fountain of dramatie exhibitions. 
Ml reaſon for telling the women I re- 
joieced, Menander, was this, that not only 
thy Glycera loves thee, but that Kings of 
remote regions love thee alſo; that fame 
has carried your virtues beyond the ſeas; 
and Zpypt, and the Nile, and the pro- 
montories of Proteus, - and the Pharian 
cliffs &, are all raiſed in expectation and 
_ defire of ſeeing my Menander ; of hearing 
the ſentiments. of every character he ex+ 
hibits on the ſtage, whether they be miſers, 
or lovers, or enthuſiaſts, or infidels, or old 
men, or young ones, or ſervants, Of theſe 
they may hear, indeed; but they ſhall never 
ſee Menander, unleſs they are in the ſame 
gity with Glycera. They ſhall never, I 
ſay, ſee Menander, woe einge at the 


| * Pharian Cliff.) Pharos, an iſland at the mouth of the 
Nile, on which was a watch · tower. . 


6 e ſame 
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{ame time my happineſs; Menander, whoſe" 
name is every where known, but whoſe 
perſon is day and night fixed-at my ſide. 
Vet ſhauld any violent inclination ſeize 
you, to poſſeſs all the pleaſures they hold 
out; or if, without any other -wiſh, you 
ſhould be deſirous of ſeeing Ægypt, which 
is in itſelf worthy your notice, with its 
pyramids, its celebrated ſtatues, its won- 
derful labyrinth, and many other things 
which time or art has conſecrated to hon- 
our; I beſeech you, Menander, make not 
me your excuſe; let not me become an 

object of hatred in the eyes of your coun- 

trymen, who are already beginning to enu- 

merate the preſents“ which the King will 
ſend them on your account. But go, with 
all the gods in your favour, go with propi- 
tious fortune, with proſperous gales, and 
Jove himſelf obedient to your invocations. 
J, however, will not ſeparate myſelf from 
you; I neither can nor will do it; think 


* Preſents, pitiurs, properip meaſures of corn. A mes 


dimnus was a meaſure containing fix buſhels, 


net 
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not that I intend. it; no, leaving my mo- 
| ther and my ſiſters, I will fail with you; 
and in the arts of managing a ſhip I am 
ſure I ſhall become a proficient, I ſhall be 
able to drive away any ſickneſs that may / 
| ariſe from contemplating the daſhing of 
the oars, and I will attend to you when 
you are giddy from the toſſing of the ſea. 
I will conduct you to Ægypt without the 
elue of Ariadne *, while you ſupport the 
character, not indeed of Bacchus, but of 
the attendant and prieſt of Bacchus. Nor 
will 1 then, like Ariadne, be left with a 
forlorn boat, to lament and bewail in the 
iſle of Naxos, the infidelity of my lover. 
Farewell then to theſe Theſeuſes of antiqui- 
ty, and the crimes of ſuch ingratitude. To 


* Clue of Ariadne.) She, ſtruck with the charms of The- 
ſeus, delivered him from the Minotaur, by giving him a 
clue of thread, which conducted him out of the labyrinth, 
when he had overcome the monſter about to devour him. 
In return for this, Theſcus carrying Ariadne with him as 
far as the iſle ot Naxos, there abandoned her, leaving her 


to lament his infidelity, She afterwards became tlie fa- 
vourite and the prieſteſs of Bacchus. 


me 
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me all places ate alike fixed, whether the 

city of Athens, the Pirmus, or Ægypt. 
Every place ſhall receive us with our affec« 
tions undiminiſhed; and, ſhould we even 
dwell upon a rock, I am confident that 
love would make it the ſeat of happineſs. 
Tou, I am perſuaded, can have no longs 
ing for poſſeſſions, ot ſubſtance, or riches, 
whoſe whole mind is enwrapped in Glycera 
and poetry; but your relations, your coun- 
try, your friends on all; fides, are, you 
| know, in want of many things; they want 
to grow rich, they want to heap up treas 
fures, You ſhall have no blame then to 
throw upon me, in matters of ſmall. or 
great conſequence } this I am determined 


upon, though you long ago gave yourſelf up 


to my management, through affection and 
love, and have now ſubmitted even your 
judgement to the ſame management. 
With theſe proofs of your affection I 
am doubly tranſported, not dreading in 


you the conſequences of a paſſion whoſe 
im- 


(mw) 

impulſes are generally ſhort-lived; for 
love is an affection, which, though vio- 
lent, is yet eaſily diffolved; but, when 
conſideration eomes to its aid, it then 
becomes more irreſiſtible : it is mixed with 
pleaſure, and undifturbed by ſolicitous 
fears, But you muſt ſolve this argument, 
who are 'accuftotned on fuch occaſions to 
become my teacher. Vet, if you ſhould 
not blame or accuſe me, I am afraid of 
thoſe Athenian waſps *, who will begin 
to buzz about me wherever I appear, as 
if I deprived Athens of the God of wealth. 
I beg of you, Menander, therefore, to re- 
ftrain yourſelf, and do not at preſent ſend 
any anfwet to the King's letter. Confult 
upon it again; wait till we ate together 


In Ariſtophanes play of the Waſps, it is ſaid of the 
Athenians, ** examine us as you pleaſe, and you will find 
us in every thing, our manners, and our food, like waſps. 
Firſt of all, no living creature is more irritable than we are, 
more acrimonious, or more paſſionate, then in other things 
ve have the contrwarces of waſps.” &c. The ſame author 
calls the Athenians wagons, or graſshoppers. 


with 
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with our friends, with Theophrafias ad | 
Epicurus : perhaps to them things may 
wear a different appearance. Let us ſacri- 
fice to the Gods; let us hear what the 
prieſts. ſay, whether it is better for us to 
embark for Ægypt, or ſtay where we are. 
Let us ſend to Delphi, aud conſult the 
Oracle; for Apollo, you know, is among 
the Gods of our country: we ſhall thus 
have the determination of the gods, to urge 
whether we go or ſtay, But this ſcheme 1 
prefer: I know an old woman, lately ar- 
rived from Phrygia, well ſkilled in theſe 
matters: ſhe is very knowing in the myſ- 

teries of ſoothſaying, and pronounces from 
the ſtretching of a rope in the night, and 
by a viſion from Heaven *. And one is 
rather diſpoſed to truſt one's eyes, as 
they ſay, than one's ears. To her I 
will ſend ; ſhe muſt have time, as ſhe 
has told me, to accompliſh a certain 


* For a complete account of the magical and ſuperſtiti. 
ous ceremonies obſerved by the Greeks, I muſt refer the 
reader to Potter's Antiquities of Greece,” 


pu ri 


— 
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purification, and to prepare the animals fort 


the ſacrifice, and the male frankincenſe, 


and the deep-growing ſtyrax, the round 
cakes and the roots of mandrake. I think, 
however, ſhe will be with me before you 


come from the Pirzus. Tell me then how | 


long exactly you can ſupport the not ſeeing 
your Glycera, that I may haſten to you:; 
in the mean time, I will have this Phry« 
gian woman in readineſs; and whatever 

you meditate, you muſt endeavour that 
the Pirzus, and your country ſeat, and 
the pleaſant Munychia, may by degrees 
be baniſhed from your remembrance. 

I cannot, by the Gods! do alf this; nor 
indeed can you, while wrapped in your af- 
fection for me. Let Kings then ſend to 
you ; my authority over you 1s ſuperior to 
them all; you are my vaſtal, obſervant of 
your miſtreſs, and of your oath of alle- 
glance, Try then, and come, my loye, 
with all ſpeed to the city, that if you have 
changed your intentions with regard to 
your viſit to the King, you may get thoſe 


K plays 
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plays ready which are moſt likely to 
pleaſe Ptolemy; your Bacchus, no com- 
mon exhibition you know, or your Thais, 
7 your Miſanthrope, your Thraſyleon, your 
Suppliants, your Rbaphiſomene, or your 
Sicyon. Surely I am bold and daring, 
being a fooliſh woman preſuming to cri- 
ticiſe the plays of Menander ; but I enjoy 
the affections of one ſo wiſe, that I am en- 
abled to form a judgement even of theſe 
matters. You have. taught me, in your 
plays, that a woman of ſenſe frequently 
learns from thoſe ſhe loves; and, by 
Diana! 1 ſhould be unworthy of your 
regard, if I were dull in learning your 
leſſons. Pray, my Menander, by all means 
prepare that play * in which you have de- 
ſcribed me; that, even if I were not preſent 
with you 1n perſon, I might yet, by ſuch 
aſſiſtance, travel to the court of Ptolemy. 
The * would then more * ſee the 


* 7305 Play, &c.] One of Menander's 1 was 
called Gly CETA, 


ſacri- 


T7, 


n 
ſacrifice you made to him, in carrying with 
you the written remembrance of your love, 
and leaving the real object of it at home. 
Vet, be aſſured, you ſhall not leave that 
object behind. Till you come to me from 
the Piræus, I ſhall employ myſelf in learn- 
ing to guide the helm and manage the ſail, 
that I may go with you, and with my o 
hands conduct you in ſafety, if you hin 
it expedient to depart. Let not, oh, ye 
Gods! that be hidden from us, which may 
be conducive to our common benefit ! and 
may the Phrygian Goddeſs ſpeak with more 
truth, than your Glycera, though her 
boſom heaves with divine inſpiration * ! 
Farewell, al 


bo Though ſhe preſumes to propheſy. 
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ALCIPHRON'S LETTERS, 
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* E reader has N been ith 
formed, that the volume now 
W to him is the performance 
of two perſons. I remind him of it 
again in this place, that he may not 
impute any errors he ſhall from this 
time diſcover, to the editor of the 
two preceding books, and that he 


K 3 may 
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(' I34 ) 
may be able immediately to account 
for any little variation of manner or of 


ſentiment which may appear in this 
concludin g part of the work. 


Unfettered by any partiality towards 
each other, our plan has been, to give 
. our opinions of Alciphron and his 
works, ſeparately and without reſerve, 
as they were impreſſed upon our 
judgements in the performance of our 
reſpeRive portions. The reader there- 
fore has before him, not the aggre- 
gate labours of two. men, who tra- 
verſing an unknown region were fear- 
ful to advance a ſtep, the one without 
the other, but rather ſe parate com- 
munications given as the reſult of 
an excurſion, where each, ſatisfied of 
the beauty of the country before him, 
agreed to divide it, becauſe neither 
* leiſure to explore the whole. 


Having 


(. 898 2427: 
| Having premiſed this, I proceed to 
give my opinion of Alciphron and 


of the different orders of individuals 
of which his Epiſtles treat. 


With regard to the preciſe period 
in which he lived and wrote, it has 
ever been involved in. great obſcurity, 
and for any thing which my re- 
ſearches have enabled me to diſcover, 
ſo it muſt remain. What Suidas ſays 
amounts to nothing, Fabricius, in his 
Bibliotheca Græca, does little more 
than tell us that his works confiſted 
of forty-four epiſtles, and were pub- 
liſhed by Aldus with the other epiſto- 
lary writers. Since the time of Fa- 
bricius, many manuſcripts of Alci- 
phron have been diſcovered, from 
the uſe of which Bergler, his laſt 
editor, was enabled to give to the 
public the whole book which it has 
fallen to my province to tranflate. 
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That there are many more letters 
ſtill, I have no doubt. It is well known 
that in the King of France's Library 
there are manuſcripts of this author 
_ Which Bergler had no opportunity of 
_ conſulting ;. and I am well informed, 
that there is a manuſcript ſomewhere 
in this country containing ſeveral let- 
| ters which have never yet been 
| edited. The Onomaſticon of Saxius 
| detects Bergler in a palpable incon- 
ſiſtency in what he ſays concern- 
ing Alciphron's antiquity, but throws 
no farther light upon the ſubject. 
Harles, in his introduction “ In Hiſ- 
« toriam Linguæ Grecz,” ſpeaks 
highly. of .the compoſitions of Alci. 
Phron; “ ſuaves quidem,” he obſerves, 
* jucundzque lectu ſunt epiſtole ;” 
he places Alciphron betwixt Lucian 
and Ariſtænetus, but refers us for 


his authority to the Onomaſticon above 
mentioned. 


What 
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+ Whatoyer may be the opinion of | 
— and critics on this head, 
to go no farther than the pure Attic 
ſtyle in which he wrote, ſurely with 
out parallel ſince the time of Lucian, 
we may venture to claim for Alci- 
phron an antiquity ſufficiently remote, 
to juſtify the attention we have paid 
him. The ſubjects alſo of his letters, 
being «the domeſtic manners of the 
higheſt and the loweſt orders of the 
Greeks, will alſo gratify, as we at 
leaſt preſume, the curioſity of every 
Engliſh reader. He will here find 
What he can find no where elſe, an 
intereſting, and doubtleſs a faithful 
picture of two orders of people, of 
whom the little he can have known, 
muſt neceſſarily have prompted in 
him the defire of knowing more. Of 
the courtezans of Greece a very long 
and perhaps uſeful accouut might 
eaſily be written. The various ac- 
ny cCompliſhments 


compliſhments which they ſtudied to 
acquire, and were known to poſleſs, 
the influence they had, not only on 
private manners, but over public af- 
fairs, the rank which was aſſigned 
them in the ſcale of ſociety, and the 
deference which was on many occaſions 
paid them by the wiſeſt and beſt of men, 
and this with a view not to ſenſuality, 
but to mental improvement, muſt 
tend to make their hiſtory well de- 
ſerving of notice. To this the thir- 
teenth book of Athenzus is entirely 
dedicated. From Lucian alſo much 
concerning then may be known. But 
I do not heſitate to affirm, that the 
manner in which this curious and 
delicate ſubject is introduced by Al- 
ciphron, deſerves ſuperior . praiſę; 
for, at the ſame time that he greatly 
Muminates a part of ancient manners 
but little underſtood, the very men- 
tion of which excites ſuſpicion and 
alarm, 


(' 286' 
alarm, we find him auimated and 
perſpicuous without injurin 8 our taſte 
or corrupting our morals. 


But it is more * my bu- 
ſineſs to ſpeak of the Paraſites of 
Greece, the letters compoſing the 
Third Book being chiefly from that 
order of men, who are in no other 
Greek author ſo agreeably or ſo mi- 
nutely deſcribed. 5 | 

However degraded and contempti- 
ble the Paraſite became in ſucceeding 
times, the term itſelf. is not more 
ancient than the office annexed to it 
was honourable.” The word Paraſite 
is derived from wap, near, and ofog, 
corn; and Paraſiteum was the place 
or Granary where the ſacred corn 
was depoſited. The Paraſite, of 
whom in remote periods there were 
twelve, was one of the officers to 
3 whom 


6 8 0 


whom the care and management of 


this corn was confided. Here, there- 
fore, we behold the Paraſite, not only 
in a reſpectable, but elevated rank; 
he was a ſacred miniſter; and the 
Word according to Athenæus, Book 
V was conſidered as ſynonymous 
with Gueſt. From being an atten- 
dant on the Gods, we next find the 
Paraſite in the train of ſovereigns and 
great men, but ſtill a friend, a com- 
panion, and honourable officer, treat- 
ed with reſpect by his patron, and 
eſteemed by the public. In proceſs 
of time; from being dependants of the 
great, they eaſily degenerated into 
fervile flatterers of their pride, and 
inſtruments of their diſhoneſt plea- 
my - ſures, Finally, in the more luxu- 
nous and opulent times of Athens, 
| the Paraſite appears amongſt the 
moſt abject and worthleſs of man- 
© Kind; 9 perhaps, for their 
7 profligacy, 


£229, 
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profligacy, their impudence, or theis 
wit, they were admited to the tables 
of the wealthy, to promote licentious 
mirth. This being the caſe, it ſeems 
not at all unnatural that we ſhould 
at the ſame time find them the friends 
and companions of the courtezans. By 
Such characters could not hut be mu- 
tually neceſſary to each other; the 
courtezan | ſolicited . the acquaintance 
of the Paraſite, that ſhe might the 
more eaſily obtain and carry on in- 
trigues with the rich and diſſipated. 
The Paraſite was aſſiduous in his 
attention to the courtezan as procurin g 
through her means more, eaſy. acceſs 
to his. patrons, and was. probably. re- 
warded by them both, for the gra- 
tification which he . to the 


yices of the one, and the avarice of 
the ow” 


In this the meaneſt of al prey 
rafters, we are ' obliged to contem- 


Fe 1 plate 
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| plate che Paraſite in the letters be- 


\._ "fore us. But, diſguſting as the pic- 


ture muſt oftentimes appear, it is not 
without its utility both to ſcience and 
morality. To be acquainted with the 
interior and private manners of a po- 
liſhed and enlightened people can 
never be without its advantage, how- 
ever frequent the occaſion may be to 
reprobate and diſapprove. It is the 
buſineſs of hiſtory to record both 
virtue and vice; and, while ſcience - 
honourably exerciſes itſelf in explain- 
ing the tranſactions of paſt ages, mo- 
ality is no leſs uſefully employed 
in ſeparating the droſs from the gold, 
for the amendment of the preſent 
and inſtruction of the future. 


- It is by no means eſſential to our 
purpoſe, but it nevertheleſs may not 
be amiſs to inform the' reader, that 
"wie Romans had alſo their Paraſites. | 

As 


(1430 
As the ſtern rigour of the republie 
relaxed and degenerated into the 
| ſplendour. and diſſipation of a deſpotic 
government, we find that the Roman 


' Paraſites became leſs reſpectable and 


more profligate. | But it does not 
appear, that in the moſt licentious 
ages of the Empire they ever equalled 
in meanneſs or in vice thoſe worth- 
leſs characters deſcribed in ſuch lively 
colours by Athenæus, Alciphron, and 
the comic poets of Greece. F requent 
alluſions to them are found in Ho- 
race and Juvenal, but particularly in 
Terence. As this latter writer honeſtly 
profeſſed minutely to imitate Me- 
nander, the picture which he draws 
of the Paraſite deſerves particular at- 
tention. But as the features which 
he aſſigns him, though ſtrong and 

coarſe, are ſtill leſs hideous than thoſe 
in the book before us; it may be 

preſumed, perhaps, that he ſoftened 
| | the 
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the. more offenſive lows ng out of 
reſpect to an audience not yet ſo cor- 
| a8 that to Which the Pieces of 
Menander were exh 
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1 ſeems almoſt unneceſſary to add 
that the word Paraſite is never uſed 
with us but in the ſenſe, ex. 


| proflive: of. contempt and diſguſt, 
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H, mothet 11 am quite beſide myſelf j 
nor can I bear the idea of marrying 
the young Methymnzan, the pilot's ſon, to 
whom my father had betrothed me, ſince - 


Iſaw Ephebus of the city, when you ſent me 
there at the time of the Oſcophorian feſtival, 


at which he aflited ®, He is handſome, 


* He affifed.] They who affiſied at this feſtival were 


| called Oſcophoroi. The ße al was celebrated in the month 


L | 5 mother 5 


| 0 146 * 
5 mother, and not only W 93 


D captivating. | His hair curls more delight- 5 


fully than ſea-moſs; his ſmiles* are ſweeter 
than the ſea when calm; and the azure 
blue of his eyes reſembles that of the 
ocean when it is firſt illuminated by the 
morning ſun. His countenance altogether 
* 15 Jus, that one would think the Graces + 


"- 
by . | 8 nad 
p 2 — 63 0 a ——— 
7 * * : 


i * p* 5 * 


of Ggober, and the Oſcophoroi went in IRE ge with, the | 


Thyrfus in their hands, A; more on _ may 
| bi fonnd in Meurſius, 


Hus files, ) This was a favorite i . vith the an- 
cient Poss, in one of Nager we find 


4 * | Horror 3 Nena, | ___ 4 
The numberleſs {miles of the deep. | 


— 


* 


— 


Ie vecurs ſo in Lucretius ;/ | 
tibi rident æquora ponti. 


| amd is by no means uncommon in Milton and our beſt Eng- * 


+ The Graces] This idea occurs iv the 5 Anthlogis, in 
| De of the FW 2 23 


a xen, e- Arenen eden ue. 


wei ys tuns e aimodern PRs: 
: » a Did 


had forſaken Otchomends, and neglected 


CH 9 


to bathe in the Gargaphian fountain, to par 
upon his cheeks. His Ups are inged with! 
the bloom'of. roſes, taken from the boſomm 

of Venus. 1 muſt either be united "to 


| him; or, like the Leſbian Sappho, I "will 


. throw myſelf ihto the waves, though not 
from the Leucadian rocks, from thoſe of 
the FRO: Dy Po uf . 


f 
[Did nat the Graces ately meet, 2 FLASKS. 
The youth my heart who warmes? 590 3 
Did they nat leave their hallowed ſeat ©? 
To preſs him in their arms? 3 . 
_They cauſed that to his face ſo fair, 2 
Such wondrous chartns belong. 4 
They ſport amidſt his golden hair,, 
And whiſper from his tongue, 4%. 
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"$25" oo J HY, daughter, you are indeed bende 
r ourſelf, and moſt certainly are 


ES d ou have diveſted youtfelf of alt 


33 —= virgin modeſty, and are in want of helle- 

| 'bore, not that of the common fort, but 
5 that which comes from the Phocian An- 
ticyra.Compoſe and conquer . yourſelf, 
expell this miſchief from your mind.—If 
your father ſhall have the leaſt know- 
ledge of this, without a moment's thought 
or heſitation, he will make you food for 
the mouſters of the deep. 
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1 wasa \proſpeſtof havin ſport, 
and vaſt abundance of fiſh; but my net 
was unravelled, and I knew not what to do: 


bowever, L hit upon an expedient“ 5 


of Siſyphus. I determined to go to Chre- 
mes the uſurer , and promiſing him 


* | Expadient,) The Greek is * Co which 5 Jn a 
former and ſubſequent epiſtle, is applied alſo to Ulyfles 
and Palamedes, men eminently renowned in ancient ſtory 
for their ſagacity i in the moment of difficulty and danger. 
Of Siſyphus Homer ſpeaks thug, * in the 6h Book of the 
Iliad, 


Zolian Sify phus, with wiſcom FIR 


: * Uſarer,)] The name of an Uſurer ſeems, in all ages 
and countgies, univerſally to have excited indignation 
and di The evils in particular which uſury' generated 


in Rowe e frequent and great commotions, and | 
L 3 torm 
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my Tiff, as 4 inge iow toll: pieces 
of gold, that fo I might repair my net. 
R No Woner ſaid than done.—And this half 

tat ved Chremes, whoſe eyes are conſtantly 
ön the ground, who looks ſternly on every 
body, from deſire perhaps of the boat, 
relaxed his gloom and ſeverity, ſmiled ' 
graciouſly upon me, and profeſſed himſelf 
ready to do all T wiſhed: but he ſoon dif- 
coveted Himſelf after this unnatural gra- 
celicuſneſs, and ſhewed that he had no good 
intentions, but that his Miberality was all 
deluſive. As ſoon as the time came, he 
demanded what he had lent, with the 
uſury, nor would he give me an hour. 
U then knew him to be the ſame whom I 
had frequently ſeen fitting in the gate of 
Diometis, with his crooked ſtaff; the 
very ſame Chremes of Phlya, Who was 


form an intereſting part of the Hiſtory of that be Soo 
an admirable digreſſion on this ſubject, by Gibbon, vol, VIII. 
| octavo edition, p. 87. An intereſt, from four to twelve 


® per cent. on money, was allowed by the Juſtinian Code, a 
n eontingencies demanded ; all- beyond this was illegal. 
always 
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5 the enemy of every body, and was | 

then prepared to ſeize my ſkiff. Seeing o 

what perplexity I was reduced, I returned : 

bome, and taking the gold.chain Which, | 

when. richer, J had made for my wife, as - | 

an ornament. for het heck, I cactied it to 36 

Paſeo, the money-lender, and fold _” | 

Having got the money, I paid my debt, 

with the uſury. I then ſwore within 
myſelf, that 1 would never think of going 

near any one of theſe city ufurers, not even 

if I were to periſh, with hunger; for it is 

better to die without diſeredit, than to live 

and be ſubject to the extortions of a low- 

| minded, EN. old wiſer. PAN .. 
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HE hand does not vet point dey: 
whilſt, I, pinched by hunger, am 
almoſt ready do periſh.” Well, let ys call 
a council, Lopadechthambus, « or rather let. 
© us find a beam and tope, and go — 76-=6N 
ourſelves. If we throw down altogether 
the column which ſupparts that curſed 
dial, or place the index ſo that it may gain 
a — hours ; we ſhall contrive a ſcheme 
. worthy the invention of Palamedes “ him- 


* Palamedes.] A catalogue of the inventions aſcribed 
to Palamedes may be found in the Scholia to the Oreſtes of 
Euripides, amongſt which the art of 0 tug is par; 

ticularly ſpecified. 
I be very ſame expreſfion occurs in the 1ſt Book of 
-Athenzus, ** The invention is very wiſe, and worthy of 

Palamedes :” The invention of Dialling is, however, dif. 

; 1 with Palamedes, by Anaximenus of Miletus. 


* ſelf, 
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6 ow 
tas. As it is, all my juices are exhauſted 
from famine.— Theochares will never go 


to table till the ſervant comes to let him 
know it is lx. We mut therdfore con- 
trive ſomething to deceive, and render * 
the punctuality of Theochares.— Bron 
under a rigid and ſevere . pedag 

kes 50 youthfül pro pealltles, bat, FF 
Laches Ae Rest 7 is anftere in his 
manners *; hor will he ſatisfy his e 
before his fixed hour, Farowel. The 2 0 W 
—— re Kp. II. . 
51 n 


K Et ſtudiis annos ſeptem dedit, ipſetmitque 
Libris et curis, ſtatua taciturnior exit 
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N q ATE yeſterday evening Goigias of. the 
_ family of Eteobutades accidentally met, 
and kindly ſaluted me, He complained that 
did not oftener go and ſee him; and afterjeſt- 
ing with me a little, Go, my good fellow, 
+ ſays. he, and--having bathed, come to me 
again: but bring with you Aedonium the 
courtezan, with whom I ain intimately | 
connected; and who lives, as you know, 
not far from the Leocorion . I have a 
great ſupper, noble diſhes of fiſh, and 
flaſks, "you. may tell her, of Mendeſian 


; CC 
by the Athenians in the middle of the Ceramicus, to the 
memory of Leo; who, in the time of a ſevere famine, 
agreed to ſacriſice his children in order to ſtop its progreſs, 
The word is formed of Leo the man's name, and u a 
| nectar. 


1 „„ 
neftar ®, "” Having ſaid this he left. me. 
But when' I haſtened to Atdonium, and 
informed her by whom ſhe was invited, 1 

found I had got into a ſcrape. Gorgias, it 
. ſeems, had been ungrateful to her, and 
ſparing of his preſents. Her anger there- 
fore ariſing within her, ſhe ſnatched a 
kettle from the hearth, and would haye | 
poured it full of boiling water on my head, 
if I had not quickly made my eſcape, which 
1 did with difficulty. Thus, after being 85 
nouriſhed with flattering hopes of pleaſure, 


we experience a 8 ſhare of f mort 
cation: 7 
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WR. Ades] The name e ES 
wine in uſe among the ancients, we find accurately ſtated | 
ia Athenzus, of the e 1 ſays 5 it Way: a ou 
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1 2 a rope, and you ſhall ſoon 75 
me hanging by the neck. I never can 
5 ſupport theſe cuffs &, and other marks of 
inſolence froin the 8 gluttons: but 
yet I cannot tame this curſed and voracious 
Nomach. It is always craving, and, not 
content with being filled, muſt needs have 
luxuries, Vet my cheeks cannot endure 
theſe repeated boxings, and J am in danger 
of loſing my other eye by blows of the 
cudgel. Alas! alas! what d&es this ever 
hungry, and all-deyouring ſtomach, com- 
pell us to go through! I am therefore 
* Theſe cufi.] See the Eunuch of Terence, AR. II. S. II. 
At ego kn, neque ridiculus ſe _—_— Pe pati 
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better than a life of ele. | 


4%): 


determined, that, after ſome hearty and 


luxurious feaſt, .T will vomit up my- ſoul; 
for, in my opinion, an agreeable wats 16 


1 


LETTER Vu. 


8 ro Zomncrpnon, 


War a day was yeſterday ! or what 
genius, or deity of the plays, inter- 


poſed to preſerve me, at the very moment | 
| 95 n 1 Was 


* 


. Of the play.) The Greek expreſſion it ane agen 


which carries with it ſomewhat of. a ridiculous alluſion. 
When the dramatic poets of Greece introduced a character 


into ſome perplexity, from which no obvious means ap- 


peared of extricating him, they created a deity for this pur- 
poſe, whom they called Ons «+. pnxgams: Thus, in the 
Ajax of Sophocles, Minerva is introduced in a converſation 


with OO z and, in the ä Hercules is brought 


upon 


WY 4 1 
. , * 


| Hideout to » In iticre FEM ne gone 
before us! I Was leaving the party half, nay, 
more than half dead, when Aceſilaus, the 
phyſician, fortunately ſaw me! If he had 
not ordered his diſciples to take me up and 
carry me home, where he made me vomit, 
and afterwards-plentifully-blad me, I had 
certainly periſhed in a ſtate of ſtupid inſen- 
| tibility. To what treatment am 1 obliged to 
ſubmit, from theſe over-rich people May 
they meet their deſerts One makes me 
drink to exceſs, and eat more than my 
ſtomach is able to contain.— Another 
crammed me with ſauſages ; 2, third ſtuffed” 
Aa huge eruſt of bread into my jawps; a 
fourth forced a mixture upon me, not of 
wine, but of muſtard, fiſh-ſauce, and 
vinegar, . ws... n it into, a Ccaſk— 


A a eee e. 
; " nine 16 thn age af Troy, 3 


ec phraſe i db necſſry to explain the follow- 
tay pull inthe ArePotica of Horace: e 


„Wes deus inter, niſi ä E. nodus, 1 dy 


4 . n 


. ; J vo 
— : 4 * i 


EY 159, 'Þ; 


4 vomiting this up again, filled all * vel⸗ 
ſels, jars,; and chamber - pots, inſomuch, 
that Aceſilaus wondered how I could con- 
tain ſuch a load of victuals,—Burt ſince the 
Gods, who preſerye mortals, and avert ca- 
lamities from them, manifeſtly interpoſed 
'to reſcue me from deſtruction, I am deter- 
mined to work. —1 will go to the Pius 
and earn my living, by removing the load- 
ing of ſhips to the warehouſes; —lt is bet 
ter to get a certain livelihood,” though it 

be on leeks and oat-cakes, than to feaſt on 
dainty fare and n and —— day 
to dread a ff ſudden TR e S 


. 2 - A * 
** * — 15 $4: 


* Py Theſe birds, which-in more ancient'times_ 

| were ſo exceedingly rare, that they were only ſerved up at 
the tables of the Princes, were ſo common when Athenzus 
lived, that one was placed before each gueſt at the con- 
clufion of a common entertainment. See Athenaus, - 
Book XIV. | | | 
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Wncencras | 10 1908, | 
8 take your pipe aud tabor, and eome 
9 about the firſt watch of the night to 
the golden alley, by Agnus, where we may 
meet. We may then take from Seiros“ the 
courtezanClymene, and conduct her to The- 
rippides of Aexona, who is lately become rich. 
He has long loved her paſſionately, and lives 
at a great expence on her account, but in 
- vain. She, as ſoon as ſhe found how much 
the young man was ſtricken, affected a vaſt 
deal of pride and inſolence, and though ſhe + 


has already had a great deal from him, re- 
fuſes to grant him her favours, unleſs, 


* Sciros.] This was a place in Athens which ſeems by 
legal appointment to have been the reſidence of the Cour= 
texans 228 thoſe I * who were more common. 


beſides 


5 1617 


beſides money, he ſhall give her a farm. 
' Nowis the time, therefore, that we ſhould 
compel her, if ſhe” any longer pretend to 
reſiſt, to accompany us. We are two, 
and both of us ſtrong, and'can eaſily bring 
her with us, however reluctant. When 
Therippides ſhall ſee this, and know it to be 
effected by our activity, we ſhall doubtleſs 
receive from him, hotonly agoodfumof 'gold 
for this new contrivance, but rich cloaths; . 


beſides, we ſhall have admiſſion to his houſe _ 


at dur pleaſure, and enjoy the benefits of - 
g 9 the inconveniencies attending 

„ Perhaps, inſtead of conſidering us 28 
en he will eſteem us as his friends. 
They who do not wait to be told to do a 


kindneſs, are no longer . W 
but real friends. | 


W A1. 
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1222 trying eder the young * were 
fit for the chace, I ſtarted a hare from a 
little buſh; my ſons looſed the dogs from 
the flips *. They frightened her con- 
foundedly, and were very near taking the 
game. The hare, in her flight, climbed a 
ſteep place, and found a retreat in ſome 
burrow. One of the more ſpirited of the 


* The flips.) This is a very curious letter, and, as I 
am given to underſtand, a very faithful, deſcription of a 
courſe, as we now have it, with greyhounds. The lips 

mentioned on this occaſion, correſponded, there can be 
no doubt, with thoſe in uſe amongſt us at the preſent day, 
which even in this country appear to have been no modern 
invention — They are mentioned by Shakeſpeare, See 
Henry V. Act III. Scene 1. 

I ſee you ſtand like greyhounds 1 in the flips ſtraining 
r the ſtart. 


dogs 


(163 ) 
dogs preſſing cloſe upon her, gaſping, and 
expecting to take her in his gripe, went 
down with her into the hole. In endea- 
vouring to pull out the hare it broke one of 
its fore-legs. I lifted up my good dog 
with its lame leg, and found the hare half 
devoured : thus, when I hoped to get 
ſomething, I encountered a ſerious loſs. 
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LETTERS 
Jop HON To ERrasSTof, 


Wich“ the devil had that curſed and ö 
I good-for-nothing cock, who, by his | 
horrible crowing rouſed me from the 
ſweeteſt dream. I thought, my dear 
neighbour, that I was a magnificent 
& I wiſh.) This is one amongſt many other tokens, in 
which a ſiriking reſemblance may be obſerved betwixt 


Lucian and Alciphron. The ſubject of this letter, and 
of the dream of Lucian, are entirely the ſame, 


M 2 and 


tis * 


8 FOR very rich fellow; that I nad a num 
ber of ſlaves attending me, as ſtewards and 
providers: I thought that I had on my 

fingers a multitude of rings and gems, of 

many talents value; that my hands were 
delicate and ſoft, without any veſtige of 
having handled the ſpade. I had flatterers 
by my ſide; Gryllion, probably, and Patæ- 
cion. Beſides all this, the people of Athens, 


| entering the theatre, inſiſted on having 


me for a general. Whilſt they were vot- 
ing * for me, this raſcally cock ſcreamed 
out, and all my viſion diſappeared. Never- 
thelef?, when I woke I was vaſtly happy; 
but when I found that this was the fall of 
the leaf 4, I recolleted that all dreams 
| muſt be 2215 and deluſive. 


* 


e ] Lugoronag—The holding up of hands, 


- - , which, as appears from Ariſtophanes, and other aneient 


writers, was the mode of election to any public office. 

+ Fall of 'the leaf.) Plutarch, in his Sympoſia, has a 
fimilar remark; 

* Dreams are uncertain and falſe, but particularly in 
thoſe months when the leaves fall” —pranoxue; (Hi. 


LET- 


e 


— 


LETTER XI. 


 DrxyYANTIDAs To CHRONIUM. 


OU have no longer any regard 
1 either for our marriage, our com- 
mon children, or our reſidence in the 
country; the city now 1s every thing to 
you. Pan you hate, as well as the nymphs i 
whom you uſed to call Epimelidæ, the | 


Dryads and Naiads. Inſtead of our for- 
mer. ancient deities, -you muſt introduce 
new ones. Where in the country ſhall I 
place the Coliadæ “ and Genetyllidæ +? I 


* Colias.} Colias was one of the names of Venus. 
This goddeſs having a temple and ſtatue erected to her at 
at the promontory Colias, See a long account of this title 
of Venus in the Memoire ſur Venus of Larcher. 

- + Genetyllade.} Genetyllis was another name of Venus. 
This appellation correſponded with the Venus Genetrix of 


the Romans, whoſe worſhip was firſt introduced at Rome 
by Julius Cæſar. 


M 3 „ 


(is). 


know, indeed, that 1 1 heard of many. 
deities, moſt of which, on account of their 
number, are obliterated from my memory. 
Why you ate out of your ſenſes, wife! nor 
in any thing reaſonable, You vie with 
thoſe Athenian women who roll in luxury, 
whoſe countenances are made up, and who 
are full of wickedneſs. They cover their 
cheeks with vermilion, ointments, and 
eſſences, more than the beſt painters do- 
Vou, if you are wiſe, will retain the ap- 


pearance you make after waſhing an 
well with ſoap and water. | «8 


1 


- 


Ltr TII. 
PrRATINASs To Er1GcoNus. 


N one of the hotteſt noons, having 
choſen a pine-tree waving to the wind, 
aud expoſed to its breezes, I ſat down in 


its 


Ci) 


its. ads to protect myſelf from the heat. 
When I had delightfully cooled myſelf, 
it came into my head to practiſe muſic. 
Taking up my pipe, I applied my tongue 
to it, drawing from it, into my cloſed 
lips, the "ſofteſt notes: the melody was 
' ſweet, and altogether, paſtoral, - My goats, 
I know not how, were all ſo charmed with 
the ſweetneſs. of . my performance, that 
they, from all.fides,, thronged round me, 
and ceaſing to eat the ſhrubs and verdure, 
liſtened to me in ſilent attention. In the 
midſt, of my enjoy ment I fancied myſelf 
like Orpheus. I impart this pleaſant iufor- 
mation to you, that my friend may know 
I have the luck to poſſeſs a flock under- 
ſtanding muſic, : 


LETTER XII. 


e TEN 1 0 nts 


Tre advantage of. cho proper 
| feaſon, I had ' funk the cireular 
trenches, and was prepared to plant out 
my olives, and bring them water from 
the adjoining valley; but a heavy ftorm 
of rain, which continued ſucceffively- for 
three days, and as many nights, produced 
torrents upon the tops of the hills; which 
n down, I with them a . | 


2 Tip of he bill 2 dollar expreſn oceury in Virgil, 
** V. 303. 
| : Rapidus montano flumine torrens 
Sternit agros, ſternit _ l=ta boumque labores— 


| see alſo Lucretius Lib. I. 


Flumine abundanti quod "Wy imbribus auget, 
_Montibus ex ais magnus decurſus aquai— 


ö 155 | 77 


. ti) 
tity of clay that filled my trenches; fo that 
every thing formed one flat ſurface, wear- 
ing a uniform appearance, without the 
ſmalleſt veſtige of cultivation. Who 
would any longer beſtow his labour in 
vain, looking to the uncertain events of 
agriculture? I will try ſome other mode 
of life: they ſay that a change of profeſ- 


ſigns. generally brings wal. a a chang i 
| es 


LETTER: XIV. 
S1iTALGCES TO ENO ION. 


F you take after your father, my ſon, or 

are at all of my opinion, you will bid 
adieu to theſe idle, barefoated, and pale- 
faced crew, who infeſt the academy; and 
who, with regard to what is really 


uleful 


a 0 17 ). 
esel in Sha are. alike. ignorant. and belp⸗ 
leſs; but who are buſily employed in 
ſublime. ſpeculations , Bid theſe adieu 
and ſtudy agriculture, at which, if you 
be aſſiduous, your granary. will be full of 
corn, your caſks of wine, Jour; houſe of 


| * 1 things. 

5 005 ime pectin], "The re a may bee this fabjeA 
treated with exquiſite humour in a fragment of the comic 
poet Epicrates, which is preſerved in Athenæus, Bock II. 
Mr. Cumberland, in his Obſerver, Vol. IV. has given a 
good tranſlation of it, which is in part as follows: 


A. I pray you, Sir, 
What are your wiſe philoſophers * in ? 
- Your Plato, Menedemus, and Speuſippus, , 
What mighty myſteries have they in projection? 
What new diſcoveries may the world expect 
| From their profound reſearches ? 
B. Sir, you ſhall know—At our great feſtival | 
l was myſelf their hearer I muſt ſpeak, 
Of things perchance ſurpaſling your belief, 
For ten moſt ſage Academicians ſate, + 
In ſolemn conſultation—on a cabbage, 
A. A cabbage!—What did they diſcover there "i | 
B. Oh! Sir, your cabbage has its ſex and gender, 
Its provinces, prerogatives, and rank: 
- And nicely handled breeds as many queſtions . 
As it does maggots, &c. : 


LE T- 


| (171) 78 
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LETTER XV. 
Corinus 10 Tx yG0D0RV 5. 


HE vintage is at hand, and 1 want 
ſome baſkets ; lend me, therefore, all 


you have which you do, not want, and 1 


will return them ſoon. 1 have many more 
caſks than I ſhall have occaſion for; if you 


. wiſh to. have any, ſay ſo without reſerve. 


A community of goods * amongſt friends, 


and particularly 1 in the country, ought cer- 
tainly to 9 


er- 


9 cn property f 5 J This was a very ancient and 
very popular proverb. See one of the beſt epigrams of 
Martial, Book II. Ep. XLIII, which is upon this ſubject.— 
He addreſſes himfelf to one Candidus, who had this pro- 


verb conſtantly in his mouth; but whoſe actions were con- 
ſtantly at variance with his words 


Candide, xows $1xvv, hæc ſunt tua, Oandide, warre 
Quæ tu magniloquis nocte dieque ſonas— 
We * * 1 


1 
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LE T TER XVI. 


raren To sees 


1 * 12 


Tr you would purſue 2griculture, and be 
' wiſe, oh. Thraſonides! as well as obe- 
dient to your father, you would firſt offet 
to the gods 1 ys laurel, myrtle, with ſuch 

4 flowers as are in ſeaſon. You would alſo 
p preſent to us, your parents, the fruits of 
Jour harveſt, a portion of your wine, and, 

as often as you milked your goats, would | 
ſend us a brimming pail. But you deſpiſe 
* country and its <ngloymants. You 


10 aft at chats. i 

This community of poſſeſſions was a favourite dogma with 
Plato, and is conſidered by him as the perfection of his fa- 
vorite Republic. Ariſtotle, in his Politics, modifies this 
ſentiment of Plato, * it wiſe and good under cer- 
tain reſtricions. | 


admire 


6 193.) 


admire the throe-creſted helmet *, and are. * 
fond of a ſhield, like a mercenary of Acar- 


nania or Melis. Change this turn of 


mind, my ſon, return to us, and embrace a 
life of tranquility, The practice of agricul- | 


ture is ſecure from all dangers; it has 


neither. troops, ſtratagems, nor phalanxes. 


Come to us, and be the ſupport. of our 


age; thus, inſtead of a life of hazard, chooſe - 


one of ſecurity, 110 4-1 


* Meents ae 5: the fuck of Don th 
popular tragedy of that name: 


My name is Norval, on Ol her Hills 

My father feeds his flocks; a frugal ſwain, 

Whoſe conſtant care was to encreaſe his fore, 
And keep his only ſon myſelf at home, 

But I had heard of battles, &e. 
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nee. 
CHEARESTRATUS To LERIUM. 


E deuce take you, ſay I, Lerium, 
who with your wine and your 


| muke ſo faſcinated me, as to make me 


much too flow in returning to them who 
ſent me into the country. They expected 


me in the morning, to bring the caſks for 


which I came; -but I, a gentleman of 
fpirit, let ihe whole night paſs in liſtening 
to the muſic, and then ſlept till mid-day. 
Go to, you naughty wretch, and entrap 
the citizens with your ſnares; if ever you 


get me into a ſcrape any more, you ſhall 


repent it moſt ſeverely. 


C. 


* " 
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E TT EN XVII. 


EUsTACcHTYS To PITHACION. 


AM about to celebrate the birth- day 
of my ſon ; and I invite you, my Pi- 
thacion to the feaſt. But come not alone ; 
bring with you your wife, children, and 
your brother, If you will, you may alſo 
bring your bitch“, who is a good guard, 
and by the loudneſs of her voice drives 
away the enemies of your flocks. She will 
not, I warrant, diſdain to be partaker of 
our feaſt, We will celebrate our enter 
tainment merrily ; drink till we are tipſy, 
and when tired of that we will ſing, 
Whoever then is qualified to dance the 


* Your Bitch.) A ſimilar invitation is given in the Plu- 
tus of Ariſtophanes: © Go,” ſays ſome one to a ſlave, this. 
moment, and*defire your maſter to come. Tell him to 
bring alſo his wife, his children, his ſervants,” his dog, &e, 
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Cordachis e ſhall advance into the n 
and amuſe us. Make no delay, my good 


fellow, for in theſe votive ſolemnities, 
the feaſt ſhould commence early in the 
morning. FEAT LETS ATSESTS 


DEL TT II. 

Pr THACION ro Even AC HYS, 
A ar all St my Fr Fuſtachys, 
betide you, your wife, and your 
children, for you are a kind and affection- 


ate neighbour. I have at length caught 
the thief who has occaſioned me ſo much 
vexation, having plundered me of a plough- 


© * Cordachis,] This was the ſpecific name for an indecent 
dance; but Athenzus, in his fourtcenth book, informs us, 


that it was in no ——— the Greeks. 
— 3 ; | handle 


; 8 


Wale and tas hatehine; i üeiß s k 
watch over him, expecting my neighbours 

to affiſt ine. Conſidering my weak condi- 
tion, I did not think it adviſeable to attempt 
the ſeizing him alone. He looks very ſtern 
with his large arched eye- brows, has brawny 
ſhoulders and ſtout legs. I, on the contrary, 
am worn out with the labours of the ſpade, 
have hard ſwellings on my hands, and 
my ſkin as parched as the caſt one of a ſers 
pent. My wife; however, and children 
ſhall come and partake of your entertain - 
ment; but my brother is fick. In the mean 
While, I and my dog muſt ſtay at home, 
and have a ſtrict watch over this ſcoundrel. 
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0 ci 4 
7 ers know that 1 had inden my als 
with dried figs. Having carried 
: Wem to the place, where 1 fold them to a 
man very well known, forme one or other 
 Earried me to the theatre, where, placing 
me in a convenient ſituation, he greatly 
delighted me with different ſpectacles. 
Of the other things I Have no perfect re- 
Collection, for I confeſs myſelf rather dull, 
either in comprehending or relating ſuch 
matters. But one thing, when I ſaw it, 
rendered me almoſt ſpeechleſs, and made 
me gape with ſurprize : a certain perſon 
advanced into the middle, and, producing 


* You know.) This is a very curious letter; and the fel - 
Jow deſtribed in it ſeems to have been much like one 
of our travelling conjurors with cups and balls. 


; a three- 


tiy ) 
a three-footed table, placed upon it three 
little (diſhes; under theſe he concealed | 
ſome ſmall; white, round pebbles, ſuch as | 
we find on the banks of rapid ſtreams; - 
theſe he ſometimes hid, one by one, under 
a different diſh ; and ſometimes, by I know 
not what method, ſhewed them altogether 
beneath one; at other times he ' cauſed 
them to cdiſoppenr from under the diſhes, 
and diſcovered them in his mouth; having 
ſwallowed them, he brought thoſe who 
| Rood: neareſt him into the middle, and 
then pulled one ſtone from his noſe, 
another from his ear, and a third from his 
head; finally, he cauſed them to vaniſh 
from the ſight of every one. He is a moſt 
dextrous fellow; and even beyond Eury- 
bates of CEchalia, of whom we have heard 
ſo much. I ſhould be ſorry to have ſuch 
a creature in the country, for we ſhould 
never be able to catch him in his tricks; 
and he would ſteal every thing I had, 
and ſtrip my farm of all it contains. 
8 „ rr. 
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| « hired fervant Parmeno is quite 
a nuiſance; a very ſtupid fellow, andeter- 


* * — 5 
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L E r TER XXl. 5 


1 4 „ ro G 


IW hahbend is from home, having for 
theſe laſt three days been in the 


nally aſleep.— There is a huge wolf in 
the neighbourhood, whoſe ſparkling eyes 
beſpeak his ferocity and thirſt of laugh» 
ter. He has taken away Chion, the 


moſt beautiful of our ſhe- goats. e 


ſups upon my beautiful ſhe- guat, 


full milk; while I ſhed gs. PP 


tears. My ee eee nothing of theſe 


matters; when he does, the hircling will 


certainly be hanged on the next pine- tree; 


and my good man will never deſiſt, till, 


by trying every art, he ſhall take 3 


on the walk, 


LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 
PoLYALsUus to BuSTAPHYLUS. 


JT Had placed a trap for theſe eurſed 

foxes, and put a piece of fleſh upon 
the catch. They had infeſted the vines, 
and not only tore dawn the unripe fruit, 
but broke away whole branches. My 
| maſter was ſaid to be coming home. 
He is a very ſevere: man. He is con. 
tinually giving his ſentiments, - and pro- 
poſing ſchemes to the Athenians ; and by 
his peeviſhneſs and his rhetoric, . has 
brought many before the council of the 
Eleven *. Fearful leſt 1 ſhould have ſome» 


* The Elever,] Each of the tan tribes of the Athenians 
elected from their number one of their Magiſtrates, to 
which a Teappalng was added, Their buſineſs was to 


attend executions, and they had the charge of all the pri- 

ſoners.—They were alſo authoriſed to ſeize thieves of all 
deſcriptions, to examine and puniſh them, 

4 | N 3 | thing 
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thing to ſuffer from a maſter of ſuch a 


character, I wiſhed to take the thief of a 


fox, and give it to him; but the animal 
did not come; and Plangon, a little Meli- 
tæan dog ®, which we take care of as the | 
favourite of our miſtreſs, ruſhing with | 
voraciouſneſs upon the bait, has been 
uo for three days paſt ſtretched out, dead 
and putrid —Thus, unluckily, I have 
heaped one miſchief upon another; for 
- how, from this ene fellow, can 1 


_ --* Melitean A . That is, of Malta. —It appears that 

theſe dogs were highly eſteemed. Lucian gives a laugh - 
able account of a grave Philoſopher, a Stoic, who was ſe- 
lected by a great lady to carry her favourite dog, that no 
harm might happen to it. It was entertaining enoogh, 
ſays Lucian, to ſee this old fellow carrying the dog, whoſe 
head popped out from the Philoſopher's cloak. He barked 
too at every one that paſſed, and was conſtantly licking the 
old man's beard, which theſe little dogs always do. The 

Lady's lover, who obſerved the ridiculous ſituation of the 
Philoſopher, remarked, that from a Stoic he was in a mo- 
ment transformed into a Cynic. Lucian adds .many other 
. ludicrous circumſtances; He tells us, that this was a bitch 


big with young, and that CAR forth in the Philo- 
pe ng 2 ON - 


5 ; 


(e 13 ) 


expect any * I ſhall fly as faſt” 
as my legs will carry me. I. muſt bid 


adieu to the country, and all I poſſeſs 
there. I have. only to fave myſelf, and, 


inſtead of waiting to be 1 take care 


to avoid it. , 2 25 . #84 — Aa 


: 


* 


LET TE R XXII. 


1 To PiTtryi1s T Us. 


Delight to ſee the fruits all grow ripe, 

for the gathering of them is a juſt com- 
penſation of our labour; but I am parti- 
cularly fond of taking the honey“ from the 
hives. After lifting ſome hives from the 
ſtores, I perceive I have ſome new ſwarms, 
'The firſt thing I do is to 2 ſelect a portion. 


*The honey produit at Hymettus, a mountain of 
Attica, was eſteemed the beſt in the world. See Strabo. 


N 4 for 


for the Gods : I then aflign a ponion fo 


i: my friends. The comb is very white, 


and diſtills drops of Attic he ney, ſuch a6 
the Brilefian* cayes produce. At preſent 1 
I fend you this; next year, you ſhall id 


from me better and erer. | 


LETTER XXIV, 
\ Pu3LopAMEN To Moscnionm, 


= A ſhould ſeem that I maintained 3 
wolf T. My raſcally ſlave attacking 
my goats has made ſad havoc amongſt 
them, ſelling ſome, and ſlay ing others, 
As for him, he fills himſelf even to ſur- 


eee Brlleſs was he name of mother mount 
þ 5. 
-* + A wolf] This expatica Shes tn have been uſed on 
all occafions amongſt ihe Athenians, where terror and 
abhorrence were excited, Seę Theocritus, Idyll. V. 38. 


feiting, 


C 
feiting, feaſting his throat, and indulging 
himſelf with dancing and muſic, and fre- 
quenting the perfume ſhops *. My folds in 


the mean time are empty, and the goats 
which I had are deſtroyed, Hitherto te- 


main quiet, leſt, foreſeeing my intentions, 


he make his eſcape, If once I can ſurprize & 


him, and get him into my power, his 


hands ſhall be bound, and his legs fut- 


tered T. Thus, when - confined to tho 


plough, the harrow, and the ſpade, he 


ſhall be made to forget his luxuries, and, 
by his ſuffering, ſhall be taught to ems 
brace the moderation of a country life. 


* Perfume b. Theſe ſeem to have been places of 
faſhionable reſort for the idle and luxurious, Jull like = 
a yacni tonſoris in umbra” of Horace. 

1 Fetrered.} From this and various a 
cient Greek writers, we have too much reaſon to conclude, 
that the condition of the Slaves wag the moſt abject that can 
be imagined, and the ſeverity with which they were treated 
equally offenſive to the common rights of humanity and 

the refined liberality of modern times. Their ſituation at 
Rome was not in the ſmalleſt degree preferable. 
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-0 U: are favs ever TORR to . a. 
. Nomivs ; and you care not whether 
vou are to ſee the country even for a 
moment. In the mean time, our lands 
lie fallow from the want of cultivation. 
1 keep houſe by myſelf, and along with 

Syra with difficulty maintain our chil- 
drei; but you, in fact more than half an 
old man, are become a youth of Athens. 
Tam informed, that you ſpend moſt of your 
time in the Scirus and Ceramicus, which. 
they ſay is chiefly frequented by thoſe who 
ſpend their lives in idleneſs and profligacy. 


ar : 
y * 1 py 
— 1 F 8 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Lznzavs TQ.Corr DON. 


UST as 1 had cleaned the floor, and 
laid the van on one fide, my maſter - 
appeared, who ſaw and commended my 


induſtry. Suddenly that Corycæan Dae» 
mon * Strombichus came upon me, I know 
not how. He ſeeing me follow my maſter, 
took up the cloak which when at work I 
had. thrown off, and went away carrying 


it under his arm, Thus I became the ri» _. 


dicule of my fellow-ſetvants. 


* Coryeran Damon] A Coryczan has -heard him,” 
was a proverbial expreſſion amongſt the Greeks, See 
Eraſmi Adag, Chil, I. Cont. II. p. 44. It took its riſe from 
the artifices of the banditti, who infeſted Mount Corycus, 
They divided themſelves into ſmall parties, and mixing 
with travellers found out their views, &c. from converſing 
with them: this done, they communicated to their fra» 
. ternity what they had diſcovered, and _ * meaſures 
| according]y. 


5 : LET. 
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LETTER XXVIL 


rs To SALAMINI®. 


THAT is it you ean mean, Salaminis, | 
by being ſo proud? Did not I,. 
when you were fitting in the workſhop by 


1 the ſide of the lame taylor, carry you 


away, and that without the knowledge of 
your mother? Do I not now maintain you 
as if I had married you a wealthy heireſs ? 
But you, humble as you were, now laugh 
at and ridicule. me continually. Will you. 
not forbear this infolence? 1 will take 
care that you ſhall find your lover become 
your maſter, and I will teach you to roaſt 
* in 28 e Thus you will 


nova 
. Riaft barly.] This ſeems to have been. a common 


employment with the women who reſided in the country. 


2 169 ) 


know by experience what this _ have 
. upon yourſelf, 


no; 


«x 77 


i TS x xvi 


SALAMINIS To GEBELLUS 


FT Am prepared to endure every thing, 
rather than ſubmit to your embraces. | 
This laſt night I did not run away, nor did 


I conceal myſelf in the ſhrubs as you ima- 


gined; but I entered the kneading trough, 
and turned it over me for a covering. As I 
have determined to finiſh- my life with a 
halter, hear my real ſentiments; my ap- 
proach towards death takes away every 
impreſſion of fear, 1 hate you, oh Ge- 


See Herodot. Book VIII. where the Oracle foretells, that 


the women inhabiting the promontory of Colias ſhall 
roaſt corn over a fire made of the wrecks of veſſels. 


bellus, 


* 


* 
— — : 


2 N "gh: Y 


e ge bulk of body; and 
would avoid you as. a monſter; nor can I 
bear your fœtid breath, which you draw 
from your inmoſt ſtomach. Beaſt as you 
. are! may yoũ periſh miſerably ! find out 
ſome doating old woman in the country, | 
mumbling with her ſingle Ns and 
ſtinking of oil of * | 


. 
= 


"LETTER IR. 
'Onrvs TO AnTHorfoRiow.” 


Believed you, Anthophorion, to be a 
plain man, in every reſpect a ruſtic, 


and ſmelling as it were of the dregs of 


oil and duſt. I was ignorant that you 
were a famous orator, celebrated beyond 
thoſe who in the Meticheum contend for 


the 


„ K 
» * — 
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the rights of others. In all the cauſes which ; 


you lately pleaded before the magiſtrate, 
you werg/vidtorious without teſerve. To 
. be ſure, thou art a man of moſt extraor- 
dinary eloquence, |. and more voluble of 
ſpeech than a turtle-dove “. I ſhall uſe 
you for my advantage as to your talent of 


ſpeaking; for I am expoſed to the attack 


of ſome who wiſh to plunder me. I am 
a lover of eaſe, but I am very ſenſible 
that this CON I n ne of; my 


. = w a 


a * 
1. bo 4 th : 


| * 4 1 Alls, and from bim 1 aſſerts 
of this proverbial expreſſion, that it aroſe from the nature 


of the turtle, du non ore tantum, ſed etiam poltich cor. | 


poris eee re, 
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LETTER 1b. 
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"HE e is this * to PLIES . 
chat it is impoſſible to ſtir out. Every 
place is covered with ſnow, which fpreads . 
its whitegeſs not only over the hills, but 
over the vallies. There is no doing any 
work, and yet it is diſgraceful to fit and do 
nothing. I looked from my window, and 
bad juſt opened a little bit of the door, 
: when l ſa that the ſnow had brought with 
it a large flight of birds, of thruſhes and 
| blackbirds. I immediately took ſome glue 
in a diſh, and covered with it the branches 
of the wild pear· tree. Never did I behold 
ſo great a cloud of birds, all of which 
hung from the twigs 3 a moſt pleaſant 
fight; ſome 'caught by the wings, others 
by the head and fect. I have ſelected and 
Ih | ſent 


| „ 
ſent you five · and twenty of the largeſt and 
fatteſt. Good people participate each 


other's good things, exciting the envy of 
their worthleſs neighbours. 


. W - » 


- LETTER XXX. 
Puttbeynvs ro TuzsTyLLUS. 


Have never yet been to the metropo- 
lis, nor do I know what is meant by a 

| city. 1 long to behold a new ſpectacle, to 
ſee men dwelling together in one place, 
and thoſe other things in which a city differs 
from the country. If you have any buſi- 
neſs which calls you to town, come and 
take me with you. I think that it be- 
comes me to extend my knowledge, as the 
hair is Dm. to ſhew itſelf on my 
| 0 chin. 


(1) 


chin. Who can ſo properly be my intro- 
ducer and inſtructor in the eity as you, who 


are ſo frequently moving ou within its 
| gates. 


LETTER l. 
ScorpiaDes To orion. 


HE deuce take it! Cotion. What a 
| ſhocking thing is drunkenneſs |— _ 
1 fell-in with a deſperate dtinking party; 
all were fond of liquor, and not one would 
drink with any moderation; but, as the 


bottle went round “, a puniſhment was 


* Bottle went s The philoſophers and poets of 
Greece abound with animated exclamations againſt. the 
vice of drunkenneſs; it nevertheleſs appears to have been 
very common amongſt the Athenians in particular. A 
curious fragment, preſerved in Athtnzus, informs us, that 


the Lydians firſt taught the intemperate circulation of the 
glaſs. 


6 


decreed 


„ N . Dy 
decreed to whoever ſhould refuſe his plaſs : 
they were at their own coſt to entertain 
us on the following day. This happened 
three days ſince, but my head till aches, 
and I have the taſte of wine in my mouth. 


1 * 


— 


LETTER XXXIII. 
ANTHYLLA To Con Isos. 


8 Ms appear to flow back again * 
to their ſources, ſince you, Coriſcus, 
(who, together with myſelf, are now in fo 


* Flow back again.] A very common exprefſion,—Ses - 
the Medea of Euripides: 


and werafn ug Xwgeos οννtn - | 
Xanthe, retro propera verſæque recurrite lymphæ, 
Suſtinet Enonem deſeruiſſe Paris. — Ovi. 


| "Fa 4105 the ſame author in his Triſtia: 


In caput alta ſuum labentur ab æquore retro 
Flumina 


O 2 5 advanced 


bes 196 S 
advanced an age, that we have got ſons 


and grand-daughters) are in love with a 
dancing girl. Your ill treatment almoſt | 
breaks my heart. I, who have lived with 
you in matrimony thirty years, am dif- 
honoured; while a vile harlot, who pre- 
tends to what ſhe does not poſſeſs, devours 
you and your lands. The young men 

laugh at you; yet you do not perceive _ 
yourſelf to be an obje& of ridicule. That 


old age ſhould be the laughing f ſtock of an 
— U | 


LET: 


- Fa p 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Gxaruo T.o CALLICOMIDES, . 


O U know Timon“, Callicomides, 
he of Colytta, the ſon of Echecra- 
tides. He was rich once, and laviſhed his 
wealth upon us paraſites and the courte- 
Zans; but is now reduced to poverty. 
Once too. he was eminent for his urbanity ; 
but now he 1s a miſanthrope, and imitates 
the ſurlineſs of Apemantus.—-He has taken 
poſſeſſion of a field, from which he pelts 
paſſengers with clods, anxiouſly endeas. 
vouring to prevent any one coming near 
him, ſo much does he loath our common 


* Timon.) The deſcription here given of Timon pre- 
eiſely correſponds with that which is found in the Timon, 
or Miſanthrope, of Lucian. Such alſo in every reſpect is the 
Timon of Athens, as deſcribed by our Shakeſpeare. | 


0'3. nature, 


(6 8 ) 
nature, 'The other Athenians, who are 
moderately rich, are meaner than Phi- 
don and Griphon *. It is time for me 
to leave this place, and get a living by my 
induſtry, Take me, therefore, as an hired 


ſervant into your farm; I am prepared to 


endure every thing, if 1 2 but alt this 
en ſtomach, Tr 


VET TER XXXv. 
THALLISCUS To PETRAEUS, 


OW parched every thing is! not a 

L cloud to be ſeen; we want rain ex- 
ceedingly, which indeed 1s ſelf-evident, 
from the furrows of the ploughed lands. 


* Phidon and Griphon, ] Two miſers introduced by Ari. 
ophanes in his plays, 


Our 


(0 199 ) 
Our offerings to Jupiter Pluvius ſeem to be 
fruitleſs and neglected; nevertheleſs, the 
whole of our diſtrift have contended in 
making thoſe offerings, each man as he 
could afford; one has ſacrificed a ram, 
another a goat, a third ſome fruit, the 
poor man a cake *, and the poorer ſill his 
grains of incenſe. Nobody, indeed, has 
offered a bull; for we, who inhabit the 
mean ſoil of Attica, have no abundance of 
cattle, But all our expences avail nothing; 


Jupiter ſeems to be engaged with ſome 


other nation, and does not concern himſelf 
about us. 


© * Acale.] The meaner people amongſt the Greeks of- 


fered to the Gods thin round cakes made of meal, honay, 


and * 


PS | 
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L TO ER XXXVI. 
PRATINAS To MzoatoTaL 


OW very e that foldier® 


was ever ſince he came in, which 
was late yeſterday, when he unluckily 
took up his abode with us 1 He has per- 

ſiſted in deafening us with his ſtories, 
talking of battalions and phalanxes, of 
pikes and catapultas, Then he told us 


* That ſoldier.) This ſeems to have been a common and 
fayourite character with the Greek comic writers; ſee in 
particular the dialogue of Lucian, entitled Leontichus, 
Cheridas, and Hymnis.—Leontichus relates to Hymnis, a 

courtezan, his wonderful deeds ; how he ſlew whole 
ſquadrons, running their leader and his horſe through at 
one ſingle thruſt. To which the lady replies, if you are 
ſuch a terrible and ſurprizing man, I cannot bear the idea 
of embracing you. After which ſhe departs abruptly, 
The character here deſcribed reſembles alſo, in ſome 
r, the Thraſo of Terence, and our Bobadil. 


ho 


( 201 


how he vanquiſhed the Thracians, aftey 
he had run their leader through with his 
javelin ; how he killed an Armenian with 
his pikeſtaff, After this, he made a parade 
and boaſt of his female captives, aſſigned 
him for plunder by his generals in reward 
of his bravery. J filled a large goblet 
and gave it him, hoping it would prove 2 
cure for his loquacity;z but he drank this, 


and many more and larger, but would not 
ceaſe his prating, 


LETTER XXXVIL 


EriPHYLLIs TO AMARACINA, 


1 compoſed a garland of 
flowers, I went into the temple of 


Hermaphroditus #®, meaning to hang it 


up 


v Heemaphroditas,] 91 conjefture," ſays Dr. Jortin, 
from this Epilile of Alciphron, that Hermaphroditus was 


con- 


bp in honour of my Alopian friend. 10 1 
ſuddenly ſurprized by a party of villainous 
young men prepared to moleſt me. They 
acted in conjunction with Moſchion, who, 
as [oon as I had loft the deceaſed Phædria, 
had commenced his deſigns upon me, wiſh- 
ing to marry me. This I refuſed, both 
out of regard to my little ones, and having 
the hero Phædria in my remembrance. 
But it ſeems that I only reſerved myſelf 
for a more diſgraceful amour, and was 
doomed to find a grove my bridal cham- 
ber. I was hurried into the thicket, in 
whoſe ſhades, upon a bed of flowers and 
leaves, I bluſm to ſay what he compelled 
me to endure, The injury I have ſuſtained 
bas procured me a huſband, againſt my 
inclination indeed, but ſo it is. It is a 
happy ching not to experience choſe things 


| -confidered as he deity who preſided over aderied people; 
the ſtrict union between huſband and wife being aptly re- 
preſented by a deity, who was male and _ —_— | 


a * * 


1 


ta 
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to which we are averſe. When this'cari- 
not be, it is right to conceal our cala- 
mities. 7 5 


LETTER. XXXVH. 
Eu D ICS ro PAS I O N. 


Have a good- for- nothing Phrygian 
ſlave, whe has turned out ſuch in 
farming matters. I choſe and bought him on 
the new mogn, and therefore immediately 
gave him the name of Numerius*. —He 


d appeared 


* Numerius.) Literally a new moon man. It was the 5 
cuſtom of the Athenians to buy and fell flaves at the com- 
mencement of the new moon. — "a AO Ariſto- 
phanes, v. 43. 

The ancients generally had a ſupeſtitious prejudice with 
reſpect to the new moon, and thought it the moſt auſpicious 

ſeaſon 


( 264 ) 
appeared to be ſtrong, and of a lively 
countenance, and I therefore, with much 
ſatisfaction, took him to be with me at my 
farm. But he proves a great loſs to me; 
he eats as much as four ditchers ; he ſleeps 


as much as I have heard the mad ſophiſt 
declare one Epimenides* of Crete ſlept; or 
wants one night lengthened to three, as 
when Hercules was begotten. Tell me then, 
thou who art the deareſt of my companions 
and affiſtants, what I ſhall do, having 
thrown away my money on ſuch a beaſt. 


| "ſeaſon to commence a journey, a march, or buſineſs of any 
bind. We learn in Herodotus, that, in a criſis of particu- 
lar danger and importance, the Lacedzmonians deferred 
the march of their troops till the new moon. Many allu- 
fions to this prejudice alſo occur N wles Proverbs, 
* vil. 20. 2 Kings, iv. 23. 
« Ang he ſaid, wherefore wilt ou go to him to-day? it 
is neither new moon, nor ſabbath. 
- * Epimenides.] Of this perſon | * in his life of 
Solon, ſpeaks at confiderable length. The ftory here 
| alluded to is related by Diogenes Laertius, Aulus Gel- 
lius, Pliny, and others. Fatigned with walking, he went 
into a cave, where he fell aſleep, and did not awake till 


after a period of forty-ſeven years. Lucian, in his Timon, 
6 


LE Ts» 
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 Evrnypicus To EriyHANIUS. 


the Gods and Dzmons! mother, 
leave, I entreat you, for a ſhort time, 
the rocks and fields, and come before. you 
die and behold the charming things which 
are going on in the city. What have you 
not loſt! the Haloa, the Apaturia, the 
Dionyſia, and the preſent moſt ſacred 
Theſmophorian feſtival. The firſt day 
was the aſcenſion; to-day is appointed for 
the celebration of the faſt; that which 
follows is diſtinguiſhed by the ſacrifice to 
Calligeneia *. If you make haſte, you may 


* Calligeneia,] Probably the ſame with Venus Genetrix, 
who was worſhipped under that title in Greece, and after- 


wards in Rome, where the worſhip of this goddeſs was firſt 
introduced by Julius Caſar, 


7 come 


649. 


come in to-morrow before the morning 
ſtar is gone, and ſacrifice along with the 
Athenian women. Come then; delay not, 

I entreat you by the ſafety of myſelf and 

my brethren. To die without any know- 
| ledge of the city would be abominable, 
it is beaſtly and hateful. Permit me, mo- 
ther, ſince I ſpeak for your advantage, to 
addreſs you thus freely. To be ingenuous 
jn converſation is a virtue in every charac- 

ter; but it is a matter of particular duty 
to ſpeak the truth to thoſe of our own. 
family. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 
bs 1LOMETOR 10 PREILI Sv 8. 


| Sent * my ſon to fell ſome wood and 


barley, charging him to return the 


ſame day, and bring the money : but the 
anger of ſome deity has totally changed his 
nature, and driven him out of his wits, 
He ſaw one of the mad people, who. from 

their ſtrange behaviour are called Cynics, 
and in imitation of him ſoon exceeded the 

extravagancies of his maſter. The appear- 
ance he makes is hideous and diſguſting ; 
he ſhakes his uncombed locks, his look is 
ferocious ; as to his dreſs, he goes half 


In.] This letter will be found to bear a minute 

reſemblance to the dialogue of Lucian called Hermotimus, 
and is very valuable for the lively picture it exhibits of 
the offenſive appearance and unamiable manners of the 
Cynic, | 54219 *agh 


naked 
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baked, BW, a little wallet bavgiuig bes 
fore him, and a ſtaff made of wild olive 
in his hands. He wears no ſhoes, i is very 
filthy, and totally unmanageable ; not ac- 
knowledging, but, indeed, avoiding us, 
his parents, and the -country : he ſays 
that all things are produced naturally, and 
that our creation is cauſed by a mixture of 
elements, not by-our patents. It is very 
evident that he deſpiſes money, and hates 
agriculture. He ſeems to have no ſenſe of 
ſhame, and has baniſhed from his coun- 
tenance all traces of modeſty. Oh, Agri» 
culture ! how would this ſe& of Atte 
wretches ttample you under foot. I blame 
Solon and Draco *, who judged thoſe who 


ſole grapes-to bo worthy of death; but 


* Drato.] Draco was tlie nioft ancient Atheniat 
Legiſlator, of whoſe ancient inſtitutes thoſe of Solon 
were improvements. The laws of Draco were remarkable 
for their extreme ſeverity, they were greatly ſoftened iti 
this reſpe& by Solon. For a farther account of Draco, the 


reader may confult Aulus Gellius, Book I and Suidas at 
the word Draco, 


ſuffered 


( 209 ) | 
ſuffered thoſe who lead away young men 


from the proper uſe of their underſtanding | 


to eſcape unpuniſhed. 


LETTER XII. 


ARNA DES TO MEZLIAS. 


Sent you the fleeces of ſuch ſheep as ] 


«i 
* 

* 

1 


what he pleaſed with them before their 
diſeaſe entirely deſtroyed them. As you 
have, therefore, plenty of wool, make me 


ſome garments ſuitable to the different 


ſeaſons. Let thoſe which are for ſummer 
be light; the winter ones have a good 
woof, and be made thicker; that the 

Po former 


had at Decelia ſhorn, whilſt they were 
healthy. Thoſe which had the rot I gave 
to my ſhepherd Pyrrhias, that he might do 


i 
: 
; 
1 
N 
s 
4 
' 
] 
J 
1 
4 
F 
2 
4 
F n 
4 
Wis 
| 
i 
1 
* 
1 


8 5 5 0 216 * 


| former 1 may by their lightneſs ſhade, withs 
| out heating the body ; the latter, by their 
Tloſeneſs, keep out the cold; and be a de- 
fence againſt the wind. Let our virgin 
daughter, who is now marriageable, begin 


the weaving part along with the maids “, 
that when carried home to her huſband ſhe 
may not diſgrace us her parents. Beſides, 
you ought to know that they who love 
ſpinning, and the buſineſs of the loom, are 


diſtinguiſhed by their ranks and modeſt 
conduct +. 


 * With the maids.) That this was the employment of 
the moſt exalted female characters in ancient times, is evi- 
dent from alt the more ancient writers. In the Odyſſey the 
reader will find very animated and charming pictures of the 
Queen of Alcinous, in Phæacia, and of Penelope, in * par- 
ticular ſituation here deſcribed, 
+ The French eſſay writer, Montaigne, aſſefts an opinion 
contrary to this, probably from caprice and prejudice, 
5 rather than from any foundation which it has been known 
to ne either in philoſophy or fact. 
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RnAGEsTRANGISUS TOSTAPHYLOD AMON. 


Am utterly undone. I, who was yeſ- 
terday ſplendidly attired, am now ob- 
liged to hide my nakedneſs with mean 
pieces of haircloth. That curſed Patzcio 
has ftripped me, You know I had plenty 
of money; but by a dexterous uſe of the 
dice he has got it all from me, to the very 
laſt farthing. When by putting up with tha 
loſs I had ſuſtained I might have eſcaped 
a greater, irritated to a conteſt, I went on 
to the laſt extremity, Putting off one 
by one my garments, as I was challenged 
to do, I was finally deprived of the whole - 
of my dreſs. Where muſt I go? The 
north wind blowing ſtrong and bitterly, it 
pierces my ſides like a dart. Perhaps 1 
| + ey may 


(any) 
may be admitted at the Cynoſargis ; and 
either ſome of the young men from pity 


. _ - will give me cloaths, or. I ſhall take poſſeſ- 


- fion of the neareſt chimney, and warm my 
| miſerable carcaſe, To thoſe who are 


naked, fire and warmth muſt ferve as ox 
: — cloak. 


LES TER Jas. 


| Percuocraysres 6 BuCclon. 


\HE day before e, with ſhorn 

heads, I, and the. paraſites Struthio 
and Cynzthus, bathed in the bath of Seran- 
gium *, and about the fifth hour haſtened 
to the ſuburb of . where lives the 


* 33 This was a beth. in | the Pirzus. 1 5 
en. 


young 


5 can? 


poung Charicles. He received us FR 

like. one who loves to be merry and to 
feaſt his friends. We entertained him and 
his gueſts, boxing one another's ears, ſing - 
ing loud ſongs, ſcattering our. witty and 

facetious ſayings with genuine Attic ſpirit, 
u the meeting was thus full of mirth 
and jollity, who ſhould come in but that 
dufters and ill-natured fellow Smicrines 1 
A croud of domeſtics followed him, who - 
attacked us on all ſides, Smicrines himſelf 
firſt meaſures the back of Charicles with 
his ſtaff; then, ſtriking him on the face, 
carried him away like a common thief, 
As for us, at à fignal from the old man, 
our hands were tied behind us; we had 
then more laſhes on our backs than we 
could number with a thong * made of boars- 
ſkin, and were finally, at his command, 


YER Thong.) Horace in his ſecond Satyr makes a diſtince 
tion betwixt the rod uſed by the ſchoolmaſter, and the 
whip uſed to puniſh {laves and criminals : 
Nec Raule dignum horribili ſectere flagello 
e thrown 


0 „ 


| thrown into priſon. Tf that kind-hearted 
Eudemus, one of the chief of the Areopa- 
gites, had not opened the doors of our 
priſon, we ſhould probably have been de- 
livered to the executione. So incenſed 
againſt us was that ſevere aud bitter old 
man; who did all in his power that, like ſo 


many homicides and facrilegious rogues, 
we N bs 0 to death, - 
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LETTER XLIV. 
GnAaTno 1 0 Lien 


W E are held i in no greater eſtimation 
| than if we were Megarläns, or 
Ageans - *, At preſent Gryllion is the 
only man who rules the city, and to 
whom every door is open, ag if he were 


» Marias, Ge. Theſe A were often mentioned 


Homer, Callimachus, and Theoeritus. See Eraſmi Ada- 


gia, Chil, II. Cent. I, 59 ; where the ſubject is treated at 
conſiderable length. 


* 


Crates 


( 21 5 } 
Crates * the Theban. To me it ſeems, 
that by the aid of ſome old Theſſalian or 
Acarnanian witch he faſcinates our fooliſh - 
young men; for what talents does he 
' poſſeſs, what agreeableneſs, or what hu- 
mour? The Graces perhaps have viewed him 
with partial eyes, ſo that bread is placed 
before him to clean his hands +, which 


* Crates.] See the life of this perſon in Diogenes Laer- 
tius. He was ſurnamed the opener of of doors, becauſe he 
entered &very houſe without ceremony, He was a Cynic, 
but, according to Apuleius, the beſt of this ſe; and there- 
fore perhaps every door was readily opened to him. 

+ To clean bi; hands.) Anciently a piece of fine ſoft bread 
vas placed before each gueſt at an entertainment, to clean 
the fingers with, which at the end of the feaſt was thrown 
to the dogs. Whence camę the proverb Canis vivens e 
* Magdalia,” concerning which conſult Eraſmus, Adag. XXIII. 
Chit. IV. Cent. I. where all the ancient authorities on this 
curious piece of antiquity are collected and explained. 

See Bruce's Travels, vol. III. p. 302. | 

There are laid before eyery gueſt, jnſtead of loan : 
rgund cakes, about as big as a pan-cake, and ſomething 
thicker and tougher. Three or four of theſe cakes are, 
generally put uppermoſt, for the food of the perſon oppoſite - 
to whoſe ſeat they are placed, Beneath theſe are four or five 
of ordinary bread, and of a blackiſh kind. Theſe ſerve the 
maſter to wipe his fingers upon; and afterwards the tr: 


| fax — 
P 4 aſter⸗ 


4 4. 


ends is thrown to us as to the dag. 
Yet perhaps he has no powers of faſcina- 
tion, and is merely a lucky fellow. For- 
tune it is which revails in all human cons» 
cerns. In the affairs of men ſagacity does 
nothing; fortune every thing; he who is 
fortunate is agreeable in Mice, and uni 
* elteemed * 


LETTER XL. 


Tu ATEZoL IcH TO PsienobrALEC TA. 


Was exceedingly concerned, my deareſt 
Pſichion, at the accident which has 
happened to your face. If the matter 
really be as Licione, at her return from the 
feaſt, related to me (I ſpeak of the ſervant 
of Phyllis, the dancing girl), you have 
met with open war and 9 with= 

7 out 


(n 


out any military engines. 1 hear that the 
vile effeminate fellow broke, a goblet on 
your head, the pieces of which wounded 
your noſe and right cheek, ſo that the 
blood flowed from you in ſtreams, ſuch as 
the rocks of Gerania throw down. Who 


can bear theſe vile wretches, if for the food 


which they beſtow on us we run the riſk - 
of our lives | We fear death from famine, 


and we run an equal peril if our appetites 
re wake. 


LETTER XLVI. 
$TEMPHYLOCHERON To'TRAPEZOCHARON, 


OW happy and fortunate have I 
been! You will aſk me by what 


means, perhaps; but 1 will rovent your 


* 


( 28. ) 


een. Our city, you know, celebrated 
the feſtival called Cureotis *. I was in- 
troduced at the feaſt for the amuſement of 


the gueſts, and danecd the Cordachis. 
The gueſts ſtrove to outdo each other in 


* 


drinking; and, continuing to do this, all 

were intoxicated. Sleep at length over- 
powered both gueſts and domeſtics. I caſt 
my eyes about, to ſee if I could not filch 
ſame ſilver veſſels ; but theſe, whilſt they 
were ſober, they had taken care to remove 
out of ſight, and place in ſecurity. So I 

took a napkin under my arm, and made 
ſuch haſte away, that in my flight I loſt 


one of my ſhoes. You may ſee that it is 


of the beſt Aby ptian t, ans of He yours 


* The Cureotis.] This was thie third day of the Apt 
turia. 
11 Fgyptian.] The linen of Egypt was ediebrated 
throughout the world; See on this ſubje& the ſecond Book 
of Herodotus. The fine linen of Egypt is frequently. mev- 
tioned in Scripture ; though it ſhould ſeem, from a careful 
examination of many Egyptian mummies, that we fhould 
think at this day their fineſt linen very _ and inferior 
to the vileſt now in uſe. 


* dye 


Cay) 


ave of Hermioue, remarkably fine, and 
curiouſly worked. If I can ſecurely diſpoſe 
of it, I will treat you at the houſe kept by 
Pithacion. We have often endured to- 
gether the inſults of drunken parties: hav- 

ing therefore been partaker of my ill-for- 


tune, it is right that you ſhould enjoy yo 
me my berter "days, rhe 


LETTER XLVIL 


HonoLocius To- LACHANOTHAUMASUS: 

\HANKS to Mercury the God of 

gain, and Hercules the averter of 
evils, I am ſafe and ſound! but I have 
been in a terrible ſcrape. I had filched a 
ſilver gablet from the wealthy Phanias, and 
betaken myſelf to flight; it was deep mid- 
night when I was making my eſcape. The 


* 
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7 * who gvarded the door came ſuddenly 
upon me, with fierce and lond howlings, 


and, as if I had offended Diana d, I was 


within an inch of being torn in pieces by 
ttheſe Moloſſian and Cretan hounds +, ſo 


that not even a morſel of me would have 
been viſible the next morning, if any com- 


paſſionate perſon had wiſhed to bury me, 
Meeting with a well which was not very 
deep, I plunged in and concealed myſelf, 


+ Offended Diana.) In allufion to the ſtory of Actæon, 
+ Moloffian and Cretan bounds.) 
Veloces Spartæ catulos, acremque Moloſſum 
Paſce ſero pingu : nb qu m euſtodibus illis 
Nocturnum ſtabulis furem, incurſuſque luporum 
Aut wh HE a un horrebis Iberos.— 


Via. Gorg. III. 405. 


| The Molofian dog was an ros ye em 


paltiff, 
e has * the 8 


Simul domus alta . 
Perſonuit canibus — 1 


„ ds 62 7 dies Ge wm ra, 


yaarkable for its loud barking. See Martyn's Virgil. 
The Gnoffian hounds are celebrated by Qppian 


EIN 


(a2 5 


J even now palpitate and tremble while 1 | 
tell you. When the morning came, I faw 


them no more, they had ceaſed barking, 
and were tied up in the houſe, I ran in- 


ſtantly to the Piræus, and, meeting with a 


veſſel of Sicily in the very act of looſing its 


cables, I ſold my goblet to the pilot. Hav- 
ing diſpoſed of my booty, I am now fluſm 


of money, and arn returned a new rich man, 


So elevated are my hopes, that Iam anxious 


to maintain ſome flatterers, and to have 
paraſites inſtead of being one myſelf; But 

if ever! ſhall ſpend this money, I will again 
| return to my former occupation, The 
dog ® that has once learned to gnaw leather 
never will forget the trick. # 


* The Dog, tr.] Thus Horace: | 
Sic tibi Penelope frugi eſt, que fi ſertiel uno 
De ſene guſtarit, tecum partita lucellum | 
Vt canis a Corio, nunquam abſterrebitur uno, 


It was a proverbial expreſſion, and is mentioned as ſuch 
þ by Eraſmus. + 


is eee. 
fimilar import with the Scripture phraſe, to return like - 


the dog to his vomit,” 


LET. 


* 
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LET T E R init. 


NarntLooLreree To Werra, 


Tu HE Deuce take that fellow Licym- 
nius, the Tragedian!. I wiſh he was 
dumb *. Having by his powers of voice 
ſurpaſſed his competitors Ctitias of Cleone, 
and Hippaſus of Ambracia, in the propom- 
pi+ of Æſchylus, he was greatly elated, 
and crowned with ivy gave an entertainment. 
1 was one of the gueſts : but what evils have 
I not endured ! Some of them lumped me oti 
the ſcull, ſome threw. fiſh-ſauce into my 
eyes; and, while the reſt were eating cakes 


* He 3 The word, - in Bergler's edition, is | 
«Pwr 3 but ſome manuſcripts read ®X2f9%» which means, 
% may he have no chorus to his plays ;” and it is, I think, 

the preferable reading. 
© + Propompi.] Literally the chiefs. The tragedy of Ef. 
chylus here meant was not Ee the Seven We | 
£ Thebes.” 


made 


(223) 


made of milk, aud of the fineſt Indian corn, b 
1 gnawed ſtones covered with honey. But : 

the moſt miſchievous'of all was Hyacinthus 

of Phenea “, the little courtezan who lives 
in the Ceramicus. She, filling a bladder 

with blood, threw it at my head; it burſt- 
with a great noiſe, and the contents ſtreamed 

about me. Among the gueſts there was 

great and continued laughter. What I re- 
ceived in return for all this was far from 
an adequate reward. The compenſation 

for what I ſuffered was the permiſſion to 

fill my belly, but nothing; more. May 

that Licymnius, hated of the Gods, have a 

ſhort leaſe of his life ! I am determined 
that, on account of his diſagreeable voice, 

he ſhall be called Orthocorydus by us, and 


* Phenea,] A town of Arcadia, | 
| + Corydus.] Was a kind of Lark frequent at as but 
held in no eſteem.— Eraſmus mentions the proverb: 


Inter indoctos etiam Corydus ſonat.— 


The meaning of which is, he. who is held in no eſteem 


amongſt the learned may. be a great man _—_ 
dunces. 


by 


a 
by thoſe who pod the Theatre. 
— 522 


er rern XLIX, 


— 


5 barmnoatnaau rr: ro AtisroActivs 


\HOU 8 ho ruleſt over my 
deſtiny, how cruel art thou! how 
doſt thou torment me, chaining me down 
to poverty | If nobody will invite me, I 
muſt eat wild ayer? and thell-fiſh, and 


* Wild Olion,) | | 
$i nuſquames forte vocatus 

Ad cznam, laudas ſecurum olus. Hon. 
And again: | 


Si pranderet olus patienter, wad uti 
- Nollet Ariftippus—fi ſciret regis uti . 
Faſtidiret Olus . . * . Ho. 


my 


(#49 #2 


ay belly wh the waters of Kuiteatratite®; 
As long indeed as this body of mine could 
endure ill uſage, while full of youth and 
vigour my nerves ſupported me, àn inſult 


might be borne: but now that my hair is 
turning grey, and what remains of it looks 


towards old age, what is to heal my cala- 
mities? I muſt get a Bœotian rope +, and 
will hang myſelf before the Dipylon gate , 


unleſs Fortune contrive for me ſome ad- 


vantage. Vet, if ſhe continues unkind, I 


am determined not to hang myſelf till T 


have had a rich and plentiful feaſt. Be- 
fore long, namely, before the new moon 


 # Fimeactwius,] The fountain of Callirhoe, called Ruuea- 


crunus, from its having nine Moms, Enna — nine, 
And crounws a ſpring. 


+ Bæotian Rope.] The ede will obſerve that theſe 
. paraſites frequently talk of making away with them- 


| ſelves ; but ſuicide was a crime never _ of in 
Athens. ‚ 


1 Dipylon.) . The largeſt gate did tb diferent 
gates are enumerated- and deſcribed partieularly by Meur> 
bus, in his Athena Attics,” 
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of the month Pyanepſion *, the famous 


vouptials of Charitus and Leocrates will be 


celebrated. I ſhall ſurely be invited, if not 
to the firſt day, at leaſt to the ſecond, 

Marriage feaſts require chearful compa- 
nions, and paraſites. -Without us, all en- 
tertainments are ſtupid and dull, and aſſem - 
dlies of hogs rather than men. 


N 


1. ET r 1 


| Bucorxierss 1 0 ANTOTICTA. 


cannot bear to, ſee Zeuxippe, that in- 
famous proſtitute, treat a young man 
o ill. He not only expended upon her 
| gold _s nes bat * * oy But 


| 8 eee eee 
tober There was a feſtival at Athens of this name, See 


o 
; - | i ſhe 
— 
* * * 
* 


e . 
ſhe comtrives to inflame him more and 
more, pretends to be fond of a young man 
of Eubcea, that having ruined this admirer, 
ſhe may turn her love elſewhere, I am 
quite befide myſelf when I ſee the im- 
menſe wealth which the deceaſed Lyſias 
and Phanoſtrate left him, thus running 
away; what they ſcraped together by far- 
things, this vulgar, odious woman ſquan- 
ders at once. I am concerned a great deal 
for the young man: when he firſt came to 
his fortune, he ſhewed much kindneſs to 
us; but our influence with him I perceive 
is decaying faſt, If he laviſhes all his pro- 
perty upon her, how charmingly,: ye' 
Gods! we ſhall fate. Philebus you know” 
is not over wiſe, To us' paraſites he was 
always mild and good-natured, and much 
better pleaſed with ſongs and merriment' 
than with — us = | 
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rn 
LaMocycLvs. To IrnIcR ROL ABA. 


EH OLD, from the ſtreams of Eurotas, 
| Lerna, and Pirene, ſtill attached to 
| Callirhoe, I return from Corinth to Athens. 
The luxuries here by no means pleaſe me: 
I am anxious to leave the place and haſten 
to yu. The table companions here are 
diſagreeable to fit down with; their greateſt. 
delight conſiſts in acts of rudeneſs and vio- 
lence; better, therefore, is it to eat the figs 
and raiſins of Attica, than be torn in pieces 
for their gold. What new inventions they 
praRtiſe! making people drink ſtanding on 
one leg: Pouring hot wine“ down their 
a 8 


» Pouring bos wine, &c.] Horace deſeribes great men as 
making their dependants drunk, from a very different mo- 


tive , 


3 


\ 


( 29.) 


throats, without any mixture of water; 
then they throw us the offals and refuſe, 


juſt as if we were dogs; break their canes 
over our heads; and, by way of jeſt, 


ſtriking us with whips, and throngs. 


Ps: 159. 1 i917 (39 - 


Goddeſs Minerva, Guardian: of our City, 
may it be my fate to live and die at Athens! 

J would rather have my dead body trodde = 
upon before the gate of Diomedis, or thoſe 


of the Hippadæ, beneath an humble tent, 
than live in the Wenn e in 


—_ 


3 "to make experiment of their fidelity, n vot to divert 
thematic with their extravagancies—— 


- * Reges dicuntur multis urgere culullis | 
Q ener. maro quem N ee 


LETTER u. 


ky . 
1 Fer * ” ; Weit At »+h 


cru 1 bse 


Care bot, let thoſe SEELEY Ehen 
Gronthon and Sardanapalus do what 
Aer pleaſe. I can never be an aſſociate in 
a proſligate action; I would have nothing 
to do with it, though the Oracle of Do- 
dona? were to attempt to perſuade me of 


its utility. It is very ſeldom that we find 


n young people a diſpoſtion prudent, faith- 


ful, and rational. The affair, therefore, 
is by no means to be avoided, * They want 
to ſeduce the miſtreſs of a houſe-keeper, 
and their ſcheme is already begun; and not. 


* Ordcle of Dahn. 


Fm a ie, 
-  Efſevideretyr vanas uterque Deus Orp. 


arte! 


Can. 
ſatisfied with gratifying their luſt, they 
mean to plunder the houſe piece-meal of 


its contents, It may perhaps for a time be 


kept ſecret ;| but ſome prating 'neighbour, 
or whiſpering flaye, will ſooner or later 


w# 


diſeloſe the matter; and the conſequence 
will be, that after impriſonment, chains, 
and torture, hemlock or the pit ® will be 
their portion. They who attempt a crime 
ſo atrocious as this will 1 an adequite 
PE. | 


1 Hemlock or the Pit.} Two ee 1 
in uſe among the Athenians, The Pit, or Barathrum, was 


à a deep place, into which criminals being 1 were 


left to * PRs 
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beenden. o Cnomonamus.. 


EER DAV, while. Cario was em- 
ployed at the well, 1 ſlipped into the 


Aich I faw a diſh full of exquiſite 


fare, a roaſted pullet, ſome oil, in which 


was ſome delicate fiſh and ſmall birds; 1 
_ ftole it. Running away with it, 1 fought 
where to go, that] might eat it by myſelf: 
not finding a convenient place, I went to 


the painted porch, where, as there were 


none of thoſe prating Philoſophers, I en- 
joyed my booty. Lifting my eyes from 


my diſh, I ſaw one of thoſe young men 


approaching who paſs their time at tho 


gaming table, In alarm I threw my meat 


9 me, and, reclining on the ground, 


- -endegvoured to conceal my theft, I im- 
Py the Gods to avert this tempeſt from 


7 we. 


(2300 


me, | promiſing them grains of | inicehſe, 


which I have at home, collected from the 
altars, though in a ſtate of decay: my 
ptayers were not in vain.” The Gods di- 


rected his feet ſome other way. Linse 
diately ſwallowed” what remained, ere 


to a tavern-keeper, who was my friend, the 


- diſh; the oil, and ſuch fragments as I could 
not eat. I then departed, leaving, from tlie 


preſent eos made, the name "oP "a 
JOY fellow: behind me. 
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cr To- Panytaocnanos | 


* 


came I by my broken head, or why 


3 this fine coat all tern to rage? 


. I have been a ſucceſsful gambler, 
I which 


H do 1 lament, you . aſk, how 


C22) 


6 mn 
a2 Lam, what buſineſs had I to contend 
with vigorous and ſtrong young men; As 


IJ ſoon as I had got all the money, and left 


my adverſaries without a fingle piece of 
-ilver, they all fell upon me; ſome beat 


me with their fiſts, ſome pelted me with 


| ones, others tore my cloaths. Ineverthe- 
. «Jeſs kept faſt hold of my money, wiſhing 
to die rather than give up to them any | 
time, obſtinately bearing their blows, and 
their twiſting of my fingers; and I was 
like any Spartan who is flagellated at the 
Altar of Diana *. But yet it was not at 
Lacedzmon that I ſuffered this treatment ; 
but at Athens, and by the moſt profligate _ 
gamblers in the place, Overcome at length, 
I refigned to the ſcoundtels what' they 
. wanted. N however, examined every 


Vid Hier of Dias] It conſtituted part of the diſciplins 
— x —— bras, 
mn order to make experiment of their fortitude, | 


part 


( 238) 


part of me, and taking what they found, 
left me. I thought: W 
ee ede Pe ere wr a8 
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what Is honeſt and virtuous, differ from i 

* Lui or neehing,] Pon this letter much "might be | L 

written: It bears fo minute a reſemblance i in all reſpects to f | 
che Dialogue of Lucian, called the Banquet of the Philo- 1 


ſophers, that either Lucian muſt have borrowed his ideas 

of Alciphron, or Alciphron of Lucian. I do not mean to ens bf 
ter farther into the diſcuſſion of this queltjon than 1 have 1 

already done in the pteface to this book. It is fuſficient to 1 
remark, that the Engliſh reader will, in this place, find.the 

external appearance and domeſtic manners of the Arent 
philoſophic lefty accurately RO, 


tug : " 


Can). 
me meaneſt. I ſpeak of thoſe who make 
money by lecturing our young men. What 
an entertainment did you loſe, when Sea- 
monides celebrated the birth-day of his 
daughter! Having invited no ſmall num- 
ber of thoſe who are deemed to be the 
wealthieſt and moſt illuſtrious in Athens, 
be thought that he muſt alſo. adorn his 
meeting with ' Philoſophers. © Amongſt 
others was preſent Eteocles, the 'Stoic ; 
that old fellow, whoſe beard is ſo long, who 
is meanly clad, bare-headed, decrepit, and 
_ a forehead more weinklld' than leg- 
| Themiſtagoras the Peripatetic was 
oY — thobe; a man of no ungraceful appear- 
© ance, with a grey and curling beard. There 
came too Zenocrates, the Epicurean, hav- 
ing a venerable: beard; and his hair care» 


fully adorned, to whom, by unanimous 


"conſent, the term celebrated was applied. 
Add to theſe, Archibius, the Pythagorean; 
he was remarkably pale, his hair flowing 
ot Ks crown reſted on his breaſt; his 
F 1 was long, „ in a point; 
his 


Cc 237 1 


nie voſs wis turued up, his lips: flat, as 
voluntarily compreſſed, ' and expreſſive of 
the ſilence of his ſect. On a ſudden in 
ruſhed Panorates, the Cynic, rudely in- 
truding himſelf, to the moleſtation of 
many, leaning on his holm- tree ſtaff *; this, 
inſtead of knots, was diftinguiſhed by 
lumps of braſs; he had alſo an empty wal- 
let, ready to carry away the broken meat. 
All the other gueſts, from the beginning 
to the end of the feaſt, preſerved order and 
regularity. But the Philoſphers, as the 
entertainment went on, and the friendly 


* | Sf] A fiaff of the kind han deferibed wos the pe⸗ 
euliar diſtinction of the ſect of the Cynics, We frequently 
read of the ſtaff or ſceptre worn by way of ornament, or 
carried for uſe and ſupport, decorated occafionally with 
gold or braſs. , In the Iliad Achilles emen, 
bis ſceptre, ſtudded with gold. | 


He ſpoke, and furious hur led againſt the ground 
His ſceptre, ſtarred with golden ſtuds around. 


Lee alſo Virgil, Eclog. V. 


At tu ſume pedum, quod we, cum ſpe We 
Non tulit Antigeres, et erat tum dignus amari 
Fermoſum paribus nodis atque ere. 


glaſs 


mind or body only, but in outward ad- 
vantages, aſked for more good things, and 
a greater variety of dainties; Zenocrates, 
the Epicurean, drew a dancing girl to his 

_ fide, embraced her cloſely, and looking at 
ber with ſoft and wanton eyes, called her 
the appeaſer of the fleſh, and the very 


. 


EY 


 plaſs was circulated, began, all and . 
of them their extraordinary behaviour 4 
Eteooles, the Stoic, on account of his age, 

and becauſe he had drank too much, 


% 


ſtretched. himſelf at full length, and ſnored 


aloud ; the Pythagorean, breaking through 
huis filence, ſung the Golden Verſes* 
do ſome {ſet tune; the excellent Themiſ- 

| tagoras, who, according to the Peripa- 


tetic doctrine, places happineſs not in the 


centre of delight; the Cynic x] with brutal 
inſen- 


bo Gate) Many leartied men are of opinion, that the 
name of Cynics Was given to this ſect from their making no 
ſerupls of practiſing publicly in the ſtreets and temples the 
nn which ie dere de * Laciae- 
ö — & XV. 


| Quid 


„ 

inſenſibility, proceeded to the extremeſt in- 
decencies with Doris the ſinger, juſtifying 
his behaviour from the principles of his ſect. 


Thus you ſee we paraſites were of no ac- 5 


count; and none of them who were in- 
vited, diſplayed their talents to promote  - 
merriment: yet Phæbiades, the player on 

the lute, was there; as were the mimics 
Sannyrio and Philiſtiades; but all in vain. 
Neither was there any thing worth looking 
at, for the follies of theſe ſchoolmen = 
vailed oyer every thing elſe. 


eh his 5 proputate cakes s 
5 mos fuit. Quid mirum, fi a canibus quorum 
vitam imitantur, etiam vocabulum nomenque traxerunt! 

It is more probable that this appellation was given them 
from the uniform impudence of their behaviour. The 
reader will remember the inſolent ſurlineſs with which 
Diogenes treated Alexander the Great; and of this Dio- 
genes, Ælian remarks, Var, Hiſt, XIII. 26, that he was 
not fit company for * body. 
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 Tarunzoraacts ro CrenLasrA; | 


ov praiſe yourſelf Without reaſon. 

'Your perſon and manners are marked 
7 by inſolence, like Pythocles“ in the proverb: 
yet you come in for your ſhare of feaſts. 
Ceaſe then every day to fill your wallet fall 

of fragments, in imitation of Harpades the 
SGrammarian, who is reputed to have quoted 


2 ſenſe from Homer * en to 
bis own rapacity— | 


| We ſhould drink and eat, and then carry 
85 oo” . away f. 5 


= erb! This is ene among the very few ancietit 
proverbs not to be found in the Adagia of Eraſmus,— 

+ We fbould drink.) It is no want of eandour to obſerve, 
that of this line Pope takes no manner of notice in his ver- 


ion of the Odyſſey. It is part of the . Eumæus 
* Odyſl. xv. 77. 


F orbear, 


* 


/ 


(2) 


Forbour, I ſay,” and lay afide your info- 


lence, you miſerable wretch, or you muſt + 
Ne be eee out t of doors. 
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. 10 POTEROPHLYARUS. | 
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AVING Folk more than 1 ought, 

1 ridiculed Zo opyrus, the tutor of 
our young maſter. From that time, hav- 
ing his cars conſtantly filled with aceuſa- 
tions of us, he is become leſs liberal to us, 
and more ſparing at his table. He uſed 
formerly, upon high- days, to ſend me a 
cloak, or a veſt of ſome. kind or other; but 
lately, at the Saturnalia, he ſent me, by 
Dromo, a pair of new ſhoes: The ſervant 
was angry at his employment; and wanted 
to be paid for his trouble. I in the mean 
5 33 7 


= 


ECD} 


time an . TY I W 
offending tongue, and too late am ſenſible 
of my fault. When words are permitted 
to flow, without the previous exerciſe of 
5 the 3 ane m a n 
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J. not care 0 you, thou gh; you threaten | 
to talk of me, and patch up ſcandalous 
| tories concerning me. The Ilian ſoldier, 
who maintains me, is man of plain man- 
ners and imple integrity. At preſent he 
n ſo far from being jealous with reſpect to 


" lovers, that lately, when the converſation 
at able” fell on e he uttered 
x TTY | 6 b 4 14 many 


: Cas "= = 
anden ene b TOON v0dicted 00 3 
this paſſion, He aſſerted that married wos! 
men ought to be careful of their doteſtie 
concerns, and live 4 pute aid chiaſte Hife? 
but that <ourtezaiis might be eohſidered as 
common property, ſubject to the will of 
whoever noticed them. Joſt as'the baths” 
and porticos Wete for common uſe, though ' 
- nominally and individually diſtinguiſhed; 


ſo are courtez s, who. profeſs I N 
to be e 1 know, there ore, that 


: receing. vo injury, as they to wh I 
| the filent hero? 19 Ten ht K * 
eee print met 
BE on 1 Bergter, H tes i here tic 
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an, It occurs in Homer, Oy Odyf, 20. 
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8 ba hated hy zhoſe che ealumnate. a3 30d 
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_ Rartery and ſcandal will have no inſtuencet 
and he whorefuſes toliſten to ealumny muſt 
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— "Wand in ax ae to; be a — 
Poung fellow, of no common rank; but 
WET, F | » ** "23 iN, | he 


- thsiArbonian youths; wellig with prides 
bunt ſoldier and a warrigt. With him 


„ 3 x 
he of Nium;- the beloved and the beautiful 
Ganymede, the ſon of Pros. 1 had 4 
ſhepherc s orook; and à pipes my head 
was adorned with a Phrygian turban; and -I 
Was- feeding 3 flock on Ida. Suddenly - 
there fle towards me 4 large eagle with 
his erocked elaws, his lIoek Was fierce and 
Ws beak bent. He took me up in Bis 
talons from the rock where I was fitting; 
and raiſing me in the air carried me to the 
ſkies. Juſt as I was about to approach the 
| portals, where the Hours “ are ſtationed, 
ſttricken by @ thunder bolt, I fell down 

again, The bird no longer appeared to be 
a large * deſcending from the clouds, 


"# 7 * 1 
4 4a * ” Aa 


* dere the „Bere! 1795 5 


Heayen's gates, ſpantaneops, open ta the powers, 
Heaven's golden gates, kept by the winged Hours; 
_ Cammilſianed, in alternate watch they ſtand, . . 
' "The Sun's bright portals and the Skies command, 
lavolve in clouds th? eternal gates of day, 
Or the dark barrier rule with caſe away. 
| Jljad V. Pope's Verlion. 
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buta filthy onions while. 1 became again ; 
_ Limenterus, without a rag to cover 
me, naked as when prepared for the bath 
ori, the Palesſtra, Rouſed. as yo may 
ſuppoſe, by ſuch a tumble, I awoke... 1 
Mill tretuble at what I ſaw ; and I muſe 

ters, what the dream portends, if any 
done does really _— 11 ee e will 
1 e e 5 
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5 Crasco BUCES 10 HyPNoTRAPEZUS, 


| I Have not again viſited Corinth. I foon | 
> learned the viciouſneſs of its rich inha- 
bitants, and the miſery of its poor. At 


5 1 when the time of the bath was 


over, 


Cay). 


over, I ſaw ſeveral” y young men, of a gay 
and chearful appearance, ſauntering, not 
. to their homes, but about the Cranium, | 
and particularly where bread and fruit are 
ſold. There, with their eyes fixed on the 
ground, one picked up pea-huſks; another 
nut · ſhells, which he carefully examined, to 1 
ſee if an atom of what was catable re- 
mained ; à third ſnatched at the core of 4 
pomegranate, which he picked with his 
nails, tryiog to find a ſeed; and many 
gathered up the crumbs of bread, which 
had been trodden upon again and again, 
and greedily devoured; them. Such is the 
. entrance to the Peloponneſe, and ſuch the 
| city which lies betwixt the two ſeas, ele- 
gant, indeed, in its appearance, and poſ- 
1 ſeſſed of many luxuries, but inhabited by a 
ſtupid and unamiable people. They lay, 
indeed, that Venus, emerging from Cy- | 
thera, ſaluted the citadel of Corinth; but "i 
probably Venus is only protectreſs of [| 
the acelq with regard to' the women, = 
A R 4 wWhilſt 
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A 8 
Terzes, at Salamis, Themiſtocles made application to many 
of the iſlands, for a ſupply of money under various pre- 
ences, To that of Andros, in particular, he repreſented 
that the people under his command were impelled to apply 


. tb them for money by the two powerful deities Perſuaſion 


and Neceſſity. They refuſed what he ſo modefily ſolicited, 
telling him that their iſland was under the influence of two 


deities equally powerful, Poverty and Weakneſs, Ses 


eden, book VILL | 41 


In like manner we often ſee hs a ee; and 


indeed eyery mental quality, good as well as bad, perſonie 
| fied among the ancients, and either deified or venerated as 


e powerful agents of the ſuperior deities, See the Pro- 


metheus Vinctus of Eichylus, here Power and Strength 


4 . 
k 4 


ue introduced as immortal agents and ſeryanty of Jupiter. 
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Arve ran To. MAI 4, 5 
8 H Hercules , what have 1 endured 
-in- cleanſing "myſelf, with ſoap and 
Chalaſtræan nitre, from the filth of that 
rich ſauce which was thrown over me 
yeſterday! The thing irſelf does pot vex 
me ſo much as the indignity of it. I am 
the ſon of Authemion, one of the richeſt 


men in Athens: and my mother Axiothea 
er her deſcent from warner The fel. 


. — W tel us, in hi. note, that Hercules 
was probably invoked. on this occalion from the circunge 
ſtance of his having cleanſed the Augzan ſtable. This to 
me ſeems. very far-fetched ; it is more eaſily explained from 

the fact of his being invoked on every occaſion, where im · 
mediate interpoſition was required. From this principle, 
he, with Mercury, was claſſed among the Dii Avyeryunci/, 
or Averruncetores, of the Romans. Of this Chalaſtrzan 
Nitre, Pliny ſpeaks, book XXXI. c. XVIII. It was of a 
very excellent quality, 


* 
* 


5 


© + 


ow who thus inſulted me is the ſon of 
ſome mean wretch ; and his mother was a 

barbarous .Seythjan, or Colchian pur- 
chaſed in the market. This I have been 
told by people of conſequence. Yet here . 
am I in a ſordid garment, all my  patri- 
mony gone, happy if I can pick up what 
will barely ſatisfy hunger. While Do- 
ſiades, oh, ye Gods! harangues in tho 
Pnyx e, ranks with the judges of the He- 
- liza, and has authority over that people by 
whom Miltiades, the hero of Marathon, 


was puniſhed; and Ariſtides, the Juſt, 


baniſhed. Above all other things, the loſs 
of my proper name diſtreſſes me. My an» 


_ ceſtors called me Polybius ; Fortune has 


Changed this to Hydroſphrantes, by which 
1 am known amongſt my fellow- labourers. 


* Pays.) A place in Athens near the Citadel, and one 
of the three places where regular aſſemblies of the people 


pere held. ene tiro'wers the forum! and theatre of 
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of 


go to the Devil for a troubleſome babbler 
as I was. They have a ſecret; amongſt 


them which they keep cloſer than the 
Eleuſinian myſteries ; and want me, who 
know every hinge 0 nete to Wen no- 


thing ; or th 
believe. I, . know every e 


ſtance, and will; ſoon. tell my maſter. 


ſbould be fore. to be worſe than dogs, 
which bark in defence of thoſe who! feed 
them. It is an adulterer who ruins our 
family, a young man of Elis, one of the 
Olympian charmers. To him ev ery. day 
gre” ſeat bullets-doux, - inſcribed with the 


hand 


* ' "0 9 £ 4 Er. 1 3 1 — a ; + 
Eu -S{1's enen ne 165 d 
* 


o know, why than women are ſa 
1 . incenſed againſt, me. An old fe» 
* ſlave lately abuſed me, bidding mo 


* — . — 2 . u ²˙ A _—_—__ 
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Hand of our maſte?s wife, with half 
withered flowers, and. bitten apples, - 


Theſe ſhe-devils are privy to the whole, and 
- amongſt the'rdſt this old worn-out dame, 


' whom the reſt of the ſervants call Empuſa, 
_ becauſe ſhe, has..a band ip every thing. 


1 can hold my peace no longer, I would on 
"this *0ceqfion” prove not a paraſite, but a 
friend: befides this, I burn to be revenged 
en them. I very well know, that when = 
this matter is diſcovered, the women will 
be tied by the heels, and the adulterer 
ſuffer the cuſtomary puniſhment ® of his 
erime. My thiſtreſs will receive the dye 
reward of her wantonneſs, unleſs our Ly- 
' Heles be more ſtupid in theſe matters than 
- the 'hump-backed'Poliagrus ; for he, mak- 
| hog tis wife's lovers pay for their amours, 


titted * them to eſespe without farther 8 
nee 8 7 


| j i "LY . 25 
| — eee Lang: a moſt 
horrid ſeverity, v BYTE PAL ITS el 0 


W . £4 . —_— S#- * * N % {+ 
ary 174 * 4.# 8 „ 4 © {$25 - : &w 2 Hrs 


1 92 75 I ET. 


4 


8 Cas) 
046511 £114” ut V 2901161 245 G01 Stias. 
Lotichi bos bend 208 123609 Nh 2501 


(1697011 LE IT E N 1. Len. © BI 
2191 1 Tis LE. ot TFe I 20 : 13 416 
| Pikke dels it Piflac 9er be * 


2911 1 igt It] 7 487 93! * $5347 1219316 


Har a & ahi the curſed te- 3 
zans will not perpetrate .. THEN 


in n league with my miſtreſs, of which Phæ- 


drias is totally ignorant. Five months after 
ſhe was married, this woman brought forth 


a 2 Putting him in a cradle, with 


ſome braepegs, and other things, by which 


he 


he might be known, they gave him to 
Aſphalion, the labourer, hne 


10 qu) 2704 HY 12111i5 OL 14 
= Hi eve 
ns Hiſtory arſe. From, the. rk 


| ee it began to decreaſe, and we do not know that 


it is any here at this time practiſed, except in China, 
See Gibbons's celebrated XVth chap. * There is me rea: 
fon likewiſe to believe, that great number of infants, who, 
according. to the intyuman practice of the times, had been 


expoſed by their parents, were [frequently-reſcued from 


en baptized, educated, and ICT, by the- * 
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onhe top of Parnes, - We in the "= wa 
time muſt conceal the deed, and hitherto 1 


have; butfilence is the food of reſentment. 
But if they ſhall be ever ſo little in their 


SW #< 


flatterer and paraſite, and eaping injuties 


a inſults upon me, Phædxias ſhall hy 
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ARITON, either From. his fiupidity or 
from dotage, has ſent his ſon to a 
| Piilolop herd ſchocl. © He has” chofen, in 
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prefermipe-to al che other 1 48 


the propereſt tutor for his ſon, that ſevere 
and moroſe old man from the painted 


porch; that, inſtructed by him in certain 
perplexing arguments, he may turn out a 
cavilling and contentious coxcomb. The 
fon has moſt, faithfully copied his maſter, 
not only having learned his ſayings; but 

imitated his life and manners. Seeing that 
his preceptor during tlie day was grave and 
ſevere, and rigid towards the young; men, 
but in the night, covering his head with a 
thick veil, frequented the brothels *; he ha: 
ny" imitated — Three days ago he 


44 970 3H 
5 The bade Thus end. deſcribes the abandoned 
viſe of Claudius: 

|  Sumere noturnos meretrix Nagel , n 
Linquebat comite ancill4\non'amplius ung, 
Sed nigrum flavo erinem abſcondente galero, _ 
| Latrayit calidum veteri centone lupanar f. 


4 


| | + Muffled he marched, like Juno in a cloud, 4. 
Ok au her train but one poor wench allowed, - 
On whom in ſecret ſervice ſhe could traft, © | 
The rival and companion of her luſt, 7 
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8 diner that period ſplendid preſolits have 
| proceſs of time improue hy ſhuuid not I, 
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date bey Menken of the Cemmi- 
Eb act fr her. But ſhe 
happens ta be partial tame, and conſeſſes 
this attachment, She knows the young 
- man's paſſion, but has refiſted his, attrrupts. 
She declares that he ſhall have nothing to 
do wich her, unleſs/I: conſent, mating me 


the achiter of his deſtimy. Oh, Venus v1 
that prefideſt over the: profeſſion, beſtowion | 


to me nc liked courtezan, but a dear friend, 


at ſome future period, releaſe 1 — 6915 


from her ſervile condition, and” thi: ake h 


my wife. She, rom whom 1 enjoy ike 
ought to. ſhare its comforts with me, * 


1 ; "PITS... F 
N A Ki i l n 1970 532 


„ 0 Fans!]. Veh, Popularis Cannes, It was 
Theſeus who, firſt introduced the worſhip of Venus under 


this appellation at Athens. Confult alſo "Xenophon, 


Sympof. c. 8, 97 "where he makes Socrates. Jay, among 


other things, that the worſhip, of Venus Urania was chaſte 
aud honourable, that of Venus Popularis not fo, See alſo 
„ Venus, by Larcher, page 77, 8, and 9. 
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LETTER IXV. 
Miso x nHUs ro RHIGOMACHUS. 


T Els veſſel from Hiſtiza has brought 
us great good fortune. It is ſtationed 

off the port, and has brought to Athens this 
great merchant, who makes the richeſt and 

| moſt liberal of our Athenians appear mean 
and paltry, ſo munificently does he uſe his 
, purſe. He does not invite one paraſite 
only, but all our fraternity ; and not us 
alone, but the moſt expenſive courtezans, 
the moſt elegant ſinging girls, and, in ſhort, 
every one of the actors. He is not ſpend- 
ing his paternal property, but money which 
he has honeſtly obtained himſelf, He de- 
lights in being ſurrounded by muſical per- 
formers; he promotes mirth with good 
taſte, and offers rudeneſs to no one, His 
perſon is moſt agreeable, and his counte- 


BS * Nance 


( 483 ): 
nance ſeems animated by the preſence of 
the Hours themſelves ; perſuaſion revels 
you may ſay in his eyes, in his mirth he 
is unaffected, in his converfation elo- 
quent; ſo that the muſe ſeems to have 
. poured nectar upon his lips ®, to ſpeak i in 
the words of thoſe who purſue literary 
employments. Whoever is born at Athens 
muſt neceſſarily know e of theſe 
matters. * 


* 


Vidar upon bis Ib.! 
| Eh Dulcia barbare 
" LCLudentem oſcula, quæ Venus 2 
| Quinta parte ſui nectaris imbuit. Hog, 
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LETTER LXVI. 
 GyMNoCH RON To PHAGODETA. 
"OU have witneſſed the treatment I 
received from that vile barber ; he 
that lives by the road · ſide; a prating, bab- 
ling fellow ; who offers his Abroteſian 
mirrors for ſale, who tames jackdaws, and 
who makes a rude kind of tune with his 
knives and razors, As ſoon as I went to 
him, defiring to be ſhaved, he received 
me civilly, placed me in a high chair, and 
put a clean napkin round me. Then he 
' proceeded, gently enough, to draw his 
razor along my cheek, taking off my thick 
beard; but in this he was cunning and 
miſchievous; for he did it partially, and 
not over my whole face, ſo that ſome part 
of it was rough, and part ſmooth. I, un- 
conſcious of the trick he had played -me, 
| 8 2 ; went 


( 6.) 


went as uſual without invitation to the 
_ houſe of Paſio. When the gueſts ſaw me, 
they were ready to die with laughter. I con- 
tinued ignorant of the cauſe of their mirth, 
till one of them, coming forward into the 
middle of the room, plucked at the hair 
which was left. Theſe, with great pain, 
I at length got rid of, by means of a knife. 
1 have prepared a ſtout club to break this 
ſcoundrel's ſcull. What they do who 
maintain us, this fellow has had the! im- 


pudence to attempt, from whom I never 
got a farthing. 


LETTER LXVII. 
DiesAPHAUSILYPUS TO PLACENTAMYON. 


T firſt fight of Neuris, the baſket 
girl“, whoſe arms and whoſe fingers 
are ſo white and beautiful; whoſe ſpark- 


* The baſket girl.) The term in Greek'is xamQopuoar, HH 
one who carries a baſket in ſacred folemnities. 


ling 


* ; 261 : ) 


ling eyes, good figure, complexion, 
and blooming cheeks, are ſo exquiſitely 
charming, I was ſo overcome by paſſion, 
that, forgetting who I was, I ran eagetly 
to kiſs her lips; but, recollecting myſelf, I 
heſitated, and would have kiſſed her very 
footſteps. Fool that I was, I could not be 
ſatisfied truly with peas, beans, and pulſe; 
but, drunken with luxuries, I muſt love 
what is ſo much above my reach. Do, 
all, of you, overwhelm me beneath a heap 
of ſtones, before I am conſumed by my 
deſire; and let me have, as a lover's tomb, 
a hill of pebbles. 


( 463 ) 


11 * T i: R LXVI. 


bororekvs s TO An ISTOCOR ACUS, 


| good Gods, continue to befriend me! 
1 What miſchief have I eſcaped from 

4 thrice-curſed gluttons, who wanted 

to throw over me a caldron of boiling % 
water! 1 faw what they were preparing, 
and jutnped out of the way. They threw 
it at random, and the boiling liquor falling 
over Bathyllus the waiter quite flayed him: 
not a bit of ſkin is left on his head, and 
great bliſters are raiſed on his back. Sure 
ſome one of the Gods protected me! Was 
it the Dioſcuri®, who preſerved Simonides, 


ſon 


* Dioſeuri.] Theſe were Caſtor and Pollux. The ſtory 
of Simonides is this : he was at a banquet, when ſomebody 
came to tell him that two young men in the ſtreet wanted to 
ſpeak with him. He went out; and at that moment the 
roof of the houſe fell i * and deſtroyed all who were beneath 


% 


( 263 ) 
ſon of Leopropes, at the Ctanonian ban» 
quet, aud alſo ſaved me from the boiling . 


* b 
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LETTER LXIX. 


TRICHINOSARAX TO GrLos80TRAPEZUS, 


Have made Muneſfilochus: of Pæania 

acquainted with his wife's gaiety. He, 
inſtead of ſifting and Examining the matter 
to the bottom, by various means, like a 
fpirited fellow, was ſatisfied with making 


"his wife take her oath. The woman, 


having conducted him to the well of Cal- 


it. The two young men were ſuppoſed to be Caſtor and 
Pollux, and from this fact Simonides was conſidered as the 


Anventor of local memory. He remembered the place 
where each perſon fate, and thus was enabled to point out 


the mutilated bodies of the deceaſed to their ſeveral friends. 


| (264) | 
ichorus*, in Eleuſis, took her oath] and was | 
acquitted, Her huſband was ſatisfied, and 
has thrown away all ſuſpicion. For my 
part, I am ready to have my tongue cut 


out, with any ſhell from Tenedos, by 
* will undertake the — 


8 ET TER LXX. 
Linorrsrz- To Tux oso CY po]. 


Had formed a ſlight acquaintance with 
Corydon the farmer. He frequently 
exerciſed his wit upon me, having all the 


Attic loquacity, and more forwardneſs than 
is uſually FEARS in one 21 his nne 


* Callichoru.) This was a well at Eleufis, round which 
the women danced in the Eleuſinian feſtivals. Women 
ſuſpected of infidelity to their huſbands were obliged to 
_ teſtify their innocence at this well. 


Having 


(a5). 
Having well obſerved him, I conceived, 
as I thought, a lucky idea; believing that 
1 could: not do better than, leaving the 
city, and its diſquietudes, betake myſelf 
to the country, and there paſs, with my 
friend, a life of labour indeed, but of 
tranquillity, not looking for diſhoneſt 


| gain from legal deciſions, or from uttering 


calumnies in the forum , but waiting 
patiently for the fruits af the earth. Hav- 
ing once determined to adopt this meaſure, 


I connected myſelf more cloſely with Cory- 
don, and having aſſumed a ruſtic dreſs, 


with my ſheepſkin veſt and my ſpade, I 
appeared a very ditcher. As long as I did 
this for amuſement I could bear it, con- 
ceiving that I had obtained a happy de- 
liverance from inſults, blows, and humili- 


ating invitations of the rich; but when, 


from daily habit, I found myſelf as it were 


I the Forum.] A ſuſpicion ſeems to be prompted by 
this paſſage, that, amongſt other means by which the 
paraſites obtained a livelihood, that of giving evidence in 
coourts of judicature was one. 


n _  - 


j 


and famine was continually -at - my door. 


(6) 
acting undef compulſion; aid bbliged either 
to plough, to weed, to dig, or to plant, 
my ſituation became intolerable ; I re- 
pented of my folly, and longed to return 
to the city. Returning, therefore, aſter a 
long intetval of abſence, I was not received 
dz formerly, nor commended for my plea- 
fantry ; but I was deemed a rude, clumſy, 
vulgar, mountaineer; ſo that the houſes 
of the rich were at laſt all ſhut againſt me, 


Oppreſſed from the want of the common 
neceſſaries of life, I joined myſelf to a band 


of Megarian banditti, who lay wait for 


have now food in plenty without labour. 
Whether I ſhall long preſerve this mode 
of life undiſcovered, is precarious and un- 
.certainz ſuch a change as I have adopted 
- .commonly tends, not to a man's ſafety, 
but deſtruction. 


LET. 


paſſengers near the eee and T 


(67) 


LETTER Lell _ 


Put AroRUS T0 PoronomACn ya | 


- EXIPHANES, the comic poet, 62: 


ing me expoſed to thoſe inſults Which | 


we are obliged to ſubmit to, from drunken 
gueſts, called me to him. He firſt cautioned 
me from purſuing ſuch a conduct as 
brought this ill treatment upon me; he 
then told me, that with the talents which 
1 poſſefled I might, after a few leſſons, 


be admitted amongſt the Comedians, 
where I might get my livelihood. He 


defired, after taking proper pains with 
-myſelf againſt the next feaſt of Bacchus, I 
ſhould prepare to make my appearance in 
the charaQter of a ſlave, I, who was rather 
advanced in life, and whoſe nature and 
habits were determined, appeared dull and 
unpliable. But, as I had no alternative, I 


3 : learned 


„ 
learned my part, and when I ſhall have 
ſtudied and practiſed what I have to do, 
' - ſhall make my appearance with the com- 
pany. Do you and our common friends 
be ready to applaud me, ſo that, though 
1 may faulter a little, our young citi- 
Zens may have no opportunity to hoot 
and hiſs me. Let the noiſe of the 
' clapping * overcome that of diſapprobation. 


ch.] The deſcription here given of the firſt 
- appearance of an actor, or rather of his preparation to 
appear, does not perhaps materially differ from what is 

_ frequently the practice of our modern times. 
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LETTER IXXI. 


CENOCH ZRON TO + RAPHANOCHORT Asus. 


OT even they who had defaced land- 

marks “, or profaned the Eleuſinian 
myſteries, Ah have ſo much to dread as 
I had, having fallen, oh ye Gods! into 
the hands of that accurſed Phanomacha. 
Since” ſhe found that her huſband was at- 
tached to that Ionian girl, who plays tricks 


with balls and the lamps, ſhe has ſuſpeted 


that I was acceſſary to the intrigue.” By 
means of her domeſtics ſhe got hold of 
me, and put me inſtantly in irons. The 
next day ſhe carried me before her fa- 
ther, the moroſe Cleænetus, the chief of 


Land. mark.] This was an Hermes, a figure of Mer- 
cury, to deface or remove which muſt always have been 
conſidered as an enormous offence. According to the Mo- 
ſaic Diſpenſation, they who committed this crime were 
accurſed. b 


the 


( 270 ) | 
„ the "SOT TINY and one revered by all the 
Areopagites. But when the Gods wiſh 
=: to preſerve any one, they can take him 
” from the very pit itſelf “, as they did. 
mee from the three- headed = +, who they 
| Fay is the guard of Tartarus. The ſevere 
5 old man had not ſpoken againſt me to the 
ſenate, when he was taken with a fever, 
= and expired i in the morning. He now lies 
dead, and his domeſtics are preparing to 
"bury him. 1, from my ſwiftneſs of foot, 
have eſcaped. I owe my ſecurity, not to 
; the ſon of Maia, the daughter of Atlas, 
= bott to my feet and "wy reſolution. 
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